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Chapter: Antü Collection Efficacy Results Summary

01 The Skin Barrier

The skin barrier (stratum corneum) is the outermost layer of the skin that literally protects 
the body from the outside world. The skin barrier, in turn, is comprised of two defensive 
mechanisms, a biological defense mechanism and a physical defense mechanism:
 

• The biological defense mechanism is known as the acid mantle (a.k.a. the skin 
microbiome). The acid mantle is a thin film that resides on the surface of the skin 
barrier comprised of a mixture of oils produced by the body and amino acids present 
in sweat. The acid mantle’s primary role is to maintain harmonious bacterial balance 
between the good and harmful bacteria that colonize the microbiome. 

• The physical defense mechanism is comprised of keratinized skin cells (a.k.a. 
corneocytes) which are surrounded and tightly held in place by intercellular spaces 
filled with oily compounds that are naturally produced by the human body (a.k.a. 
lipids). 

To help visualize the skin barrier, imagine the physical defense mechanism being a wall 
made up of keratinized skin cells (bricks) that are locked in place by the lipid matrix (oily 
mortar). The acid mantle can be thought of as a biological “moat” that surrounds the “wall”.

When the stratum corneum is healthy, skin feels soft, smooth, and plump.  When the 
barrier function is intact, it contains the right amount of lipids and Natural Moisturising 
Factor, which help your skin to retain water more effectively, so it becomes resilient yet 
supple (flexible) and radiant. By protecting the skin barrier, epidermis inflammation is 
reduced, so it can start re-densifying and rebuilding collagen. Finally, by reducing the 
appearance of pores, skin luminosity can be further enhanced.

Failure to address a compromised skin barrier, over time, can make one’s skin appear dull, 
dry, and flaky. The formation of fine lines and wrinkles, as well as random acne flare-
ups, are also the by-products of a compromised skin barrier. The worst-case scenario is 
inflammation because it can lead to a rapid and painful deterioration in skin integrity: for 
example, such as atopic dermatitis, a severe form of eczema, that makes skin feel itchy and 
irritated; if left untreated it can lead to red, itchy, scaly patches forming on the skin which 
can crack and weep causing severe pain and embarrassment.
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02 Antü collection

The Antü collection is focused on protecting, restoring, and strengthening the skin barrier.  
It focuses on managing reactive oxygen species (ROS) that cause oxidative stress in skin, 
while supporting the microbiome.  Our patent-pending AntüComplexTM was specifically 
designed to both soothe irritation and reduce inflammation, especially when caused by sun 
exposure, pollution, and inflammaging (chronic, low-grade inflammation caused by the 
aging process).   

The collection includes six products, appropriate for all skin types, each of which has a 
complementary special functionality and purpose (summary below):

• Moisturizer: protective cream that hydrates, helps with UV recovery, and refines the 
appearance of pores.

• Night Cream: rich, nourishing night cream that not only hydrates, but also leaves skin 
looking and feeling soft and radiant.

• Eye Cream: lightweight eye cream that helps hydrate, firm, smooth, and reduce the 
appearance of dark circles.
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• Serum: light serum that hydrates, plumps and firms the skin.

• Gel Cleanser: gentle, everyday cleanser that helps smooth, protect, and balance the 
skin.

• Radiance Mist: invigorating spray that hydrates, soothes, and refines the appearance 
of pores.

03 AntüComplex™

The Antu collection builds on the innovative ANTUCOMPLEX™ a novel, innovative, patent-
pending formula made from a synergistic blend of botanical extracts derived from three key 
Patagonian plants known for their ability to soothe irritation and reduce inflammation that 
we collectively refer to as “M3”.  

• Matico (Buddleja globosa): contains powerful antioxidants such as flavonoids which 
help soothe irritated skin.

• Maqui (Aristotelia chilensis): traditionally used to treat inflammation, it contains 
polyphenols with a high anthocyanin content. It helps to boost sun protection by 
inhibiting UVB-induced cell damage.

• Murtilla (Ugni molinae): traditionally used to treat inflammatory conditions, it 
contains polyphenols such as flavonols and is a potent source of antioxidants.

Our patent-pending AntüComplex™ is a proprietary blend of M3 with hydrolized hyaluronic 
acid that synergistically yields a powerfully protective formula.

• M3 (matico + maqui + murtilla) soothes irritation and reduces inflammation.

• Hydrolized Hyaluronic Acid both hydrates the skin and helps it to retain moisture, 
thereby providing a skin “priming” effect that accentuates the activity of antioxidants.

The AntüComplex™ is supplemented with other plant and/or fruit extracts indigenous to 
South America that are known for their immuno-stimulant and analgesic properties.

For example, for daytime-specific products like the Moisturizer and Serum, we add Box 
Bean (Entada phaseoloides) that contains entadamide A which both inhibits inflammation 
and serves as a UV absorber, together with phaseoloidinis which serves as a free radical 
scavenger. 
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04 Efficacy Testing

Our products are unquestionably effective because we conduct efficacy testing under the 
supervision of a dermatologist at a third-party test facility to prove it.  We insist on doing 
efficacy tests on every single product – a uniquely high standard within the industry.  We 
perform our testing using well-known instrumentation rather than relying on customer 
experience surveys, because we believe that quantitative measurements are more powerful 
than opinions.

A summary of Antu Collection product functionality is presented above.  A brief definition 
of each parameter and the measurement instrumentation used for its quantification, is 
provided below:

• “Hydrated” means the skin possesses a healthy/adequate amount of water. A 
Corneometer® is used to measure water content.

• “Soft” refers to the ability of skin to retain a healthy/adequate amount of water. A 
Tewameter® is used to measure water loss via evaporation from the skin surface.

• “Smooth” refers to skin that is not flaky/excessively desquamated. A Squamescan® is 
used to measure skin desquamation/flakiness.

• “Luminous” refers to pore size. A VISIA® is used to scan the skin surface and capture 
visual information relating to pore size.

• “Radiant” refers to evenness of skin tone. A VISIA® is used to scan the skin surface 
and capture visual information relating to skin tone homogeneity.

• “Eyes” refers to the presence of discolored skin around the eyes. A VISIA® is used to 
scan the skin surface and capture visual information relating to skin discoloration.

• “Firmer” refers to skin elasticity/bounce back. A Cutometer® is used to measure the 
viscoelastic properties of skin.

• “Plump” refers to skin density. A Dermascan® is used to evaluate the density of 
collagen and elastin within the epidermis.
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• “Balance” refers to skin that is secreting a healthy/appropriate amount of sebum. A 
Sebumeter® is used to measure the amount of sebum secreted by the skin.

• “Supple” refers to skin that visually appears healthy, soft and radiant. Customer 
feedback involves the use of a questionnaire given to customers to rate the 
suppleness of their skin.

Detailed efficacy test results, together with their corresponding efficacy panel disclosures, 
are found at the end of this document.

05 Certifications

Every country has their own cosmetics laws. We comply with each country’s laws by 
registering our products with the appropriate governmental health authorities, wherever 
we are sold.  We voluntarily work with independent, third party certification bodies in 
order to demonstrate the integrity of our supply chain, product safety and microbiome 
compatibility, as well as cruelty-free and vegan status. All of these agencies audit our 
formulations, ingredient certifications of authenticity and supplier claims. 

** Certified by Ecocert
O = Organic and N = Natural
† By Vegan Society
‡ By Leaping Bunny   
Codex also successfully passed Ecocert’s annual audit in June 2020.
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06 Efficacy Testing and Details

Details from each efficacy study for each product are presented here, including a brief 
summary of the test protocol.

MOISTURIZER
Claim: protection cream that hydrates, helps with UV recovery, and refines the appearance 
of pores.

STUDY RESULTS
34 Women, aged 35-64, with loose skin and enlarged pores, applied our Antü Brightening 
Moisturizer to their face twice a day for 28 consecutive days. Prior to beginning the study, all 
subjects completed a one-week washout period using only a neutral cleanser on their face 
throughout the week. They were also specifically instructed to refrain from using any anti-
aging products during the entire study. All results reported were statistically significant.

NIGHT CREAM
Claim: rich, nourishing night cream that hydrates and leaves skin soft and radiant

STUDY RESULTS
32 Women, aged 36-60, with enlarged pores applied our Antü Brightening Night Cream 
to their face once a day at night for 56 consecutive days. Prior to beginning the study, all 
subjects completed a one-week washout period using only a neutral cleanser on their face 
throughout the week. They were also specifically instructed to refrain from using any anti-
aging products during the entire study. All results reported were statistically significant.  
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EYE CREAM
Claim: lightweight eye cream that helps hydrate, firm, smooth, and reduce the appearance 
of dark circles.

STUDY RESULTS
32 Women, aged 35-65, with loose skin, dark circles and eyebags, applied our Antü 
Brightening Eye Cream to their eye area twice a day for 56 consecutive days. Prior to 
beginning the study, all subjects completed a one-week washout period using only a 
neutral cleanser on their face throughout the week. They were also specifically instructed 
to refrain from using any anti-aging products during the entire study. All results reported 
were statistically significant.

SERUM
Claim: light serum that hydrates and helps skin plump and firm

STUDY RESULTS
34 Women, aged 35-65, with loose skin, wrinkles, dark circles and eyebags, applied our 
Antü Brightening Serum to their face twice a day for 56 consecutive days. Prior to beginning 
the study, all subjects completed a one-week washout period using only a neutral cleanser 
on their face throughout the week. They were also specifically instructed to refrain from 
using any anti-aging products during the entire study. All results reported were statistically 
significant. 
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GEL CLEANSER 
Claim: gentle, everyday cleanser that helps smooth, protect, and balance the skin

STUDY RESULTS
35 Women, aged 18-40, with combination to mostly greasy skin and enlarged pores, used 
our Antü Refreshing Gel Cleanser to wash their face twice a day for 28 consecutive days.  
Prior to beginning the study, all subjects completed a one-week washout period using only 
a neutral cleanser on their face throughout the week. They were also specifically instructed 
to refrain from using any anti-aging products during the entire study. All results reported 
were statistically significant.

RADIANCE MIST 
Claim: invigorating spray that hydrates, soothes, and refines the appearance of pores

STUDY RESULTS
35 Women, aged 35-65, with dry skin, enlarged pores and uneven skin texture applied 
our Antü Refreshing Radiance Mist to their face twice a day for 14 consecutive days. Prior 
to beginning the study, all subjects completed a one-week washout period using only a 
neutral cleanser on their face throughout the week. They were also specifically instructed 
to refrain from using any anti-aging products during the entire study. All results reported 
were statistically significant.
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