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“One of the legendary stories 
of Australian wine history has 
just been reborn. I suspect this 
country has not seen a new 
release of such pedigree, such 
depth of history and such sheer 
and effortless magnificence 
since the very launch of Hill of 
Grace itself in 1958.”

Tyson Stelzer 
May 2019
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We are incredibly proud to introduce the brilliant Ox Hardy range 
of wines to the UK for the first time. 

Our CEO, Tom Stopford Sackville, has known Ox for quite some 
time...

“I am so excited that 32 years after I first met Andrew Hardy, whilst 
harvesting the 1989 vintage at Petaluma in the Adelaide Hills 
where he was chief winemaker, we can now proudly represent the 
Ox Hardy range as his exclusive UK importer.” 

Hailing from the Upper Tintara Vineyard in Maclaren Vale, South 
Australia, this is the long-awaited culmination of Aussie wine leg-
end Andrew “Ox” Hardy’s passion project and unquestionably one 
of the most exciting wine launches from Australia so far this century.

Starting as a hobby around the millennium, with Andrew and his 
father making tiny amounts of Shiraz for the family to drink, the 
project has grown steadily over the past two decades until the first 
commercial release in 2019.

Following a tasting with Andrew’s 
son Henry Hardy and wine writer 
Matthew Jukes last year, we have 
shipped the wines and are now able 
to offer the following:

• Upper Tintara Vineyard Shiraz 
2016

• Slate Shiraz 2018

• Slate Shiraz 2019

• 1891 Ancestor Vine Shiraz 2010

• 1891 Ancestor Vine Shiraz 2012
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“Andrew is now into his fourth 
decade (he won’t thank me 
for this!) of making elite wine 
and yet I think that he is finally 
managing to craft near-perfect 
wines with every label he 
releases. Exacting standards 
and epic raw materials, 
coupled with a burning desire 
to encourage his vineyards to 
express themselves fully in the 
glass, make these wines which 
speak from the heart as well as 
from the elemental soils in his 
family vineyards... 

No self-respecting wine 
collector can declare their cellar 
complete without a few cases 
of these wines in their racks.” 

Matthew Jukes



Andrew “Ox” Hardy
One of Australia’s most respected winemakers, 
Andrew is the great-great grandson of Thomas 
Hardy, the ‘Father of the South Australian 
Wine Industry’. He has 36 years’ experience 
making wine in the Adelaide Hills, Clare 
Valley, Coonawarra and McLaren Vale working 
chiefly at Petaluma and has also made wine 
in California, Oregon and Bordeaux. His 
winemaking style is supremely elegant, his 
philosophy minimalist, allowing the quality of 
the vineyard and its fruit to shine through.

Upper Tintara 
Vineyard & Winery
In 1871 when Thomas Hardy purchased the 
Upper Tintara vineyard in McLaren Vale, it 
marked the establishment of one of Australia’s 
greatest winemaking dynasties. Today the 
picturesque 141 hectare property is still owned 
by the Hardy family. While the majority is 
native protected scrub, approximately 45 
hectares remain under vines, including the 
Ancestor Vine Shiraz, millennium Shiraz 
plantings, Cabernet Sauvignon and Cabernet 
Franc, among others.

The Vineyard’s last remaining 2.54 hectare 
block of 1891 Ancestor Vines, planted by 
Andrew’s great-great grandfather Thomas 
Hardy, are some of Australia’s oldest and most 
valuable. 
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Sourced from millennium plantings on 
the Hardy family Vineyard, this wine is a 
contemporary style of McLaren Vale or - more 
specifically - Blewitt Springs Shiraz. Being 
more elevated and cooler than the Vale 
floor gives the wines from the Upper Tintara 
Vineyard high levels of natural acidity, great 
freshness, and bright lively colour. The use of 
second fill French oak barriques for maturation 
further enhances the primary fruit flavours 
and allows the characteristics of the vineyard 
and location to shine through. Made with a 
minimal intervention winemaking philosophy, 
this wine is not only a classic example of 
modern McLaren Vale Shiraz but also a great 
reflection of the sub-region where it’s grown.

Ox Hardy Upper Tintara Vineyard Shiraz 
2016
The most important soldier in the Ox Hardy 
brigade is this extraordinary Shiraz from the 
Upper Tintara Vineyard. Made from younger 
vine plantings of Shiraz and benefitting from 
rather powerful vintage conditions, this is a 
thrilling UTVS with a spicy, edgy attitude, hints 
of liquorice root and an inky colour which 
stains the glass with its intentions. There is a 
lifted nose and a crunchy, dynamic finish here 
making this a nail-biting ride.  The meaty core 
is fruit-driven, dark, and commanding and all 
of these elements combine to make this the 
most classic example of UTVS to date. The 
Ox Hardy flair is evident in every sip because 
alongside the heroic McLaren Vale hallmarks 
there is polish, control and innate balance.  
Drink now – 2025. 
18/20 points. Matthew Jukes

Ox Hardy Upper Tintara Vineyard Shiraz 2016
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The estate is also home to the original Upper Tintara 
Winery, which fell into disuse in 1923 following 
Thomas Hardy’s passing in 1912. The original 
gravity fed design of the cellars with slate fermenters, 
was the template for many wineries in the district 
including Kay Brothers and Wirra Wirra. In 2018, 
wine was again made in the original slate open 
fermenters for the first time in 95 years in the form of 
this Slate Shiraz.

The original open fermenters, made from immense 
slabs of locally quarried slate, were swept out and 
the joints resealed with wax in preparation for 
vintage. 2.3t of Shiraz from the Moreton Bay block 
of the family’s vineyard was shovelled into the open 
fermenters by hand, with the open ferment hand 
plunged three times a day for 9 days before the 
wine was pumped out and the skins dug out with 
bucket and shovel. Following basket pressing, the 
small batch of wine was matured for 18 months in 
the finest French oak barriques before bottling and 
release.

Ox Hardy Slate Shiraz 2018 (limited)
I wrote the rather baffling expression, ‘beyond 
minerality’, when I first tasted this wine. This was a 
knee jerk reaction to the elemental force contained in 
this fruit coupled with the unquestionable, but also the 
unfathomable impact that the ancient slate fermenters 
have on its expression.  If you haven’t already, you 
must read the story of this magical ‘equipment’ from 
the long-derelict winery into which Ox has breathed 

life. The colour alone is absurd – it is Mordor in a 
glass. The earth and spice remind me of only one 
other wine on earth – Tempier’s Cabassaou and 
so I opened up a bottle of this wine, on the spot, 
to compare to 2018 Slate and the attitude, nobility 
and stance were identical. Sanguineous, vampiric, 
epically layered and super-fine this is a phenomenal 
release. While the nose and mid-palate are truly 
magnificent in their measured delivery, the trademark 
Ox finish arrives, freshening the palate and ending 
with ‘happy ever after’ purity and calm. As you will 
see by my words and also my score this is a deeply 
impressive wine.  Drink 2022 – 2030. 
19+/20 points. Matthew Jukes

Ox Hardy Slate Shiraz 2019
If you take every word that I have written in the 
2018 vintage note for slate and swop out the 
Bandol reference for Cornas from Allemande you will 
see, once again, that this statesmanlike 2019 Slate 
Shiraz has nailed it again. If anything this vintage 
contains even more potential and even deeper wells 
of thrilling fruit.  There are coffee notes, hung game 
hints, dark chocolate and tar references, but these 
are filigree details to the all-pervasive, omnipotent 
Shiraz fruit.  Once again, this is not a big wine.  This 
is important to underline. It is a medium weight fellow 
with mind-bending purity and intensity and this is 
what makes it so unforgettable and also desirable.  
Drink 2022 – 2030. 
19+/20 points. Matthew Jukes
 

Ox Hardy Slate Shiraz 2018 & 2019
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Planted by Thomas Hardy in 1891, the last remaining 
2.54 hectare block of ancestor vines still produces 
exceptionally high-quality fruit. Referred to as Bob’s 
selection after Andrew’s father, cuttings from these 
grandfather vines have been borrowed by neighbours 
over time, to plant some of the most celebrated vineyards 
in the district. Unlike other vines of similar longevity, they 
still appear youthful and barely half their age to the naked 
eye. They also produce yields of a much younger and 
healthier vine. Due to the limited amount of 1891 ancestor 
vines, this wine is made in extremely small quantities and 
will only be sold on a strict allocation basis.

Ox Hardy 1891 Ancestor Vines Shiraz 2010 (limited)
By contrast to the ‘happy grandpa’ which is the 
harmonious and gregarious 2008 vintage of this wine, 
the 2010 is a very different creature.  Upright and yet 
ever so slightly gnarled, this is a grand wine which still 
retains vigour and verve.  While 2008 might be relaxing 
on the veranda in its slippers, regaling us with lovely old 
reminiscences, 2010 is charging around in a droptop 
with his salt and pepper bouffant fluttering in the breeze.  
This is a seriously exciting wine with undoubted class and 
reverence, but there is energy and dynamism here which 
hints at a much younger creation.  Drinking now, but able 
to hold for a further two decades, there is unbelievable 
scale and phenomenal depth here balanced perfectly 
with and exquisite detail, poise and élan.  I have tasted 
this wine on two occasions and each time the aftertaste 
has lasted all day on my senses.  It is one of the most 
remarkable wines of 2020.  Drink now – 2040.
19.5+/20 points. Matthew Jukes

Ox Hardy 1891 Ancestor Vines Shiraz 2012 (limited)
I was very fortunate to taste the only bottle of this vintage 
in the country and I understand that it is not yet released 
in Australia, so this is somewhat of a scoop.  Given I only 
had a tasting sample-sized glass with which to make my 
notes so this is a somewhat cramped review, but I can 
tell you that this is yet another stellar interpretation of the 
vines which Thomas Hardy planted back in 1891.  So 
deep, so closed and yet so refreshing, the power-to-weight 
ratio here is mind-blowing and the monastic control on the 
palate confounds any form of devotion I have ever heard 
of.  By far the most introverted and centred AVS to date, at 
eight years old, this wine is refusing to budge, but there is 
so much potential here it is staggering.  We are witnessing 
the birth of a vinous superstar, and with 2008 and 2010 
in the back catalogue, and knowing just how serious the 
great 2012s are from other wineries in South Australia, 
I can safely say that I expect this wine to unfurl over the 
next two or three years into one of the finest Shiraz/Syrahs 
on the planet.  As far as experiences go, my sip and a 
half took me on an even more fascinating journey than 
the near-perfect 2010 but, of course, I didn’t reach the 
destination.  Nevertheless, I was overwhelmed with just 
how expressive and also how distinguished this wine felt 
on my palate and so it would be remiss of me to give it 
anything less than a perfect score. Drink 2024 – 2045. 
20+/20 points. Matthew Jukes

Ox Hardy 1891 Ancestor Vines Shiraz 2010 & 2012



9  |  W W W. G O E D H U I S . C O M

T O  E N Q U I R E :

T  + 4 4  ( 0 ) 2 0  7 7 9 3  7 9 0 0
E  S A L E S @ G O E D H U I S . C O M
W  W W W. G O E D H U I S . C O M

G O E D H U I S  &  C O 
15 6 - 170  B E R M O N D S E Y  S T 
L O N D O N  S E 1  3 T Q

C L I C K  H E R E  F O R  O U R 
T E A M ’S  D I R E C T  C O N T A C T 
D E T A I L S

https://www.goedhuis.com/pages/contact
https://www.goedhuis.com/pages/contact
https://www.goedhuis.com/pages/contact

