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C.  Landscaping Goals, Standards and Resources and Rules 

      This document has 3 sections covering Middleton Conservancy Condominium Association:          
1.  Landscape Goals 
2.  Landscape Standards and Resources  
3.  Landscape Rules   
 

I.  Goals 

The Association seeks to maintain its grounds and improve its landscaping consistent with the 

following goals: 

A. Integrate the landscaping in a manner that provides a sense of overall unity with the            

adjacent Pheasant Branch Conservancy while providing Owners with opportunity for individual 

expression.  

B. Improve property values.  

C. Introduce cost effective landscape improvements.  

D. Maintain the land in a good, clean, and attractive condition. 

E. Encourage plantings of perennial and evergreen native species indigenous to the region to 

achieve a harmonious transition to the Pheasant Branch Conservancy fauna.  

F. Suppress invasive species of plants to foster a healthier habitat for native flora and fauna.  

G. Maintain privacy buffers. Middleton Conservancy Condo Association has privacy buffers 

between individual units; between the Condo Association complex and Pheasant Branch Road; 

between units and the Pheasant Branch Conservancy trails; and between units and the Solitude 

Condominiums.  

 

II. Landscape Standards and Resources 

A. Landscape Committee (LC) Responsibility    

1. The Landscape Committee, comprised of volunteer owners, reports to the Board of 

Directors.   The responsibilities of the Landscape Committee are: 

a) Participate in annual inspections of grounds with landscape contractor and 

property manager.   The Landscape Committee maintains a work list of any tree, shrub, 

invasive, or grass identified by Owners or Landscape Committee or landscape contractor 

or property manager as needing attention.   

(1) The landscape work is identified by unit number.  For example, an 

overgrown tree nearest Unit 3411 is identified to be removed by that unit 

number, 3411.    
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b) Manage the Landscape Budget; the Landscape Budget is a fixed amount voted 

on at each annual meeting.  By monitoring the health of trees, shrubs, spread of 

invasives and the grounds in general, the Landscape Committee: 

(1) Anticipates future expenses (e.g., three-year plan). 

(2) Consults with landscape professionals.  

(3) Secures bids for future work.  

(4) Monitors work by landscape contractor.   

(5) Recommends landscape contractors and monitors contractor 

performance. 

(6) Receives and acts upon properly submitted Owner requests to change 

landscaping near their unit (see Section III). The Landscape Committee 

typically meets once per month. Owners are encouraged to submit 

plans sufficiently in advance to meet their needs and the LC workload  

c) Landscape committee acknowledges other requests and questions from the community 

in a reasonable amount of time.  Please allow up to three weeks for decision about 

requested landscape work.   

d) Cost of Maintenance is considered in any request for changes. Maintenance cost 

includes cost of mowing and snowplowing.    

e) Erosion Control is considered when making determinations about Owner’s request for    

changes.  The requested changes cannot create new or exacerbate existing erosion 

issues nor compromise rock walls. Landscape “cloth” (for weed control) is allowed but 

not required.  

f) Landscape Committee is a resource for Owners seeking advice on garden design, 

reliable landscape providers and dependable sources of flowers and other landscaping 

materials.  

2. Planting Considerations for Owners.   

a) Mulch:  Mulch should be natural in color, dye free and, “double-shredded” mulch is 

recommended.  No colored mulch. NOTE:  Cocoa bean mulch is prohibited.  It is 

poisonous to animals. 

b) Native Plants:   Owners are strongly encouraged to plant native plants indigenous to the 

area (see Resources section).  One way to encourage indigenous plants to thrive is to 

disallow invasive plants.  To that end the list below will help Owners keep them out of 

the Conservancy area.   

(1) Per Wisconsin Laws and Rules, no prohibited or restricted species are allowed. 

Owners may check the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources web page 

for more information www.dnr.wi.gov/topic/invasives.   
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(2) Prohibited plants include but are not limited to: Honeysuckle, Oriental Bittersweet, 

Phragmites, Crown Vetch, Multi-flora Rose, Reed Canary Grass, Russian Olive, Spurge, 

Wineberry, and Creeping Bellflower. 

(3) For successful plantings, Owners may consider: sun/shade, watering, soil type and 

moisture tolerance, deer and rabbit resistance, color, height, bloom cycle and ongoing 

maintenance needs such as weeding 

(4) Rain Gardens may be permitted with an approved plan 

(https://dnr.wi.gov/topic/stormwater/raingarden/).   

B.  Resources:   

1. Good Oak Ecological Services. June 2019 Recommendations.  

2. Beyond the Birdfeeder: Creating a Bird-Friendly Yard with Native Wisconsin Plants        

https://wsobirds.org/images/pdfs/BeyondBirdFeederBookletFINAL.compressed. pdf 

3. Wisconsin DNR Invasives: www.dnr.wi.gov/topic/invasives 

4. Wisconsin DNR native plants:  https://dnr.wi.gov/files/pdf/pubs/nh/nh0936.pdf 

5. Friends of the Pheasant Branch Conservancy:  https://pheasantbranch.org/ 

6. Rain Garden Resource - https://dnr.wi.gov/topic/stormwater/raingarden/  

7. Mulch - Bassett Inc. 608-848-6152, Middleton Farmers Co-op 608-831-5059. 

8. If an Owner uses a landscaper or planting help, make sure they understand our 

prohibition against the planting of Invasives.  See the DNR link above.  Bottom line: 

Owners are responsible to assure that Invasives are not planted! 

 

III. Landscape Rules 

One of the reasons the Middleton Conservancy Condominiums are such a desirable place to live is that 

our Middleton Conservancy Condominium Association Landscape Rules are written with latitude for 

individual Owners to express their planting aesthetic. So even though Owners have lots of choice in 

what they plant, the Landscaping Rules set enforceable limits. The rules are what help Owners keep our 

setting lovely and in harmony with the Pheasant Branch Conservancy.    

A.  Owner Landscape Choices   

1. Owners may choose their flowers, shrubs, and grasses (annual or perennial) only in 

areas directly abutting their respective units and/or entrances/walkways. To add shrubs, 

Owner’s need landscape committee approval.  

2. Additional landscape choices:  Owners may desire to add a bed, shrub, vine or tree 

beyond the beds adjacent to the unit. To help the Landscape Committee understand an 

Owner’s vision and to help Owners clarify what they intend to plant, a written request is 

http://www.dnr.wi.gov/topic/invasives
https://dnr.wi.gov/files/pdf/pubs/nh/nh0936.pdf
https://dnr.wi.gov/topic/stormwater/raingarden/
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required.  Owners must request in writing the desired changes to any areas beyond 

those contained in planted beds abutting their unit.    

a) Landscape Request Procedure:  The written request and a map of desired 

plantings submitted reasonably ahead of the proposed changes  

(1) Name the plants to be included. 

(2) Draw a map indicating the location of the new plants/beds.  This can be 

a pencil sketch; it need not be professionally drawn. 

(3) Any impact on maintenance costs, such as mowing and snowplowing, 

should be identified. 

(4) The Landscaping Committee may: 1) approve the project, 2) approve 

the project with required changes or 3) deny the project.   

(a) An Owner dissatisfied with the Landscaping Committee decision 

may submit a written appeal to the President of the Board within 

fourteen calendar days after receiving the Landscaping Committee 

decision.    

(b) AFTER APPROVAL BEFORE WORK BEGINS, REMEMBER THAT 

OWNER OR PERSON INSTALLING MUST CALL DIGGERS HOTLINE 

https://www.diggershotline.com/homeowners 

3. Vines are often a desired addition to the landscape.  However, vines are a special class 

of plants because they can mar siding and stone.  The very nature of a vine or climbing 

plant, is to form attachments to vertical surfaces.  The attachment of some vines leaves 

dark marks on the vinyl siding and stonework. Removing these marks is difficult and 

expensive.    

a) Vines on any outside structure, including mailboxes are prohibited.  The 

Landscape Committee will determine the risk to jointly held property and help Owners 

think of non-problematic ways to enjoy vines and protect Middleton Conservancy Condo 

Association property. 

(1)  Examples of unacceptable 

vines   

(a)  Trumpet Vine 

(b)  Boston or English Ivy 

(c) Virginia creeper 

(d) Wild Grape 

(e) Any vine that clings to 

surfaces 

(2)   Example of acceptable vines: 

 

          a)  Clematis on a trellis 

 

(3)  Please check with the Landscape 

Committee if you are unsure about a 

vine.

 

https://www.diggershotline.com/homeowners
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4. Keyholes: “Keyholes” are the landscaped beds between driveways in many units.  

Because they are original in the landscape design of the Conservancy Condominiums, 

thus, the keyholes are both a landscape design and a planting design.  

a) Owners may choose the plants to grow in the keyholes.   However, major 

changes to a keyhole requires permission.  Shrubs can only be removed with 

permission of landscape committee.   Landscape changes to “keyhole” portions 

of driveways need Landscape Committee consideration and approval. 

b) Under no circumstances are new trees to be planted in driveway keyhole beds. 

Existing trees in driveway keyhole beds will be allowed to remain in place 

provided they remain healthy and provided their root systems and widening 

trunk do not threaten to disrupt the adjacent driveways. 

c) Should it become necessary to order a tree removed from a keyhole bed, the 

Association will provide acceptable replacement plantings chosen in 

consultation with the Owners of the Units adjacent to that bed.  

 

B. Owner Landscape Responsibilities 

1.  Comply with the Association’s Goals, Standards, Resources and Rules. Violation of the Rules may 

cause the levying of fines as determined by the Board of Directors. 

a) Make no changes that jeopardize the soundness or safety of the property or 

reduce the value.  

b) Owners are responsible for maintaining plantings around their units.  

c) Plants can be replaced when they die or become unsightly.   

(1) The Middleton Conservancy Condominium Association can authorize replacement of 

shrubs and trees at its discretion.   

(2) The Owner is responsible for replacing lawns, shrubs, trees and bushes that die from 

owner’s neglect, especially from lack of water.  (Reminder: Owners are responsible to 

water grass, perennial plants, shrubs, and trees around their units.  See Section B2).   

(3) The Association retains authority to order removal of plantings or other features that, 

the Board of Directors judge to be offensive, inappropriate, or in violation of the By 

Laws or the Rules and Regulations.  

2. Watering and Weeding 

a) Watering:  Owners are responsible for watering the lawn and plantings around their 

unit. 

(1) Because there is no irrigation system, Owners are responsible for watering the 

lawn, plants, shrubs, and trees contiguous to their unit.  If Owners are out of 
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town or otherwise cannot water consistently, they should arrange for someone 

to attend to watering.   

(2) It is rare that Owners neglect to water lawns, plantings, shrubs, and trees.  

However, if the watering is neglected, the Owners are responsible for all costs 

of replacement of any damaged landscape elements (i.e., lawns, perennials, 

shrubs, trees). 

(a) When Owner does not water:  The Owner pays for preventative 

watering.   

(b)  The landscape committee in consultation with a landscape company 

will determine if there is a need to contract for watering as a preventive 

measure. Should the damage be irreparable, the lawn may be replaced 

with mulch, stone, and native species vegetation. The Landscape 

Committee will hire a contractor and supervise the work. The Owner 

pays for all costs of the work. 

b) Weeding:  Owners are responsible to weed around their unit.  Weeding is 

accomplished two ways: 

(1) Weed yourself. Owners may arrange with neighbors to help each other with 

weeding or weed in one Owner’s absence.   

(2) Pay to have the grounds adjacent to your unit weeded by an outside vendor.   

(3) Bottom Line:  Owners are responsible for weeding around their units. 

3.  Edging and walls:  No edging of beds are required.  However, if an Owner has edging, natural 

stone (e.g., cobblestone, river rock) is required for all garden walls.  For other decorative accents 

in garden natural stone is encouraged  

4. Tree Removal.  Trees may not be removed, changed, or added without written permission from 

the Landscape Committee. 

a) Shrubs:  Shrubs may not be removed, changed, or added without written permission 

from the Landscape Committee.    

(a) Definition of shrub:  For the purposes of this document, a shrub is 

considered less than 8 feet tall.  This includes smaller evergreen bushes 

b) Landscape Committee should be informed of changes to owner planted shrubs, so that 

committee can track changes to the shrub inventory.  

(1) Removal of Buckthorn or Honeysuckle. Owners may remove small buckthorn or 

honeysuckle bushes near their condominium WITHOUT Landscape Committee 

permission. The stump should be cut to ground level and remaining root should be 

treated with triclopyr.  (Link to MCCA website for specific direction when site available) 
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(2) Note:  Removal of buckthorn or honeysuckle is contained roughly to the width of 

Owners unit.  It is advised to consult with neighbors on either side of unit to avoid 

misunderstandings.  

c) Use of chainsaws on condo property is strongly discouraged due to 
safety and liability issues. Any use of chainsaws or similar tools is at 
Owners own risk and liability.  
 

d) Plantings by Owners outside of area adjacent to units should be maintained by the Owner.  

Should a new Owner not wish to maintain these landscaped areas, they should discuss with 

Landscape Committee to arrive at mutual agreeable plan for returning area to a more “natural 

state”.   

 


