
 

"I used to walk 6 to 9 kilometers a day to get water from a safe drinking water source. When 

I could not reach the water points, the children would drink the river water, close to our 
house. But the river is dirty and makes children sick. Now thanks to CARE’s water distribution 
system, I can better care of my children and pay attention to their hygiene." 
Celestine in Madagascar, beneficiary of CARE’s programs. 

A life changing project:  
200,000 people get access to water and school  

in Cameroon, Madagascar and Morocco! 

800 chidren under 5 

die every day from 

diarrhoeal diseases due to 

poor sanitation, poor 

hygiene, or unsafe drinking 

water. 

620 million  

children’s education 

and health  

compromised by lack of 

decent school toilets.  

200 million hours 

every day is the time 

spent by women and 

girls to collect water, 

around the world. 

As the saying goes “Water is Life”. And it’s true! 
While many people take it for granted, access to clean drinking water and toilets are one of the 
world’s greatest needs. Today, 2 billion people – 1 in 3 – lack access to safe water and 4,2 billion 
people— 1 in 2 - lack access to safely-managed sanitation. Communities which don’t have access to 
basic water and hygiene infrastructures fall into in a vicious cycle of diseases and poverty.  
 
Children and women are disproportionately affected by the water crisis. They spend a lot of time 
collecting water. And it’s also very dangerous as children and women are walking alone in remote 
areas. Also girls are more likely to miss school because of lack of hygiene, especially during their 
menstruation. By improving access to clean water and toilets, we will increase girls attendance.  
 

Access to water and toilets change everything!  
Providing access to safe water and toilets is key to development. Through its programs all around 
the world, CARE helps communities to stay healthy, enabling children to get an education and offer-
ing a more promising future.    



 

www.carefrance.org 

To support 200,000 people around the world 
If we sell 200,000 tickets, CARE would be able to help 200,000 people in Cameroon, Madagascar and 
Morocco. 
 
 
3 countries 
The north of Cameroon is experiencing a dramatic humanitarian situation. The conflict in the Lake 
Chad Basin region caused massive population displacements. Already scarce natural resources, like 
water, are under even more pressure. Moreover, food insecurity and outbreaks have increased dra-
matically. 
Madagascar is among the five countries in which the population faces the greatest challenges in 
having access to water. Nearly one in two people, 12 million people, do not have access to drinking 
water. Diarrhea is the second leading cause of death for children under five. 
Morocco is a country where inequalities are very strong between urban and rural areas. Access to 
basic services (water, education, etc.) is very low in rural areas. The lack of basic infrastructure has 
an impact on school attendance and the regular presence of children, especially girls. Poor hygiene 
is one of the factors that discourage families from sending their daughters to school. 
 
 

3  priorities 
Build and rehabilitate around 670 water infrastructures in villages and schools  
Water is health and truly a matter of life and death. It’s also a key to education.  

•  Water access and distribution systems, Improved water points 
•  Latrines 
• Boreholes / wells 
• Maintenance and management of infrastructures in schools 

 

Water source before our intervention in Madagascar. © CARE 
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Promote hygiene best practices 
While crucial, building access to water and toilets is not enough. We also need to inform people 
about the relationship between water, sanitation, hygiene and their health as well as the health of 
their relatives. Education and communication are essential components of an effective hygiene pro-
motion programme.  

• Actions promoting hygiene: creation of hygiene clubs with students organization and commu-
nity school events 

• Training of teachers and school staff 
• Awareness campaign on hygiene promotion and schooling of girls with community radios 

 
Support to community development and education 

•     Construction of new classrooms 
• Functional literacy 
• Distribution of school supplies 
• Women's economic empowerment 

 

Water source AFTER our intervention in Cameroon. © CARE 

CARE, a global humanitarian network 
 
Fighting extreme poverty and promoting access to fundamental rights are the mission of the CARE. As a 
member of this global humanitarian network, CARE France is a non-profit organization under the 1901 
law, recognized to be of public utility. 
 
CARE France guarantees the transparency of its programs and is accountable to towards the donors, 
institutions and partners with whom it works. CARE is accredited by the Comité de la Charte, a non-
profit organization in charge of overseeing the call for public generosity for more than 20 years in 
France. 


