
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Do I need to replace my seat? 

Yes – After a severe or moderate accident you should 

replace your seat 

What about a “minor” accident? 

It’s irresponsible for any organisation in Australia to 

conclude a child safety seat is safe to use after a minor 

collision.  Not all potential damage can be seen with the 

naked eye, including webbing stretching or distortion. 

Can any organisation certify a seat after an accident? 

There is no agency, department, or organisation that 

certify a seat is safe to use after any accident – no one is 

willing to take on the potential risk. 

What about insurance? 

Yes!  Most vehicle insurers will cover, up to a limit, the 

replacement of your child safety seat.  Your insurer may 

require you to keep the safety seat for assessment – 

however DO NOT USE the seat after a severe crash 

Can the insurance company assess my seats safety after an 

accident? 

If your insurer advises your seat is safe for continued use 

then ensure you attain that in writing. 

What are manufacturer recommendations? 

Manufacturers complying with the AS/NZ1754 standard 

recommend to destroy their restraints when involved in a 

severe crash, even if no sign of damage is obvious. 
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Why should I render my car seat unusable? 

By ensuring that out of date, or damaged car seats are 

disposed of correctly, we help prevent children being put 

at risk 

How do I dispose of my safety seat? 

Although safety seats are made up of approximately 92% 

recyclable materials, and some pilot programs are 

underway – infortunately they are still ineligible for 

normal recycling.  Check with your local council for any 

pilot programs, or with the manufacturer of your safety 

seat for any programs they are aware of 

The steps for preparing to dispose of your seat are; 

1. Remove all covers and inserts 

2. Cut the harness, top tether and adjuster webbing 

3. Remove the “5 Tick” standards sticker 

4. Write “DO NOT USE” prominently on the seat 

5. Remove any smaller parts from the shell to make 

it easier to dispose of 
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