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Work for FNE! 

We’re in search of 

 Direct Support  

Professionals &  

Supervisors in 

Hillsboro. 

Apply online: 

Farmsteads-ne.org 

Click on  

Get Involved, 

choose employment. 

Shop at Amazon Smile 

& Amazon donates a portion of 
the proceeds to FNE . Go to 

smile.amazon.com & choose 

Farmsteads as your charity. 

Happy Shopping! 

 

 

Farmsteads of New England’s 

 12th Annual Golf Scramble 
We have rescheduled our golf scramble to the Fall at 

the stunning Windham Country Club. 

Please join us on September 28th. 

The practice green and driving range are open! 

The awards luncheon will be served and 

all CDC guidelines will be closely followed! 

Please visit our website for more information and to 

sign up:  Farmsteads-ne.org 

Click on the Events tab and choose  

Golf  Scramble in the drop down menu or see the sign 

up sheet in this newsletter to mail back! 

 

 

 

 

 

We have sponsorship opportunities available  

for this event. Please email Cathy: 

Cathleen@farmsteads-ne.org 



Greetings from the desk of the Executive Director 

Wow!  What a spring it has been!  I know we’ve all heard the term “unprecedented” too 
many times lately, so how about “unparalleled”, “extraordinary”, or “unique”???   It 

certainly has been all of those!  We are weathering the pandemic storm and feel like 
we’re coming out the other side (although who knows what the future holds?).    

We did have COVID-19 in one of our residences early on and have had a handful of 

staff come down with it as well, but fortunately everyone had a mild case – no hospitali-
zations and most people recovered within a few days.  When it hit, we battened the 
hatches and quarantined or isolated people in their residences, reduced the number of 

staff going from one residence to another, and managed to keep the remaining 5 resi-
dences on the Hillsborough farmstead free of the virus!  We are just now beginning to allow families to 
visit their loved ones on the farmstead (by appointment, outside only, and with temperatures taken, and 

questions about symptoms, travel, etc. answered in the negative).  We also had to suspend all communi-
ty based day services in accordance with the NH Governor’s Stay at Home order (as well as in accord-

ance with good old common sense).  This was particularly difficult for families and meant that we had 
to furlough most of our staff in Epping.  We are just now beginning to provide community based day 
services again on a limited basis for those who can tolerate wearing masks.  

WE ARE SO VERY GRATEFUL for all the support we’ve received!   

 We received both a PPP loan and an EIDL advance loan from the federal government.  These have 

allowed us to remain financially stable throughout this critical time.  

 The state of NH has really come through – providing PPE as needed, providing various grants to 
help the different constituent groups in the state, and providing timely advice as needed by the De-

partment of Public Health.   

 Our donors are stepping up and giving a strong response to our annual appeal which will help sus-
tain us despite various fundraising events being cancelled or postponed.  

 Various families have given our staff and residents surprise treats. 

  Our staff have been AMAZING!  While some had to stay home due to underlying health conditions 
or with young children, most took a deep breath, put on the required PPE, and kept coming to work 

providing whatever support was needed - personal care, emotional support, grocery shopping, ...  
They even arranged a fun “spirit week” with themed days.   

We hope and pray that all of you receiving this newsletter are healthy and have the supports you need.  

We are so appreciative of all the supports we’ve received during this difficult time.  THANK YOU ALL!  

While our response to the COVID-19 pandemic has taken the front seat in our minds, we have not ne-
glected our plans to add residential services in Epping.  We are doing the pre-development work and 
anticipate applying for funds later this year so we can start construction.  (More on this front in the fu-

ture!)   

Deborah DeScenza 



GREETINGS FROM THE FARM! 
The world around us may be in a crazy state but here on the farm, 

we are continuing to do what we do best! The gardens are growing despite 

the lack of rain. We are producing asparagus, spinach, rhubarb, arugula 

and radishes thus far. All our summer crops are in the ground and we are 

diligently and delicately caring for them. The farmers are doing an amaz-

ing job watering crops as we get them into the ground. We took advantage 

of the stay at home order and got most of our crops in early so they were 

able to establish strong root growth before the June drought began. This year we 

are participating in the Henniker Farmer’s Market on Thursdays from 4-7pm 

through mid-October. With our mobile farm stand, set-up is a snap and it gives 

us the ability to display our products beautifully. Our CSA (Community Sup-

ported Agriculture) shares sold out quickly this spring! We have 34 households 

for whom we will be providing weekly shares of fresh seasonal produce for the 

summer and into the fall. The orchard is budding with fruit and the raspberries 

are about to blossom. Thanks to Steve’s bees busy at work, our pollination rates 

are amazing.  

The herd of goats are happy, rambunctious and healthy! The 10 kids that 

were born just a few months ago spend their days bouncing around the big pas-

ture, kicking their heels up, or napping in the sun. Some will be leaving soon for 

their new homes. We had one bottle baby this spring whom we have named 

April, but she is otherwise known as Houdini! April is nearly impossible to keep 

contained and is often found hanging out with the farmers in the garden or visit-

ing her human friends around the farm. The 5 piglets that joined the farm this 

spring have moved to their summer field and are packing on the pounds! Finding piglets this spring 

proved to be challenging as the demand for them has increased dramatically. Bright and Star, our 

yearling cows, are busily working to clean up and clear the areas around the garden that have become 

overgrown. They seem pleased with their job as it offers up plenty of green forage to graze upon. Our 

hens are delighted to be roaming the grass and have been doing their best to keep up with the egg pro-

duction. Using our mobile coops in the orchard has enabled us to keep the orchard mowed and the 

hens well fed with fresh grass.  

This is also our first year selling farm fresh cuts of meat. The Farm has been taking small or-

ders as well as selling meat at the farmer’s market. We have a limited quantity this year but we are 

considering increasing our supply in the future. The desire for fresh local food has increased drastical-

ly.  People have a greater interest in buying directly from farms. We are doing our best to keep up 

with the demand we’ve happily encountered.  We are delighted to be 

able to offer fresh local meat to our community, especially now! 

Enjoy your summer! 

~Farmer Amelia 

 Musings from Amelia—Summer,  2020                         

Organizing the CSA 



We would like to introduce you to the newest 
member of the Farmsteads’ team. Cailin joined us 
recently as our Human Resources Coordinator. 
Cailin has an extensive Human Resources career  
and has worked for Hannaford as well as other 
non-profits in New Hampshire. 
Cailin was born in Lowell, MA & attended The Uni-

versity of Maine. Cailin is pictured here with her sweet nephew, 
Nicholas.  Cailin loves to read, write, bake and hang out at the 
beach!  Fun Fact- She is obsessed with pineapples!  
Adopted recently as an adult by her step-dad.  She lovingly  
describes that experience as the “Best day of My Life!”.  

Welcome to Farmsteads, Cailin! 

Farmsteads Welcomes Cailin! 

Thank you to Josh Padden Hardscapes! 
We are very thankful to this 

generous group of  volunteers 

from Josh Padden Hardscapes 

who recently donated their 

time  to 

make our 

walk-way 

leading up 

to the ramp at the Epping Farmstead safe 

for wheelchairs!   

And a big shout out to Home Depot in  

Plaistow for donating the valuable  

materials for this important job!  



Farmsteads’ Donation Wish List 
 

 Brush Hog 

 Wheelbarrows 

 Garden Carts 

 Heavy duty garden hoses                                                                                 

 Shovels & Pitchforks 

 Large Trash Cans with lids 

 

     Isolation during the pandemic has been tough for the farmers.  

They’ve had to sacrifice visits from their friends and families. Our 

staff worked tirelessly to create some special 

events for the farmers in each building. We hosted 

game nights, water balloon fights, Spirit Week, 

crafts, you name it and we’ve done it!  We would like 

to thank the many parents and family members 

who donated craft kits, board 

games and kites! The farmers 

also enjoyed many specialty din-

ners that were donated such 

as Pizza night, Chinese food 

night and a Mexican feast was 

also enjoyed!  New memories 

were made amidst isolation! 

Fun and Games at Farmsteads! 



Life is slowly returning to normal…. 
In late March, we were instructed to stop offering non-essential services to those we 
support (across the whole state) due to the Covid-19 pandemic. This instruction dispro-
portionately affected those in our Epping program site.  Out of the 15 individuals we 
support from the Epping site, we were considered non-essential supports for 12 indi-
viduals.  Immediately, the team in Epping devised plans to make sure they were offered 
as much support as possible while adhering to the ever changing guidance and direc-
tions we received.  Slowly, we were able to assess the safety of our staff and the indi-
viduals we serve and stretch it a bit more to include 2 more individuals. We appreciate 
the families and home care providers we partner with as this was an all-hands-on-deck 
experience for everyone. 

At the Epping farmstead, Martha and Lauri worked diligently to make sure all the t’s 
were crossed and i's were dotted.  The files have never looked better!  While paper-
work is secondary to supporting people, it is necessary and it is great to know we are 
not handing over a paperwork nightmare to our newest member of the Epping team. 
In the midst of the COVID-19 hiccup we found the one!  Corinne Callahan will be lead-
ing the Epping program through the next phase of growth and development.  We will 
introduce you to Corinne in our next newsletter. 

To date, we have heard from 100% of our employees and they are planning on return-
ing to work as soon as the individuals we support are ready to return in a safe and or-
derly manner. (Some as early as June 29th).  While the "stay at home" order has been 
lifted and non-essential businesses are now able to open, capacity and variety will be 
the limiting factors for some of our programming.  "Safer at home" is a subjective guid-
ance and as all the individuals we support have individualized needs, one size program 
will not fit all right now. 

Our plans to reopen are excitedly becoming a reality and while no one is 100% sure 
where this new set of changes is going to lead, I am certain the staff, families and Home 
Care Providers will help us weather whatever storm comes with grace.  

 

Jon Noble 

Operations Manager 

 

“Abled does not mean enabled. Disabled does not mean less abled.” 

― Khang Kijarro Nguyen  





Officers:    Members: 

President  - Barbara Cohen  Adam Chandler  Michael McCord 

Vice President  - Tom Carr  Paul Gaudet                   Ela Schmuhl  

Treasurer - Martha Adamovich  Denise Nash               

Secretary - Vicki Smith            Alycemae Flanders    

         

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

Mission Statement 

Farmsteads of New England is dedicated to empowering individuals who have Autism, Developmental Disabili-
ties, and others with varying abilities to pursue their chosen path to live a meaningful and satisfying life by 
providing transitional and long-term supports and services in a rural environment that fosters growth, interde-
pendence and self-confidence. 

FNE is a 501(c)3 tax-exempt, nonprofit corporation. 

 

Farmsteads of      

   

New England, Inc. 

213 Center Road 

Hillsborough, NH 03244 
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