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Case Study | Taittinger Comtes de Champagne Blanc de Blancs 

In this report, after a brief introduction to the Champagne market and Taittinger Champagne, we will 

consider the quality and financial performance and potential of key vintages of Taittinger’s prestige 

cuvée, Comtes de Champagne, currently available in the market. 

 

The Champagne Market 

Over the past decade Champagne has established itself as an important player in the secondary fine 

wine market. By the end of 2018 Liv-ex (the London International Vintners Exchange, which is the 

leading global marketplace for the wine trade) reported Champagne accounted for 8% of its trade by 

value, a significant increase on the 2% average over the previous decade. Over the first quarter of 2020 

this figure has risen to 8.8%. The increase in market share borne out by the performance of the Liv-ex 

Champagne Index, which tracks the performance of fifty of the most active champagnes in the 

secondary market and has posted an impressive 46% return over the last five years. 

With an unparalleled distribution network and uniquely strong brand recognition, Champagne’s 

consumption led market rapidly creates scarcity and subsequent price increases. Availability diminishes 

swiftly and significantly after initial release, with very limited availability of high scoring back vintages 

on the market. The Champagne market revolves around the great vintage releases of the most sought-

after prestige cuvées and Champagne Houses: Dom Perignon, Cristal, Winston Churchill, Grande Année, 

Clos des Goisses, Comtes de Champagne, Salon le Mesnil and Krug.  

Champagne should be considered for inclusion in any diversified wine investment portfolio. 

 

Taittinger Champagne | A little background 

Taittinger is the third oldest producer in the Champagne region. Its origins can be traced back to 1734, 

when Jacques Fourneaux founded the Forest-Fourneaux estate, benefitting from the wine-making 

expertise of local Benedictine monks. The House’s more recent history starts when Pierre Taittinger was 

based at the Château de la Marquetterie, located in the heart of the Champagne vineyards, during the 

First World War, and fell in love with the region. He returned in 1932, when the estate and additional 

extensive vineyard holdings were purchased by the Taittinger family.  

The following decades saw the creation of the cellars in astonishing crayères of the Abbey of Saint-

Nicaise in Reims, and the gradual establishment of Taittinger’s international standing as a Champagne 

house of the highest distinction by Pierre’s sons, François and Claude. A further expansion into the 

luxury goods market eventually led to financial difficulties, and in 2005 the American owned Starwood 

Hotel Group bought the Taittinger brand.  

The next chapter started when Claude’s charismatic nephew, Pierre-Emmanuel Taittinger, who had 

always opposed the sale, bought back the family Champagne House in 2006, making Taittinger one of 

the few remaining independently owned Champagne Houses. He then assembled a highly talented and 

motivated young team, including his daughter and son, Vitalie and Clovis, to forge the future of the 

brand. They have preserved Taittinger’s heritage while ensuring its quality and reputation continue to 

soar. 
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The Jewel in the Crown 

Comtes de Champagne is the jewel in Taittinger’s crown, released only in the best years. Comtes is 

made with Chardonnay grapes from premium plots within the five Grands Crus villages of the Côtes des 

Blancs: Avize, Cramant, Chouilly, Mesnil-sur-Oger and Oger, and aged for the best part of a decade in 

the Saint-Nicaise crayères.   

It is not only highly collectable but is one of the most enjoyable prestige cuvée Champagnes to drink at 

any age, gorgeous in its youth but with the potential to age beautifully well over decades. Older 

vintages from the 1970s and 1980s command hundreds of pounds per bottle and are highly sought 

after in both auction and luxury shops.  

Despite Taittinger’s unswerving commitment to quality and the abundant praise this has garnered from 

critics over the years, Comtes de Champagne’s release price remains determinedly reasonable, 

particularly in comparison to other prestige cuvées. As Antonio Galloni commented on the 2006 

release: “Comtes de Champagne remains the single best value (in relative terms) in tete de cuvée 

Champagne.”   

 

 
 

 

 
 

The 2006 has been nothing short of 

magnificent both times I have tasted it.  

97+ points. Antonio Galloni 
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Comtes de Champagne’s Historical Market Performance 

In addition to high scores Comtes de Champagne also tends to deliver strong financial returns. For 

comparison, we looked at a few recent major vintage releases.  

 

Vintage 1990 1996 1998 2000 2002 2004 2006 

Vinous 
score 

96 97 95 96 98 96 97+ 

Market 
Price 

£2400 £2100 £1050 £625 £875 £525 £460 

 

The Liv-ex chart below clearly demonstrates how the returns offered by comparable vintages of Comtes 

de Champagne improve the longer the position is held. Whilst immediate consumption leads to some 

short-term price spikes, significant price growth occurs as secondary market availability begins to 

diminish, typically between five and ten years after the release. It is noteworthy that the oldest 

vintages, 1990, 1996 and 1998, those with least market availability have returned 101%, 91% and 110% 

respectively over the last five years. 
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A more detailed look at 2002 

The 2002 vintage is considered one of the best in recent years and the wines have now been trading for 

a few years. We have compared price growth since release of some of the top 2002 prestige cuvees: 

Comtes de Champagne, Cristal, Dom Perignon, Krug and Winston Churchill. 

Among these 2002 Champagnes, most brands have been an excellent investment with steady returns.  

However, at this moment in time, the clear leader is Comtes with an impressive 98.86% price increase. 

  

  

 

Looking ahead to 2008 

The 2008 vintage is undoubtedly one of the best Champagne vintages ever. Tom Stevenson, co-author 

of the Christie’s World Encyclopedia of Champagne & Sparkling Wine, states “2008 is one of the 

greatest champagne vintages of my lifetime…so fine and focused, unbelievably long, with great 

precision, purity and intensity, yet barely perceptible weight.” Taittinger’s 2008 Comtes de 

Champagne is the last of the celebrated prestige cuvées to be released on to the market.  

We are awaiting the critics’ reviews, but Antonio Galloni has already commented that the Comtes 2008, 

“is shaping up to be epic.” Having recently tasted the 2008 with the team at Taittinger in Reims we can 

confirm he is entirely correct. 2008 was a classical year, with normal temperatures throughout. This has 

produced a beautiful champagne with ripeness, freshness and elegance coming through in abundance.  

It is a real head turner which will have a very exciting life ahead of it. 

 

Conclusion 

With this investment record, Taittinger’s Comtes de Champagne is one of the great long-term 

performers with significant potential for growth from both the currently available 2002 and 2006 

releases, and the 2008 vintage when it is released onto the market.  
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