


Introduction
Born in Hyderabad SIndh, he lived in India for the earlier part of his life. His second marriage to Jamna Bai, 
resulted in an alliance and partnership with her brothers, the Chugani’s, which eventually led him to relocate to
Panama, Republic of Panama.  
Under their tutelage, Jhangimal learnt the trade and expanded his knowledge to include items such as linens,
perfumes and other novelty goods. 
As the years passed, Jhangimal returned to India. As travel was difficult, he set up his eldest son, Hassaram to 
handle the trade in Panama and appointed his second son Parmanand to share this responsibility. 
Parmanand who at the time was married to Bhagwanti Bhai Daswani secured a loan from her family that 
enabled him to travel. Over the years both brothers took turns traveling back home to visit their respective
families. 
As Parmanand’s knowledge grew, so did his desire to set up his own business. Soon enough, in the 1930’s after
much hard work and perseverance, Parmanand established P. Jhangimal in Front Street, Colon with the lucky
#33 as its store number.



Parmanand was a visionary and an entrepreneur. He saw the potential to create an empire and in order to cement
this vision, he asked his siblings Partabrai and Gobind to join him from India. 
They went from strength to strength and expanded from store to store. 
The original P.Jhangimal #33 was enlarged and a new store was set up at the corner of Front Street. Following the
expansion, a second P. Jhangimal department store opened in Panama City's Tivoli Avenue or better known as 4th
of July. Taj Mahal located on J. Street, and Shalimar Shop which sold rugs and exclusive furniture pieces followed
soon after. Lastly, Jhangimal International and Almacen Romi were set up in Central Avenue.
Before his eyes, the business continued to prosper, and the brothers were building an empire bigger than anyone
could imagine. Feeling confident that their operation in Panama was well established, Parmanand felt it was time
to seek out new opportunities.

 



So, accompanied by his youngest brother, Kishinchand, they travelled to the Far East and set up two offices in
Hong Kong, H.Jhangimal Brothers and Khemlani Incorporated and an office in Taiwan, Jhangimal and Brothers.
Parmanand then travelled on to India and set up H. Jhangimal in Bombay (Mumbai).
Business prospered quickly and Ramchand Khemlani and Arjan Murjani joined the workforce.
It was in the 1950’s, when Parmanand and his siblings had their respective children join the family’s growing
enterprise.
Parmanand eldest son, Mohan, spear-headed the creation of Jhangimal Zona Libre, in the Free Zone of Panama.
This was a crucial point in the direction of the business as the newly created Free Zone was a hub for
merchandise coming in from their Hong Kong and Taiwan offices and distributed all over South America. 
A few years later, the family set up Jhangimal Zona Libre in the Miami Free Zone. 
Through the years, as the generations have grown many decided to venture out on their own, some as
professional’s whilst others set up their own private businesses. By God's grace each one has been successful in
their own right by embracing the blessings and guidance of their elders.
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all Folks!all Folks!all Folks!   


