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BILL WILLIAMS

S t Andrew’s, built in 1877, 
was Palmerston North’s first 
Presbyterian church. Today, it’s 

home to Colyton Clocks – said to be the 
largest collection of clocks, watches and 
timepieces in the Southern Hemisphere. 

With the collection threatening to 
overtake their home, Bill Williams and 
wife Cathy bought the old wooden church 
about 12 years ago and had it relocated 
to their lifestyle block, Chimers Farm, 
in Colyton, on the outskirts of Feilding. 

Williams, a former English teacher, can 
track his clock-collecting zeal back to the 
day when he was marking exam papers in 
the South Auckland suburb of Otahuhu, in 
November 1988. “Taking a break, I spied 
a Napoleon’s Hat clock in a secondhand 
store,” he says. “I thought, ‘Gee, that 
would look nice on my mantelpiece.’”

Some 3484 clocks later, the craving for 
acquiring more hasn’t diminished. The 
affable collector, who is a keen racing 
cyclist and marathon runner, admits the 
first thing he does in a new town is check 
out antique shops and auctions to see if 
he can spot something he doesn’t already 
have. “I try to never duplicate anything.”

His favourite – “because it’s quirky” 
– is a dog whose right eye shows the 
hour and whose left eyes marks the 
minutes, made in Germany in the 1920s. 
Another intriguing piece is an industrial-
looking grey clock, which originated 
from the crew quarters of the Mikhail 
Lermontov, the Russian ship that sank 
in the Marlborough Sounds in 1986. 

“The crew were given orders to abandon 
ship and as they went, took everything 
that wasn’t nailed down,” says Williams 
(who’s pictured here with a delicately 
hand-painted, 19th-century, French 
porcelain clock, bought at auction in 
Palmerston North 20 years ago). 

One of his latest acquisitions is a 
large German wall clock. “It needs a 
bit of work and, at present, it’s taking 
up the entire kitchen table.” Cathy, 
who has her own collection of 2000 
mermaids, isn’t very happy about that. 
“I’ll have to buy her a mermaid to 
placate her,” he says, mischievously.

• Colyton Clocks is open to the public 
10am–4pm on Saturdays and Sundays 
or by arrangement. Visit www.feilding.
co.nz and click on “Attractions”.
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