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Jonathan Wilson founded WoodenBoat in 1974 with the publication of the first issue of The WOODENBOAT.  
He assembled the magazine from his remote cabin in North Brooksville, Maine, with no electricity or running water,  
and his only phone was actually nailed to a tree a half-mile down his road. Taking issue #1 (which featured the  
Murray Peterson schooner SILVER HEELS on the front cover) to the Newport Rhode Island Sailboat Show, Jon sold 
400 individual copies and signed up 200 subscribers. Targeted to boatbuilders, designers, and boat owners, as well as 
woodworkers, WoodenBoat is published six times a year, and now has a broad domestic and international audience. 

Today, over 40 people work at WoodenBoat Publications, encompassing:
• WoodenBoat magazine, with a world-wide readership, over four decades in publication.
• Professional BoatBuilder, highly regarded magazine to the trade, published since 1989. 
• REFIT, industry trade show for yacht and boat refit and repair professionals.
• The WoodenBoat Show, travels to various sites, including Newport RI, St. Michaels MD, and Mystic CT.
• On-line, www.woodenboat.com website includes building resources, the Register of Wooden Boats, an active 
forum, magazine index, launchings, Marketplace, events calendar, Facebook site, and more.
• WoodenBoat Research Library, collects nautical books, and compiles information.
• WoodenBoat School, offers 1 and 2 week courses, teaching over 800 students each year since 1981.
• WoodenBoat Books, publisher of books on boatbuilding, design, repair, history, and woodworking.
• The WoodenBoat Store, offers unique items via mail order since 1975 and web orders since 1994,  featuring 
books, boatbuilding plans, magazine back issues, model kits, hard-to-find tools, clothing, gifts and gear.  

The magazine office was originally a summer house for the Alexander Porter family of Boston, and was completed 
in 1916 at a cost of $250,000. It was built of brick and block, as was the barn, now the shop for our WoodenBoat 
School. Many of the materials were brought by schooner to Great Cove, and a hangar-like structure was erected  
allowing construction to continue through the winter. The Porter fortunes changed with the crash of 1929, and they  
finally sold the house and 250 acres in 1937 for $13,000. In November of 1980 the 60 acre property was purchased 
by WoodenBoat, and became headquarters by June of 1981. The Store was designed by George Parker, and built 
in 2003. It houses The WoodenBoat Store’s retail shop,  catalog  fulfillment operations, as well as our WoodenBoat 

Books publishing offices.      
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