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This book is the product of six years of grappling with how literacy educators and activists can 

understand and confront—with their students and their communities—mis- and disinformation. 
Galvanized by the events and information landscape leading up to, surrounding, and following from 
the 2016 US presidential election, alongside bigger cultural and technological changes, we issued a call 
for papers for a special issue of our journal, Literacy in Composition Studies. The topic and its challenges 
resonated with many of our colleagues, and we could choose to feature just a few of the many submissions 
we received in the 2017 special issue: Literacy, Democracy and Fake News (https://licsjournal.org/index.
php/LiCS/issue/view/42). In working with our authors, we were inspired to continue focusing on the 
complexities raised in the special issue, and to invite more of the respondents to the original call to 
contribute. Guided by the journal’s open-access ethos, we envisioned a free and accessible manuscript 
that could serve both within and beyond the walls (or Zoom screens) of classrooms. 

It is worth thanking the original special issue authors for the way that their work, particularly around 
software and networked literacies, shaped our thinking as we moved forward with this book. Without 
their research and insight, this project would likely have become more of a two-dimensional primer. 
Thank you to Annette Vee, Tim Laquintano, Jacob Craig, Christopher Minnix, and David Riche; your 
work has made this book better by extension. Thanks, too, to Adele Leon and Tom Miller, who served as 
respondents, authoring a useful framing and introduction to the special issue. And much appreciation 
goes to our former co-editor Holly Middleton, who was essential not only to this issue but to the early 
conceptualization of this book; we miss you. 

For all the work of collecting, revising, framing, and finalizing the book, obvious thanks go to all of 
the collection’s authors who stayed the course, revised generously, stayed abreast of the ever-changing 
nature of information networks, and believed in the project. Special thanks go to the diverse cast of 
literacy and information experts who willingly talked with Tara and provided windows into their work 
and their worlds: we thank each of our interviewees for contributing so meaningfully in ways that, we 
believe, makes this book one of a kind. 

We were encouraged and guided throughout the process by our long-time advocate and friend, Steve 
Parks, and the series co-editor Jessica Pauszek. We are delighted to be included in the Working and 
Writing for Change series and hope our readers will seek out other titles in the series to illuminate their 
thinking. We thank the reviewers who offered constructive feedback that guided our revisions and were 
particularly generative for the editors’ introduction. Justin Lewis, our longtime collaborator, webmaster 
for the journal, and much more, laid out the book beautifully and brought Tara’s hand-drawn cover 
concept to illuminated life. Co-editors of Literacy in Composition Studies Kara Poe Alexander and Helen 
Sandoval kept the journal running smoothly and us on task during times we were distracted by this 
project. We offer further thanks to our editorial board, editorial associates, and readers of the journal—
especially the special issue—for valuing literacy studies and keeping us honest. 

Finally, our personal networks beyond our collective team have supported, encouraged, and 
withstood the length of this project. Our hearty thanks, love, and appreciation to Reid Spice, Laura Plotts, 
Amy Borden, Megan Kelly, and Erin Dickson.
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