
 

Who are we? 
 
We are Babbel GmbH. With a team of more than 750 employees from over 50 
countries, we work day in, day out in Berlin and New York to make language 
learning possible for everyone. Since the learners are our main focus, our varied 
language courses are conceptualized from the latest findings on language teaching 
research, and aim for the greatest possible flexibility in language learning. 
 
Our “Babbel for Business” Offer 
 
We are a dedicated and proficient team, working on the continual expansion and 
enhancement of our course content. In our portfolio, we offer beginner, intermediate 
and advanced courses. For some language combinations, we even offer specialized 
business courses with subject-specific language.   
 

● Our courses are “hand-crafted” and created exclusively by specialists in our 
Didactics team. This means that all courses are created by native speakers 
and certified foreign language teachers, while adhering to current didactic 
standards. 

● We explicitly focus on linguistic particularities and cultural differences in the 
course, with the aid of small additional tips, always tailored to the learner’s 
language. 

● Our courses are voiced by native and also non-native speakers so as to show 
the diversity of each language. When choosing the speakers, we ensure to 
showcase a range of accents, so that our learners can get used to the 
differences between them. 

● We carefully select the vocabulary for our courses, as well as the types of 
exercises within them, according to the learning objective. We then combine 
this with real conversation scenarios.  

● Cultural diversity is a core value for Babbel and we express this in our courses. 
We avoid stereotypes and attempt to portray the image of society as a whole, 
to the best of our ability.  

● With our speech recognition, employees can practice their pronunciation in a 
safe environment, so that they feel self-confident and prepared for their first 
real-life conversations.  

● Our portfolio offers a diverse range of learning activities, so that every type of 
learner (visual, auditory, communicative, kinesthetic...) gets their money’s 



 
worth. With these learning activities - i.e. the Babbel lessons, the repetition 
manager, the podcasts, the games, the Babbel Magazine articles and the 
Babbel Live/Intensive courses - the learners can structure their learning 
according to their mood, in a varied and flexible way.  

● Our courses are available both online and offline.  
 

 

How long does it take to learn a language? 

 

In short, it depends... 
 

● Depending on prior knowledge, time investment and target level, the learners 
tend to be able to achieve their goal quickly. 

● Basic knowledge can certainly be achieved in just a few months. 
● If a person already has basic knowledge and would like to reach a more 

advanced level, it will take longer to internalize the linguistic subtleties. It is 
therefore easier to progress from A1 to A2 than from B2 to C1.   

● The more time spent on language learning, the faster the learner can reach 
their learning objective.  

● It should, however, be noted that not every language can be learned at the 
same speed. In a short space of time, native English speakers will find it 
considerably easier to learn to speak Dutch or Swedish at a high level (due to 
prior knowledge and similar language structure) than, for example, Polish or 
Spanish.  

     

 

 

 

 

  



 

What level can be reached after a particular learning period? 
Approximate benchmarks for learning a foreign language.  

 Learning period in hours (60 Min.) / Learning time to reach the 
respective level (estimated, average learning times) 

 A1 A2 B1 B2 C1 C2 

German 60-150 150-262 262-487 487-600 600-750 750-1050 

English 60-135 135-150 262-300 375-450 525-750 750-900 

Spanish 60-75 75-150 150-300 300-413 413-675 675-825 

French 60-135 135-263 263-368 368-548 548-788 788-1088 

 
As previously mentioned, there are many important factors at play when it comes to 
learning a language. The times provided are therefore only to be used as a rough guide. 
Depending on the learner and the respective requirements, the length of time taken to 
successfully reach a particular level differs.   

Our tips for successfully learning a language 

● Set yourself a concrete, realistic goal! 
● Better to learn a few minutes a day, or several times a week, than a few hours 

every few weeks. 
● Create a pleasant and comfortable learning atmosphere for yourself. 
● Make the most of every opportunity and integrate language learning into 

your daily routine. 
● Vary your language learning. 
● For example, take a Babbel lesson and go over some vocab in the review 

manager, listen to our Babbel podcasts and read the corresponding 
transcripts, or practice your pronunciation with our voice recognition. You can 



 
even try out one of our Babbel Live/Babbel Intensive courses and learn 
together with other language learners, accompanied by a certified language 
teacher.     

 
 
Our Methods 
 

● We take a communicative approach in the app as well as in our Live lessons. 
Learners should therefore be able to overcome their fear of speaking as fast as 
possible. 

● Grammar and vocabulary is conveyed inductively, with the help of realistic 
example sentences. 

● Grammar and vocabulary is also conveyed deductively. 
● Not only do we train the four skills of language acquisition, but also include 

cultural aspects of the learning language (like dialects, customs and 
traditions…).  

● Our learning units range from 10-15 minutes, since routine learning is better 
than doing just two hours in a given day. 

● We have an AI-assisted in-app review manager, in order to consolidate 
learned vocabulary and grammar (listening, speaking and writing can be 
practiced, or index cards can be viewed, as necessary). 

● We believe in the concept of Blended Learning, which combines the different 
Babbel learning experiences in a meaningful way. 

 
  



 
 
Blended Learning 

Blended learning constitutes a form of learning that cultivates a didactically 
meaningful connection between traditional language lessons with teachers, and 
forms of e-learning. Babbel lives this concept and has created an ecosystem for its 
learners, in which all learning experiences are connected to one another. Before 
each Babbel Live lesson, learners can familiarize themselves with the appropriate 
units for a given course. Subsequently, they can consolidate their newly acquired 
knowledge with a podcast or an article. All learners can decide for themselves, which 
learning experience they would like to utilize. They can then continue learning with 
the lessons, teaching units, podcasts or articles recommended by Babbel. 
With Babbel’s blended learning approach, the learner has the option to practice and 
train the four skills (listening, speaking, writing and reading) in a comprehensive 
learning environment, in order to be able to communicate in everyday work settings, 
as well as during a personal conversation.    
 

 
________________________________ 
Maren Pauli, Head of B2B Didactics              



 

Appendix: 
 

 

Level Babbel 
Level 

Abilities  Words 

C2 Advanced ● Can easily understand virtually everything 
heard or read.  

● Can summarize information from different 
spoken and written sources; reconstructing 
arguments and accounts in a coherent 
presentation.  

● Can express themselves spontaneously,  
fluently and precisely, differentiating finer 
shades of meaning even in more complex 
situations. 

16.000 

C1 Advanced ● Can understand a wide range of demanding, 
longer texts and recognize implicit meaning.  

● Can express themselves fluently and 
spontaneously without much obvious 
searching for expressions.  

● Can use language flexibly and effectively for 
social, academic and professional purposes.  

● Can produce clear, well-structured, detailed 
text on complex subjects, showing controlled 
use of organizational patterns, connectors and 
cohesive devices. 

8.000 

B2 Intermediate/ 
Independent 

● Can understand the main ideas of complex 
text on both concrete and abstract topics, 
including technical discussions in their field of 
specialization.  

● Can interact with a degree of fluency and 
spontaneity that makes regular interaction 
with native speakers quite possible without 
strain for either party.  

● Can produce clear, detailed text on a wide 
range of subjects and explain a viewpoint on a 
topical issue giving the advantages and 
disadvantages of various options. 

4.000 



 

B1 Pre-
Intermediate 

● Can understand the main points of clear 
standard input on familiar matters regularly 
encountered in work, school, leisure, etc.  

● Can deal with most situations likely to arise 
while travelling in an area where the learning 
language is spoken.   

● Can produce simple connected text on topics 
which are familiar or of personal interest.  

● Can describe experiences and events, dreams, 
hopes & ambitions and briefly give reasons and 
explanations for opinions and plans. 

2.000 

A2 Beginner ● Can understand sentences and frequently 
used expressions related to areas of most 
immediate relevance (e.g. very basic personal 
and family information, shopping, local 
geography, employment).  

● Can communicate in simple and routine tasks 
requiring a simple and direct exchange of 
information on familiar and routine matters.   

● Can describe in simple terms aspects their 
background, immediate environment and 
matters in areas of immediate need. 

1.000 

A1 Newcomer/ 
Beginner 

● Can understand and use familiar everyday 
expressions and very basic phrases aimed at 
the satisfaction of needs of a concrete type.  

● Can introduce themselves and others and can 
ask and answer questions about personal 
details such as where they live, people they 
know and things they have.  

● Can interact in a simple way provided the 
other person talks slowly and clearly and is 
prepared to help. 

500 
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