
 

Halewood Wines and Spirits, The Sovereign Distillery, Wilson Road, Huyton Business Park, Liverpool, L36 6AD 

Residual Sugar: 2 g/l 
Total Acidity: 6.33 g/l 
pH: 3.49 
 

ABV:14.5% 
Closure: Screw cap 
Suitable for vegetarians 
and vegans 

Variety:  100% Shiraz 

 

Vintage:  2014 

 

Region:  McLaren Vale, South Australia 
 

Vineyard and Viticulture: 
'Cracking Black' is a reference to the relatively infertile cracking 
grey-black soil the 23 year old vines are planted on, the fissures 
which occur as the black soil cracks apart sever surplus root 
structure; a process which naturally lessens vigour and enhances 
overall fruit quality. Vertical trellis with drip feed irrigation is used. 
Grapes were harvested by machine at night between the 4th week 
of February and the 4th week of March. 
 

Vinification: 
Grapes were destemmed and crushed, parcels were vinified 
separately and blended after maturation. Fermentation was initiated 
using cultured yeast in stainless steel tanks and lasted 7-10 days at 
22-28°C, pressing was by air bag press. The wine was matured for 
18 months in French oak barriques of which 20% were new and 
80% 2nd to 4th fill. 100% malolactic fermentation completed in 
barrel. The wine is not fined only filtered before bottling. 
 

Tasting Notes: 
Lifted dark berry fruits and satsuma plum with underlying mocha, 
anise and finely integrated oak spice. Oozing with dark cherry and 
blackberry fruit the palate is well balanced with liquorice and spice, 
showing hints of black olive and tar. This generous wine has supple 
tannins and exceptional satisfying long complex finish. 
 

Serving Suggestion: 
Great with BBQ meats, hearty casseroles or hard cheeses. 

‘Cracking Black’ Shiraz 

In 1988 Tony & Susie Parkinson purchased land to establish 
vineyards based at the foot of Penny’s Hill, east of McLaren Vale, 
so the vineyard was named. In 1991 they planted the initial narrow-
rows of Shiraz, aimed at minimum crops for maximum quality, and 
with the 1995 vintage the decision was made to bottle and label a 
small quantity of wine under the distinctive ‘red dot’ packaging. 
Behind the slogan ‘Proudly Australian. More so McLaren Vale’, 
Penny’s Hill is now an established premium estate producer of 
award-winning, fruit driven wines which reflect the outstanding 
diversity of terroir upon which McLaren Vale has grown its 
reputation. 


