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Middleton Conservancy Condominium Association 

Minutes from the Board of Directors  

April 27, 2021 

 

Present: Virtual meeting due to COVID-19 pandemic: Board Members: Lynn Buckmaster, Susan 

Goelzer, Mitch Hagens, Marcia Nelson, Amy Plumb, Dave Riley. Property Manager:  Stacy Bruner. 

Absent: Anita Matcha  

Call to Order: 6:03 pm by President Mitch Hagens; a quorum was present 

Approval of Agenda: Dave moved to approve the agenda; seconded by Lynn; carried. 

Review of Bruner’s Management Report – Stacy 

• Reported that there is a final schedule for the new mailbox installation which will be around mid-

May, weather permitting. 

• Anita was working on improving interest rates with First Business bank 

• From emails: March 30: Tyler Heinzmann, filling in for Stacy who was on vacation reported 

owners were reporting damage to units from high winds over the past couple of days.  

Maintenance staff took images of the damage.  Insurance was checked but the deductible was 

higher than cost of damage repair.  Mitch approved repairs from wind damage.  Other issues 

identified were referred to the appropriate committee.     

Review of MCCA Committee Reports 

Documents – (Secretary) - Marcia – Marcia moved the minutes from the March 2021 meeting be 

approved; Dave seconded; carried. 

• Over the years owners have requested and had approval to change and add to the landscaping 

around their units.  The question arises as to who pays for maintaining the changes now and into 

the future.  Language from the condo documents stating that the owner and any new owners are 

responsible. 

• The Annual Calendar was reviewed for upcoming work to be done.  

 

 

 

Finance (Treasurer) – Anita – Emailed the March 2021 financials: Net Income, $31,5236.96 

Disbursements, $10,568.21; Delinquency, $1,160; Reserves, $1,030,785.40; All Accounts, 

$1,086,489.74; Total YTD increase in Reserves, $0; December 2020 Reserves, $1,028,774.41. Anita 

wasn’t at the meeting to answer any questions, but Stacy was. Dave moved we accept the reports; Amy 

seconded.  5 approved (Buckmaster, Goelzer, Nelson, Plumb, Riley), 1 no (Hagens); carried.   

Architecture Review Maintenance Committee (ARMC) – Susan  

• ARMC did not meet in April. 

• The spring walk around isn’t scheduled yet. The replacement of the roof on 3201 (Goelzer) /3203 

(Densmore) has three bids. 

• Deck repairs related to safety issues will be getting underway. Deck on 3201(Goelzer) declared 

unsafe and ARMC approved variance in the design but using the same footprint.  MCCA is 

responsible for pretreated wood construction and any different materials used are the owner’s 

responsibility from then forward. Plumb’s (3315) deck was replaced last summer and is falling 

apart already due to sub-standard materials. Be sure replacement or new construction is from 

decent materials for long life. 
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• Request for handrail on railroad ties outside of ranches leading to lower level was denied because 

they are a landscape element, not steps.  They are not attached to a building so there is no 

building code that requires a handrail. There was discussion about which committee was 

responsible for replacement of the railroad ties and would have budget to cover replacement or 

repairs; ARMC or Landscape.  It was decided the Landscape Committee is responsible since it’s a 

landscape feature. Amy and Susan will discuss budget with Anita (treasurer). 

 

Landscape Committee - Amy  

 

• See attachment 1 for details.   

• The Landscape Standards and Rules were discussed, and some minor typos and wording changes 

were to be made before vote for approval.  The condo docs allow for a vote via email:  Bylaws 

allow for voting without a meeting. But in that case require an unanimously confirming vote to 

pass (Article IV, Section 5). Amy Plumb moved that the Landscape Goals, Standards and 

Resources, and Rules dated April 2021 be approved. Dave seconded.  On 4/8/21 voting began via 

email and approved.  Mitch asked that the Rules be pulled out of the document as a stand-alone 

document for better reference.  

• The landscape walk around was conducted on 4/13/21 with Bassett. 

• Bassett informed the LC that yard/garden waste will no longer be picked up unless it was added 

to the contract at a cost of $75 month for 8 months ($600).  The LC doesn’t have the budget for it 

this year, so owners were notified of the change and to dispose of yard waste themselves, perhaps 

taking it to Purple Cow for recycling.  A number of owners objected and want the service 

reinstated.  Discussion continues at the writing of these minutes.  

• Amy reported the mulch contract was higher than expected at around $10,000.  More mulch, 3 

inches rather than 2 as in the past, was laid down this year in hopes that it lasts longer and looks 

better longer.  

• Owners have asked questions about the tarps laid down behind a unit.  LC approved a prairie 

restoration in the area.  The area on the hill is usually not part of the controlled burn but will be in 

the future. 

Insurance - Joanne – Nothing new to report.  

Government Affairs - Cheryl – The broken steps leading up to Pheasant Branch Road on the south end 

were repaired by the City of Middleton. 

Sunshine/Social – Lynn  

• Balance in Sunshine account is $455.70. The weather looks good for Wednesday, May 5 Cinco 

de Mayo event in the driveway at 3411. 

Old Business Updates- 

Approved Landscape Standards -see report under LC 

Capital Security Monitoring – External Monitoring of Smoke/Temperature Detection Systems - 

Dave sent his original report to the BoD again titled “Alternatives for Smoke/Temperature Monitoring” 

which he indicated was an expansion of an email sent to the BoD from Mitch with his added perspective.  

It suggests why we need some kind of action, and the three most obvious alternatives available. The 

report provided pros and cons.  He asked for input from BoD. Currently Capital Fire and Security is the 

vendor.  This has been in discussion over the past few meetings.  Marcia has stated that the owners need 

to vote on the change as it would have an impact on the wording in the bylaws and other condo 
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documents. There is debate on this and the timing of any potential changes.  Motion: Mitch Hagens 

moved that: The MCCA Board finds that the past requirement that all owners to use the same external 

monitor for their freeze/smoke detection systems is not enforceable under the current by-laws and rules of 

the association.  I move that the Board eliminate third party monitoring with Capital Fire and Security for 

an annual savings of $10,000. Seconded by Lynn.  Vote was 5 yes (Buckmaster, Goelzer, Hagens, Plumb, 

Riley); 1 no (Nelson). Matcha was not at the meeting.  Dave is preparing a memo for review by the BoD 

before it is sent to all owners explaining the situation and to collect input before further action is taken. 

The motion did not include a deadline date but was part of the discussion after the vote.  Stacy confirmed 

the MCCA invoice is paid until the end of May 2021.  The MCCA is budgeted for fire/temperature 

monitoring through the calendar/budget year.  

Mailboxes – Stacy – see property manager report 

Deck Repair/Replacement Policy – Susan 

Nothing more for an update.  See ARMC report. 

Proposed New Business – none 

Meeting Adjourn: 7:24 pm Dave moved to adjourn; Lynn seconded, carried  

The next scheduled Board meeting is on Tuesday, May 25, 2021, 6 pm, via Zoom.   

Attachment 1 – Landscape Committee 

*************************************** 

The Annual Owners meeting is November 3, 2021. More information will be available closer to the 

meeting date.   

Owners have access to meeting minutes and further condo documents via the website at: 

www.brunerrealtyinc.com/pages/mcca-owner-portal    Owners have the password.  

ARMC standing meetings are the second Wednesday of the month. Contact the chair, Susan Goelzer, for 

details.  

Landscape Committee standing meetings are the first or second Tuesday of the month. Contact the chair, 

Amy Plumb, for details. 

Continue to See Attachments 
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Attachment 1 

 

 

Landscape Committee  

 

Minutes: April 2021 - Members:  Colette Cisco, Allen Lenzen, Beth Nachreiner, Amy Plumb (chair) 

Landscape requests-  

• Julie Ireland (3310) - sumac (ok with change of type of sumac) - email sent to Julie by Amy 

• Colette Sisco (3411) - prairie- approved by LC members - can start work 

• trumpet vine- remove - will need to send reminder email to Don Spenser (3312) 

• limb by conservancy condos-? who pays- ask Stacy (done he feels we will likely have to pay- will 

be addressed on walk around) 

• stair railing- Colette Sisco/Riley (3411), Hoyts (3411) (do we take this on or ARMC)- reviewed 

with Stacy- will need Board decision about who's job this is- and need corresponding budget 

• Buckmaster's (3318) trees behind their units- reviewed- may have neighbors take down some and 

see what is left for Bassett 

• Price (3216) - west side of condo tree branches need trimming- review on walk around 

• treatment of trees- Danko (3404) (spruce), near (3230) Nofsinger/Roberts -what to do with 

evergreen on corner- consensus was to lift/cut off bottom branches to preserve health of tree and 

trim back dogwood for better vision from road 

• update budget/ process to approve misc items 

• this is budget that was approved by owners 

• misc landscape- 5300 (extra items by Bassett) 

• lawn 35,300- bid is over this year 

• snow- 30,000- may be over 

• burn- none this year 

• mulch- 8000- will be higher 

• reserve 9400- invasive removal (1480), remediation, (1050) tree/ shrub removal, (3980) trimming 

(2875) 

• Good Oak proposal- what is our goal with this money- bid is for south side flower "berm" will 

clarify requests once we get idea from Bassett about what needs to be done. 

• walk around - Bassett/ Good Oak 

• new spread sheet being developed- will improve ability to track requests and inventory things to 

be done and list when they are done 

• LC document update- has been sent to board to vote on 

 

Spring Cleanup/ workday 

• what would be our purpose? do we have a goal? 

• invasive clean up? helping neighbors? other? - no decision yet- should discuss at next meeting 

 

Spring newsletter- Colette- she will send to members to include info about lawn damage repair from 

snowplows    

-End report- 

 

Continue to See Attachments 
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Attachment 2 

Regarding Changes to Landscaping by Owners 

From Restated Declaration of Condominium for Middleton Conservancy Condominium 

 as Amended by a First Amendment, Dated November 18, 2004  

SECTION 6 --COMMON ELEMENTS AND LIMITED COMMON ELEMENTS  

The Common Elements are all the Condominium except the Units. The Common elements are the land, 

the private driveways and, for example only and not for limitation, the following: (i) The streetlights, 

street, parking spaces, stone retaining walls and original landscaping. Certain owners have installed 

additional landscaping as an enhancement to the original landscaping. All such additional landscaping 

installed by an owner or an owner's predecessor shall be repaired, maintained, and replaced at the expense 

of the owner, not the Association. (k) Any future improvements and additions to the Common Elements. 

-End Report- 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


