
Today after some 2 years in planning and a year in building the 

Memorial gates have now been reinstalled at Malabar Rifle Range. 

 

This was able to occur thanks to the World War 1 Centenary Grant 

from the Federal Government and to the assistance of the Hon Matt 

Thistlethwaite, Member for Kingsford Smith and his personal 

assistant Mr Leigh Heaney. 

The Memorial Gates were in need of major work due to the corrosive 

salt environment at Malabar so a complete refurbishment was carried 

out to maintain the structural integrity for future generations. 

Following our receipt of the grant, Paul Everett of Wagga, a past 

member of the NSWRA was commissioned to carry out the project 

and spent many hours over the last twelve months rebuilding the gates 

as exact replicas of the originals, which unfortunately could not be 

repaired due to corrosion. 

The original Memorial Gates were built in 1954 and installed at 

Liverpool Rifle Range to commemorate those who served during the 

1st and 2nd World Wars and the Korea Campaign. 

The gates were transferred to Malabar in 1970 when the NSW Rifle 

Association was relocated by the Department of Defence. 

The National Rifle Association records show that as of 31 December 

1916, there were 26,178 members of the Australian Rifle Clubs 

enlisted for active service during WWI and of those 6486 came from 

NSW. The total number of Australian Rifle Club members who 

enlisted for WWII is believed to be between 33000 and 38000. The 

"Memorial Gates" are dedicated to "Fallen Riflemen” of these wars. 

It is also worth noting that the following NSW Rifle Club Members 

are amongst those who were awarded the Victoria Cross for gallantry 

during these wars. 

Cptn Alfred Shout (VC) Lone Pine, Gallipoli, August 1915  

Pvte George Cartwright (VC) Peronne, France, August 1918  

Cpl Arthur Charles Hall (VC) Peronne, France, September 1918 

Lieut Arthur Roden Cutler (VC) Lebanon, July 1941  

Corporal John Hurst Edmondson (VC) Tobruk, Libya, April 1941  

Flgt Lieut Rawdon Hume Middleton (VC) Italy, November 1942 



NSW Rifle Club Members Awarded the George Cross 

Benjamin Gower Hardy (GC) Cowra NSW August 1944 

This was a very important project to complete to honour the 

contribution of Rifle Clubs during the Great War not only through its 

members but by the provision of supplies, arms and training to 

defence force members and the volunteer militia and this memorial is 

a fitting place to honour the fallen for years to come. 

To those that have been involved with the project please accept our 

sincere appreciation for a job well done.  
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