
Medicine

Slide One

Man with a doctor, Cornelis Visscher (II), after Adriaen Brouwer, 1638 -
1658

In a room, a doctor cares for or operates on the foot of a man who sits in a chair
and rests his foot on a block of wood. The patient pulls a tormented face. A
second man observes the treatment from behind his table. In the background a
man in a storage room.

Rijksmuseum
https://www.rijksmuseum.nl/en/collection/RP-P-OB-62.112

Slide Two

Visiting the Sick, Michael Sweerts, c. 1646 - c. 1649 

Helpful visitors enter the home of a poor family to minister to the sick. Seated
next to a bed, a doctor points his finger upward, as though to say that only God
holds man’s fate in his hands. Standing by the side of an old woman is a child,
who gazes imploringly at the viewer. 

Rijksmuseum
https://www.rijksmuseum.nl/en/collection/SK-A-2848

Slide Three

Doctor and Death, 1650

A doctor in his study. Next to him death as a skeleton that presents him with
a plant and a skull.

Rijksmuseum
https://www.rijksmuseum.nl/en/collection/RP-P-2002-334

Slide Four

Shoulder surgery, Jan van der Bruggen, after David Teniers (II), 1659 - 1740

In a room, a man is operated on his shoulder by another man. A woman looks on. On
the wall hangs a print or drawing of a man.

Rijksmuseum
https://www.rijksmuseum.nl/en/collection/RP-P-1906-3042

https://www.rijksmuseum.nl/en/collection/RP-P-OB-62.112
https://www.rijksmuseum.nl/en/collection/SK-A-2848
https://www.rijksmuseum.nl/en/collection/RP-P-1906-3042
https://www.rijksmuseum.nl/en/collection/RP-P-2002-334


Slide Five

The Sick Woman, Jan Havicksz. Steen, c. 1663 - c. 1666 

Faint from fever, the young woman rests her head on a pillow. Is she perhaps
lovesick? Is she pregnant? To find out, a quack would put a strip of his patient’s
clothing in a brazier to smoulder – the scent would disclose her secret. Jan Steen
here presents such a charlatan making a diagnosis. His old-fashioned attire
characterizes him as a comic character. 

Rijksmuseum
https://www.rijksmuseum.nl/en/collection/SK-C-230

Slide Six

The Anemic Lady', Samuel van Hoogstraten, 1660 - 1678 

'The pale lady'. Interior with a sick young woman sitting on a chair next to a table for a
box bed. Under her foot she has a stew, on the right is a cat. Behind the woman, a doctor
holds a gully of urine against the light, next to him is a man. On the left a staircase leads
to other rooms, above the door hangs a painting. In the back room a fireplace with a cloak
piece.

Rijksmuseum
https://www.rijksmuseum.nl/en/collection/SK-C-152

Slide Seven

Het Gevoel: man takes care of a wound, 
Jacob Gole, after Jan Havicksz. Stone, 1670 - 1724

The sense feeling. A man is nursing a wound on his leg. The print is part of a series with the
five senses.

Rijksmuseum
https://www.rijksmuseum.nl/en/collection/RP-P-OB-17.126

Slide Eight

The Superintendents of the Collegium Medicum in Amsterdam, 1683, Adriaen
Backer,

Group portrait of the inspectors of the Collegium Medicum in Amsterdam, 1683. On the
left the guild servant Sieuwert van Duynen. At the table the doctors Egbertus Veen,
Bonaventura van Dortmont and Joan Verwout and the pharmacists Johannes de Vriest, his
son and Jacobus Danckertsz. the Ry. On the wall depictions of Apollo and a goddess.

Rijksmuseum
https://www.rijksmuseum.nl/en/collection/SK-C-360

https://www.rijksmuseum.nl/en/collection/RP-P-OB-17.126
https://www.rijksmuseum.nl/en/collection/SK-C-360
https://www.rijksmuseum.nl/en/collection/SK-C-230
https://www.rijksmuseum.nl/en/collection/SK-C-152


Slide Nine

The Profligate Punished by Neglect, 1774

Edward Penny RA, 1714–1791, British, 

Yale Center for British Art 
https://collections.britishart.yale.edu/catalog/tms:984

Slide Ten

Amputation 

Thomas Rowlandson, February 20th 1785

A group of six surgeons and doctors surround a terrified man as he has his leg
amputated.

The Metropolitan Museum of Art 
https://www.metmuseum.org/art/collection/search/789514

Slide Eleven

Plate 33 from 'Los Caprichos': To the Count Palatine (Al Conde Palatino.)

1799

Goya (Francisco de Goya y Lucientes) (Spanish, Fuendetodos 1746–1828
Bordeaux)

In this scene, Goya laid bare the harmful consequences of treatments by quack doctors,
exemplified by the richly dressed man whose hand is in the mouth of a grimacing patient; in the foreground, 
another man vomits, and a third patient sits, possibly also retching. Goya based the print on the drawing 
(35.103.10) but simplified the final composition. The scene could have been inspired by an experiment by a 
royal physician, Francisco Javier de Balmis, that used medicinal plants to treat venereal diseases and induced 
violent vomiting. That controversy, widely publicized in the Madrid press, could explain the symptoms shown 
here.

The Metropolitan Museum of Art 
https://www.metmuseum.org/art/collection/search/378027

& 

Photograph of three antique patent medicine bottles in my own  collection. These three
medicine bottles (Daffy’s Elixir, Dalby’s Carminative and Turlington’s Balsam of Life)
nicely illustrate the unusual and distinctive packaging adopted by many early quack and
patent medicine proprietors in Britain to ‘brand’ their products. 

Wikicommons
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Three_early_medicine_bottles.jpg

https://collections.britishart.yale.edu/catalog/tms:984
https://www.metmuseum.org/art/collection/search/378027
https://www.metmuseum.org/art/collection/search/789514


Slide Twelve

The Doctor Dismissing Death

1785

Peter Simon

A skeleton, representing death, enters through a window at left, while a
doctor points a syringe at him at right. The patient is seated next to the doctor, holding up a spoon to 
protect him from the advance of Death.

The Metropolitan Museum of Art 
https://www.metmuseum.org/art/collection/search/810928

Slide Thirteen

Hospital, Middlesex, from "Ackermann's Repository"

1808

Bare room, with occasional beds along the walls, holding female patients.
Fireplace left, and two doctors, right foreground. Title, artists', and publisher's
names below.

Smithsonian
https://www.si.edu/object/hospital-middlesex-ackermanns-repository:chndm_1961-105-257

https://www.metmuseum.org/art/collection/search/810928
https://www.si.edu/object/hospital-middlesex-ackermanns-repository:chndm_1961-105-257
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