
United Kingdom Facts

The United Kingdom of Great Britain and 
Northern Ireland, commonly known as the United 

Kingdom or Britain, is a sovereign state in 
Europe. At one time, the United Kingdom ruled 

over many colonies all over the world. They were, 
and continue to be, a strong power.



United Kingdom Facts
★ Capital: London
★ Population: 65,562,314 people
★ Total area: 244,820 sq. km
★ Currency: British Pound (£)
★ Languages spoken: English,

Welsh and Gaelic (Scottish form)
★ Government: Constitutional Monarchy
★ The United Kingdom is surrounded

by various bodies of water, including
the North Atlantic Ocean, the North Sea, the English Channel, and 
the Celtic Sea. It has the 12th longest coastline in the world.

★ Between Ireland and Great Britain lies the Irish Sea.
★ The United Kingdom is the 4th most densely populated country in 

the European Union.
★ The monarch of the U.K is Queen Elizabeth II. She has been in 

power since February 6, 1952.
★ Major cities in the U.K include Manchester, Liverpool, Birmingham, 

Leeds, Glasgow, Cardiff, Belfast, and Edinburgh.
★ The United Kingdom is a developed country with the 5th largest 

economy in the world (based on GDP).
★ It was the world’s first industrialized country as a result of the 

Industrial Revolution of the 19th and early 20th centuries.
★ The United Kingdom is a member of the UN Security Council, the 

EU (although a vote determined that people want to leave the EU, 
and plans are now in place to follow through with the exit), the 
European Economic Community (EEC), the Commonwealth of 
Nations, the G7, G20, NATO, the WTO, and many others.

★ The U.K remains a strong power in terms of its economy, cultural 
influence, political system, quality of life, and its scientific influence.

★ The U.K ranks 16th in the world according to the Human 
Development Index.



United Kingdom Facts
History of the United Kingdom
★ The first people to arrive in the United Kingdom were the Picts. By 

the eighth century B.C, the Celts arrived from Europe. The Picts 
were pushed towards Scotland when this happened.

★ By 43 A.D the Romans invaded and ruled the United Kingdom for 
almost 400 years. The Saxons were next to move into Britain by the 
sixth century A.D. These were German peoples, and they gave the 
people their name - the “Anglo-Saxons”

★ The Saxons remained there until the Viking, Danish, and Norman 
invaders came through in the 900s. They stayed until the 1400s.

★ A short time later, a nobleman named Henry Tudor claimed the 
English crown and became the monarch. This happened in 1485.

★ On May 1st, 1707, the United Kingdom of Great Britain came into 
being, and united the separate kingdoms of England and Scotland.

★ During the 18th century, Britain was involved in the Atlantic slave 
trade, and it is estimated that British shops transported over 2 
million slaves from Africa to the West Indies. This stopped in 1807 
when the trade was banned.

★ By the 1800s, Britain had become one of the most powerful nations 
in the world, due to the success of the previous slave trade, and the 
colonial expansion that resulted in huge overseas empires.

★ By the 1850’s, Britain was regarded as the “workshop of the world” 
due to its empire expanding to include India, Africa, and many other 
places around the world. They dominated trade and, in effect, 
controlled the economies of several regions.

★ At the turn of the 20th century, Britain experienced some setbacks - 
the high cost of World War I meant that Britain could not afford to 
run the various colonies it held worldwide, and had to grant them
independence. 

★ The United Kingdom fought in World War I and World War II. After 
World War II, Britain was one of the “Big Four” powers, along with
the Soviet Union, the U.S, and China.



United Kingdom Facts
★ Over the next three decades, most

colonies that once belonged to the British
Empire gained their independence, many
of whom later became members of the
Commonwealth of Nations.

Geography of the United Kingdom
★ The United Kingdom are a group of island located northwest of 

mainland Europe.
★ They are separated from France by the English Channel.
★ England accounts for just over half of the total area of the U.K.
★ The majority of the north and west of the U.K is covered in mountain 

ranges separated by deep valleys. In contrast, the south of England 
is mostly comprised of rolling hills.

★ There are a wide variety of landscapes and a range of habitats for 
animals and plants to thrive. This includes rugged mountains, 
several lakes, tall cliffs, marshes, beaches, and woodlands.

People and Culture of the United Kingdom
★ Popular sports in the U.K include soccer, rugby, cricket, boxing, and 

golf. The majority of people in the U.K identify as Christian.
★ Healthcare and education are devolved matters, with each country 

running their own systems.
★ The culture of the U.K is a result of the influences from its many 

colonies over the years.
★ Famous people from the U.K include:

- William Shakespeare, Lewis Carroll, Jane Austen, Robert Louis 
Stevenson, The Beatles, Pink Floyd, Adele, Christopher Nolan, 
Ridley Scott, William Blake, Jane Austen, and the Spice Girls.



True or False?
Identify the statements below if they're true or false by 

writing their corresponding numbers in the TRUE or 
FALSE box.

Name:

1. The Saxons were the first peoples to invade the 
United Kingdom.

2. Queen Elizabeth I currently reigns over the 
United Kingdom.

3. Gaelic is a common language spoken in Wales.
4. William Shakespeare is from the U.K.
5. Football is a very popular sport in the U.K.
6. The currency used in the United Kingdom is the 

UKD (U.K dollar)
7. London is the capital of the United Kingdom.
8. The United Kingdom was considered the 

“workshop of the world” in the 1850s.



True or False?
ANSWERS

Name:

1. The Saxons were the first peoples to invade the 
United Kingdom.

2. Queen Elizabeth I currently reigns over the 
United Kingdom.

3. Gaelic is a common language spoken in Wales.
4. William Shakespeare is from the U.K.
5. Football is a very popular sport in the U.K.
6. The currency used in the United Kingdom is the 

UKD (U.K dollar)
7. London is the capital of the United Kingdom.
8. The United Kingdom was considered the 

“workshop of the world” in the 1850s.

4, 5, 7, 8 1, 2, 3, 6


