
                  
 

                                 Update from your Board 

  
New Board Member 

            At its January meeting, The MCCA Board voted unanimously to appoint Dan King to 
replace Diane Fulton 
 

for the final year of the term she was elected to.  Diane resigned to attend to personal 
matters.  
 

  

Smoke Monitoring Requirement 

            Also at our January meeting, the Board voted to continue our contract with Capital 
Fire & Safety (CFS) for 
 

professional monitoring of our smoke and temperature alarms for 2022.  Earlier this 
month two Board members 
 

met with Frank McGettigan at CFS to discuss their past performance and our future 
expectations.  Frank was able 
 

to provide an adequate explanation of the most egregious past problems (when police or 
fire personnel showed up 
 

incorrectly at one of our units).  We asked for an actual explanation for these events, 
beyond the “wires got crossed” 
 

answer given at the time, so as to plan how to avoid these problems in the future.  Frank 
also agreed that CFS would 
 

begin to provide the following: 
•A monthly report on the connection of all MCCA units to their monitoring service. 
•A monthly report on the cause and response to every alarm issued. 
•CFS will work with us to verify the continued functioning of all alarms in our 

association, and help us with continuing education of our owners on the 
equipment. 
  

The Board plans to monitor the performance of CFS this year. 



Any owners who are not currently connected to the Capital Fire & Safety monitoring 
system should contact 
 

Frank to arrange the hookup (telephone 608-442-8777 (Main Office) or 608-729-
7083 (Direct)  or email at fmcgettigan@capital-fire-security.com). 

 
 

History:  When was MCCA born? 

How old is our Conservancy Condo Association?  It depends on when you mark our 
birth.  But this May 14 we 
 

will arrive at the 25th anniversary of the Articles of Incorporation of the Middleton 
Conservancy Condominiums Inc., 
 

signed by the developer Bill Holley in May 1997. 
  
Todd & Ardyth Richmond (3406 Conservancy Ln) recall the first condo was sold to 

Don & Sandy Griffin around Dec 1997.  
 

Peggy Holley (Bill’s sister) bought the 2nd one, and the third was purchased by Todd 
and Ardyth in Feb 1998.  So this February 
 

marks 24 years for them on our street! 
  

The next milestone might be the Minutes of our Annual Meeting in November 
1999.  The unit owners present are listed 
 

and they voted on the annual MCCA budget.  As of that date 39 units had been sold 
and occupied (64% of our 61 units), 
 

4 had pending offers, and 6 were under construction.  Bill Holley gave a report on 
the aspects of the neighborhood for 
 

which he was still responsible.  (By the way, attending that early meeting were 
several of our current neighbors:  Julie Ireland, 
 

Todd & Ardyth Richmond, Dale & Joanne Ganske, Linda & Allen Lenzen, Ray 
Stommel, and Jeannette Ladd.)  
  

So when did our Builder, Mr. Holley, step aside from any continuing control of our 
neighborhood?  This appears to have 
 

happened on May 27, 2004, when an amendment to our Declaration was 
filed.  Among other things it says “More than 75% 
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of common element interests in the Condominium has been sold to purchasers.  As a 
result, control of the Condominium by 
 

Middleton Conservancy, LLC, the Declarant, has terminated."  
  
When should we celebrate our MCCA birthday?  I suggest we not miss any 

opportunity for a party!  And by the way, thanks 
 

to all of you who nurtured our little community along for all these years. 
  

Enjoy your winter activities because Spring is not far off. 
            January is the depth of winter, and sometimes it may feel like warmth and color will 
never return to this earth (or your toes!).  
 

But, in fact, signs of spring are already popping up.  Listen in the morning:  Ranger Dave has 
already heard Chickadees singing in the sun, 
 

and cardinals should begin singing their spring mating territories any day now! 
            
The Daylight:  The increase in daylight length (per day) is still small, but you may already 
have noticed the sun rising just a bit earlier, 
 

and setting a tad later each day.  We gained almost an hour just in January!  Check it out: 
 
 

Day      Sun Rise          Sun Set               Day Length   Increase over previous month 

            Jan 1    7:29                 4:33       9:04 

            Feb 1   7:12                 5:10       9:58               54 mins 

            Mar 1  6:33                 5:47     11:14               1 hr 16 minutes more daylight! 
                                                                                    And gaining about 3 mins/day. 
  
The “Frozen January” Thaw:   In a typical year, we have a solidly frozen January with a 
late-month or early February thaw.  Many recent 
 

Januaries have followed that pattern: 
*          January 2014 was one of the coldest on record, with 13 days of sub-zero temps.  
*          In January 2015 we had a stretch of 7 sub-zero days in a row, and 6 in a row in 2017.  
*          In 2019 we had 9 sub-zero days in January.   
  
On the other hand, some recent winters have been unusually warm: 
*          In 2013 we set a record 57 F on Jan 29.  Lake Mendota did not close out with ice until 

January 14 

in both 2012 and 2013, tying for the 3rd latest date in 160 years of records. 
*          In the Winter of ‘02, we heard the first Spring song of a cardinal on January 26, and 

Ranger Dave caught a flying mosquito on February 2.  THAT was an early Spring!  
*          In ’05 and ‘18 we had spring-like THUNDER AND RAIN storms in January!  



*          In 2020 we saw not a single January day below zero degrees! 
  
Signs of Spring   
Recent winters have been mild enough that some geese, cranes and robins have over-
wintered around area springs and ponds.  
 

More typical are winters when the first week or two of March bring the sight and sound of 
birds we have missed.  Here are some 
 

early first-sightings from Ranger Dave’s field notes: 
            First Geese:                             First Robins:                            Sandhill Cranes: 
            * February 16 (1998)              * February 16 (2009)              * Feb 20 (2017) 

            * Feb 17 (2017)                       * Feb 19 (2001)                       * Feb 24 (2003) 

            * Feb 18 (1999)                       * March 1 (2016)                    * Feb 28 (1998) 

            * Feb 26 (1995)                       * March 12 (2021)                  * Mar 3 (2005) 

                                                                        
[ Distribution of this annual note began as Ranger Dave’s informal intervention for 

Seasonal Affective Disorder (SAD), 
 

which affects about 10% of people living in northern latitudes where winter 
daylight is short.  If you are feeling the lethargy 
 

and depression of SAD, then follow the advice in the title of this note:  try to remain 
active, and look for signs of Spring to 
 

remind yourself that your blues are temporary.  (Send your observations of 
Spring to Ranger Dave at dariley@wisc.edu) ]                                  
  
From Dave Riley, MCCA Board President 

1/21/22 
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