
Cutting, Piercing, Sewing and Hardware Setting Instructions Inside

Create Recklessly
                                           with Leather

Basic
techniques 
and simple
 hardware

take leather
jewelry 

beyond just
leather
cuffs.



Visit our website for a full listing of products including hardware, 
leather, leather paints and leather working tools.

Deluxe Interchangeable Tool Kit

Cutting Board & Ruler

Rotary Cutter

Utility Knife

Overstitch Wheel

Sewing Punch

Piercing tools 
include hole punches 
that match standard 

hardware, slot 
piercers for lacing, 
a parallel piercer to 

create slots for spots 
and a corner  

rounder. These can 
be used on soft 

materials like leather, 
fabric, felt and clay. 
Always pierce on a 
poly cutting board.

XS-S rivetM rivet

1/4” (6.4mm) 1/8 ”    (3.2mm)3/16” (4.8mm) 3/32” (2.4mm) corner rounder

3mm 5/16“(8mm) 5/16”(8mm)
spot piercer 1.5mm

Splayer Flaring cone 

 line 20 snapMd eyeletSm eyeletLg eyelet

Setting tools  
include three  

eyelet setters and 
a splayer, two cap 

rivet setters, two snap 
setters and a flaring 

cone. Besides leather, 
these work on a 

variety of  materials 
and can further  
simplify cold  

connections on metal. 
Always use with a 

setting block.

Create Recklessly Leather Tools
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Work Surfaces & Hammers

Straight Cuts Precise Cuts

For best results... 
• Strike your tools with a rawhide or nylon hammer 

to increase the lifespan of  your tools and limit your 
strikes to one or two firm strikes, when possible.  

• Cut and pierce leather on a poly board to protect 
your tools. The board is meant to take the impressions 
left by the tools while still remaining functional. Do 
not use cutting and piercing tools on metal.  

• Set hardware such as eyelets, cap rivets and snaps on 
the appropriate steel setting block.  

Tips: Use one side of  the board for cutting and the 
other side for piercing. This will ensure one side remains 
smoother, allowing your leather to lay flat when cutting. 
 
Stretchy leather cuts more easily if  backed with painters 
tape. This is especially helpful when cutting tassels. 

Directions: Press cutter firmly 
while carefully pulling towards 
you. Improve precise cuts by mak-
ing a small hole with the sewing 
punch where your cut will start 
and end.

Directions: Position the ruler 
over the leather you wish to keep 
and press the cutter down firmly, 
pushing along the ruler, away from 
you. You can go backwards over 
the cut if  needed but make sure 
to not move the ruler or your cuts 
won’t line up.

+
+

For straight cuts used to trim leather, 
use the rotary cutter on the cutting 
board. Pull the trigger to extend the 
blade and press the button to return it 
to its safety position.

For precise cuts that start and stop 
in the middle of  the leather, use 
the angled utility blade and the 
cutting board and ruler. The blade 
is stored in the handle for safety.



Eyelets

2

Sm eyelet

Splayer 

Sm eyelet3/32” (2.4mm)

+

3/32” eyelets

Md eyelet3/16” (4.8mm)

+

3/16” eyelets

Lg eyelet1/4” (6.4mm)

+

1/4” eyelets

Up to 3/16”

Directions: Pierce hole and insert 
eyelet from front of  leather. Turn 
over, placing the eyelet head on 
a flat or eyelet setting block. Use 
setter and hammer to flare.

Eyelets are effective in single and multiple layers of  
leather and metal. The rimmed hole can be functional 
and used to attach jump rings, earwires or laced through. 
But it can also be a just decorative touch. 

When you need a stronger eyelet, you can turn it into a 
grommet by simply adding a washer on the back of  the 
eyelet before setting it. Another way to create a strong 
connection is to splay the eyelet with the splayer setter. 
This is especially good with stretchy leathers.

While eyelets are traditionally set from the back, you can 
also set them from the front. This is especially helpful 
if  you are working on a dimensional piece or want the 
decorative flower-like setting created by the splayer. 

Rolled Eyelet

Splayed Eyelet

Troubleshooting: If  the eyelet cracks or collapses 
while setting, it was too long for the thickness of  
material. If  the eyelet pulls out of  the hole, the leather 
is either too stretchy for a rolled setting or the hole was 
pierced too large.

Cap Rivets

1/8 ”    (3.2mm) M rivetXS-S rivet

+

Directions: Pierce a 
1/8” hole and insert 
rivet post from the back 
of  the leather. Place the 
cap on the post. On the 
flat side of  the block, 
use the setter and strike 
to secure cap.

or

Cap rivets, also known as 
compression rivets or EZ 
rivets depending on the 
brand, have two parts, 
a cap and a peg. They 
work by placing the cap 
on the peg and striking it 
until the peg mushrooms 
or bends in a way that 
secures the cap. They are 
good for connections or 
embellishments.

Use the XS-S rivet setter 
for rivets up to 5mm 
and the M rivet setter for 
6-9mm rivets.

Troubleshooting: If  
the cap does not set it 
could be 1) the length 
of  the peg is too long 
for the thickness of  the 
material, 2) the hole 
is not large enough 
for the cap rim to go 
through it or, 3) you 
need a few more good 
strikes of  the hammer.



Spots Snaps
Spots are a decorative 
element flanked by 
two pegs that secure it 
to the material. While 
mainly decorative, they 
are helpful connections 
when the materials in 
your design cannot 
withstand the hammer 
pressure of  an eyelet or 
rivet. For example, they 
are ideal for attaching 
seed bead work to 
leather (see last page). 

The spot piercer works 
with 8mm spots, but 
the 1.5mm single slot 
piercer can be used to 
create custom spaced 
holes for other sizes.

5/16”(8mm)
spot piercer 

Directions: Pierce 
the leather with the 
spot setter on the poly 
board. Place the spot 
in from the front of  
the leather. Turn over  
on the poly board and 
gently tap the two 
prongs towards each 
other, one at a time.

or

5/16“(8mm)

Troubleshooting: 
Smaller spots tend to 
have the same length 
prongs as larger spots so 
they need to go through 
multiple layers. This 
ensures the exposed 
prongs are short enough 
to be able to fold  
towards each other.

 line 20 snap1/8 ”    (3.2mm)

+
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 line 20 snap

Directions: For Line 20 
snaps, pierce a 1/8” hole at 
least 1/2” from the end of  
the leather.

From the front of  the 
leather, place the cap 
through the hole. Place 
the socket on the cap.

Place the cap on the 
concave side of  the 
block. Strike the Line 20 
snap setter to flare the 
cap post.

Size the bracelet around 
your wrist and press the 
cap firmly to create an 
impression.

Lay the post on the flat side 
of  the block and strike the 
Line 20 snap setter to flare 
the post.

Pierce a 1/8” hole in the 
impression. From the back 
of  the leather, place the post 
in the hole. Place the stud on 
the post. 

6666666

 line 20 snap

Snaps make great closures for jewelry of  all types. 
While they come in many sizes, Line 20 snaps are 
the most common used for jewelry making. The 
deluxe tool kit also includes a setter for Line 24 
snaps for thicker leather.

However, snaps aren’t just a closure, you can set the 
socket with an eyelet and then fill it with clay, resin 
or other material for an instant bezel! 

Troubleshooting: If  your post collapses or you 
cannot set the snap fully, your leather may be too 
thin. Thicken the leather by making a leather washer 
to put over the post and under the socket and stud.  
If  your cap becomes offset, you overset the snap. 
Hammer with less force in the future.

back

front



Sewing Corner
Rounder 

Lacing

Directions: Use the 
overstitch wheel to mark 
the location of  your 
holes and then use the 
sewing punch to pierce 
the holes. The hole size 
depends on the cord. I 
prefer upholstery needles 
and S-LON cord.

+

3mm 1.5mm

To create even lacing 
paths for wider cord 
and laces, use the triple- 
prong slot piercer on  
the cutting board.

Use the 3mm single slot  
piercer to punch 
individual holes. This is 
especially helpful when 
creating a tightly curved 
lacing path or at the end 
of  your path when you 
need just one more slot.

Directions: After 
piercing the first set of  
3 holes, position the first 
prong in the last hole 
and pierce again to create 
even spacing. 

1.5mm

Directions: Place the 
rounder on the corner 
of  the leather, angling 
it towards the leather 
and making sure the 
corners of  the cutter 
hang off  the leather. 
Rock the cutter back 
until flat and strike. 

corner rounder

Sewing leather is done for 
both functional and deco-
rative reasons. You can use 
colorful thread or cord, like 
S-LON to stitch together 
panels into mosaics or you 
can sew a decorative path 
across the top of  leather. 
Classic embroidery stitches 
work great on leather and 
are a fun way to add an 
embellishment.

The trick to clean stitches 
is to have properly sized 
and spaced holes. Use the 
overstitch wheel and 
sewing punch to ensure 
precise stitches every time.

Troubleshooting: Adjust 
spacing between stitches 
by changing out the over-
stitch wheel. The wheels 
create 5, 6 or 7 spaces 
per inch. You can adjust 
the size of  the hole to 
accommodate the size of  
your cord and needle by 
rotating the platform on 
the sewing punch.

Troubleshooting: If  
your prongs are getting 
stuck in the leather try 
applying some saddle soap 
to the prongs. Be sure to 
polish your entire leather 
piece afterwards or the 
areas around the slots will 
look differently than the 
rest of  the surface.

Troubleshooting: The 
most common mistake 
people make when using 
this tool is to place the 
corners of  the cutting 
edges on the leather. This 
will prevent the corner 
from aligning with the 
edge of  the bracelet and 
you’ll need to retrim the 
leather edges.

The corner rounder 
creates consistent, gently 
rounded corners and 
works especially well for 
cutting rounded ends 
on 10mm leather strap. 
Punched side to side, it 
can also be used to cut 
out decorative ovals that 
resemble leaves or make 
decorative slots for  
weaving into.



Ideas to  
Inspire.
Use eyelets and rivets 
to add colored shapes to 
leather panels connected 
by spots. 

Glue leather to wood 
dowels and cut them into 
beads. Use upholstery 
nails as caps.

Stitch together leather 
panels to cover felt beads. 
Embellish wood beads 
with leather scrap

Make decorative endings 
for stitched seed bead and 
strung bead designs.

Create a foundation for 
other work, such as seed 
bead, metalwork and wire.
 
Stitch together leather 
scraps into mosaics and 
embellish with colored 
cord and beads. 

Pierce holes, glue on a 
light fabric and inlay other 
materials. Sew in beads, 
glue in leather or needle 
felt into the holes before 
applying a final backing.

Make precision cuts in 
leather, weave metal strips 
and attach with eyelets to 
create a fluid fabric.
 
Rivet together leather 
strap scrap into organic 
structures.



Available where beadsmithtm products are sold
or by visiting www.createrecklessly.com

Copyright 2015. Visit www.beadsmith.com for information on becoming a Create Recklessly reseller.
Always take standard safety precautions and review the use and safety guidelines on all your tools and supplies.

For more leather projects look 
for Beautiful Leather Jewelry 
by Melissa Cable. The tool kit is 
also a great way to use eyelets and 
cap rivets to connect together the 
layered flowers found in her book 
Metal Jewelry in Bloom.

Create Recklessly
Creative Supplies    Designed Thoughtfully


