
GeckoTek Magnetic Base System Installation Guide 

 Intro 

This guide is to assist you in installing your GeckoTek Magnetic Base into you MakerBot Replicator 

2X. This will allow you to quickly and easily attach and remove your GeckoTek Build Pate to and from 

your 3D Printer.   

Before preforming this procedure, make sure that your 3D printer is off and unplugged. If you have 

done a recent print, allow everything to cool down to a room temperature. Then you can begin the 

installation process 

 Things you will need 

Included in your box will be four 10mm long M3 flat head bolts.  You will also need a Philips 

screwdriver for this installation (not included).  

This kit re-uses some of the stock Makerbot Replicator 2X parts including the leveling springs and 

thumb nuts.  Pay close attention to the instruction and take care not to lose anything during the 

installation.  

  Installation 

1.  Remove the Bed Leveling Thumb Screws 

Remove the thumb nuts that are used to level the build platform.  You may need to raise the 

z-carriage up to get access to them. Take care not to lose them. They will be reused to 

attach and level your GeckoTek Magnetic Base.  

 

Unscrew and Remove. 

You will Re-use these. 



 

 

2. Remove the stock Print surface and mounting bracket 

With the thumb nuts removed, the print surface should be free to lift straight up. You may 

need to lower the Z-carriage to provide room to remove the assembly. Take care to save the 

stock bed leveling springs.  Also be aware of the wires connected to the bed heater.  

Use the philips screwdriver to remove the four screws holding the steel cover plate on. 

Remove the metal shield and the white heat insulator.  

     

 

3. Peel off the Silicone Bed Heater 

We are going to re-use the existing silicone heating pad. Start in the corner and peel up the 

silicone heater. Be careful not to rip or damage it in the process. Avoid using a knife or other 

sharp objects that could damage the heater. Also be aware of the wires that are still attached. 

This is the most difficult part of the installation. Go slow and be patient and you will be able to 

get it. 
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4. Attach the Heater to the GeckoTek Magnetic Base 

The Silicone heater will still be stick and can be re-applied to the bottom (side without 

magnets) of the Magnetic Base.  Also be aware of the front of the Magnetic Base where the 

cut out is along the edge.   

 

Try your best to center it the heater in the base. This should leave the threaded inserts un-

covered. Place it lightly at first until the placement is right. Make sure the wires on the 

silicone heater go towards the back of the Magnetic Base. Then use your palm and thumbs 

to firmly press and smooth out the heater onto the Magnetic Base. 
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5. Attach the Insulator and shield 

Gather the white insulator pad and the metal heat shield. Place the insulator between the  

metal shield and silicone heater.  Install the heat shield using the provided M3x10 bolts so 

that the single leveling screw is towards the back.  

 It is very important to install the screws holding the shield only finger tight. The heat 

shield is made of stainless steel and it expands with temperature at a different rate than the 

aluminum.  Even from the factory this has been reported to cause the Build Platform to 

bend when it reaches printing temperatures. Leaving these screws finger tight will allow the 

plates to slide relative to each other and prevent the warping.  

 

 

6. Install the GeckoTek Magnetic Base and go through the Bed Leveling Procedure 

Install the GeckoTek Magnetic Base in the original Bed leveling holes with the stock springs 

in place.  Tighten the stock thumb nuts to secure down the Magnetic Base.  

 



Place the GeckoTek Build Plate on top of the Base. If it is not centered, gently slide the plate 

so that it doesn’t overhang the edges of the plate. Go through the built in process of leveling 

the Build Plate. If you have questions about bed leveling, consult the Makerbot user manual.  

Note: It is highly recommend to level the bed with a slightly larger gap between the nozzle 

and print surface than with the stock surface. The GeckoTek Build plate provides a high level 

of adhesion and having a ‘squished’ first layer can result in parts that are difficult to remove. 
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Step 6: Ready to start Printing!  

Your GeckoTek Magnetic Base system is now ready to use. Before printing, consult the 

GeckoTek User guide for recommended print settings and best practices.  

 


