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Common ADS Pleasure Driving Rule Questions 
Compiled by Myrna Rhinehart, IVC Carriage 

 
Do I have to dress up for all the classes at an ADS Pleasure Driving Show? 
Article 233 Attire - Drivers should dress appropriately when competing in any Pleasure Driving class, 
including obstacles.  
 
Article 11.5 Unless otherwise specified, the driver shall wear a hat, an apron or knee rug and gloves. 
 
Appendix PD-C. Turnout and Appointments 
1c - Brown gloves are always appropriate for the driver unless rain gloves are needed. 
 
Can I wear my prom dress? 
Article 11.1 Drivers and passengers should be dressed conservatively according to the style of the 
present day.  Any attempt to introduce period costumes or gaudy trappings is discouraged. 
 
Do guys have to wear a coat? 
Article 11.3 Gentlemen must wear a coat or jacket while appearing in any class unless excused from 
doing so by the judge and/or show management. When accepting awards, gentlemen are requested 
to remove their hats. 

This goes for passengers as well: 
Article 209.2 Passengers must be appropriately dressed and must wear a hat or protective 
headgear. (See 207.4) 

(See the ADS Rulebook for the full description of what attire is required.) 
 
Can I wear a helmet instead of a hat in my classes? 
Article 11.6 Protective headgear is acceptable in all classes. Sunglasses may be worn without 
penalty. 
 
Do I have to braid my horse’s mane and tail? 
Article 15.1 Braiding of the mane is optional. Any mane, tail or fetlock trimming may conform to breed 
standards. Tails are not braided. 
 
Do I have to use a bit, and what bits are legal? 
Article 18 Bits 
A bridle with reins attached to a bit is required for each horse. Bit burrs, gag bits and wire bits of any 
type are not permitted in ADS driving competitions. 
 
What else is required on the bridle? 
Article 207.3b Bridles should fit snugly to prevent catching on the vehicle or other pieces of harness. 
A throatlatch and a full noseband are mandatory. A full noseband is defined as a noseband fully 
encircling the nose. Flash nosebands and straps of any kind other than curb straps or chains, reins, 
bridle cheek pieces connected to the bit, are strongly discouraged in pleasure driving classes. The 
use of gullet straps is acceptable. 

(The ADS Rulebook does not specifically mention that blinders are required.) 
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Do I have to sit on the right? 
Article 205.6 It is preferred that the driver sit on the right-hand side of the vehicle unless construction 
of vehicle prevents this. 
 
Do I have to hold the whip? 
Article 207.2 A whip must be carried in hand at all times while driving.  A driver not in compliance may 
be eliminated or disqualified.  The thong of the whip should be long enough to reach the shoulder of 
the farthest horse. (See ADS Rulebook for additional information) 
 
Can I use a check rein? 
Article 207.3h Check reins and martingales (except false martingales) are prohibited in Obstacle 
classes. 
 
Can I use a kick strap? 
Article 207.3i Kicking straps are permissible but they should match the harness being used. 
 
How old does my horse need to be to compete? 
Article 212.8 The minimum competition age for a horse to compete is three years of age. 
 
Do I have to have a Spares Kit? 
[In the Turnout class, the rules state:] 
Article 217.3 - To be judged: 

 70% on the condition, fit and appropriateness of harness and vehicle, spares and 
appointments, neatness and appropriateness of attire and overall impression. 

 
Article 255.1 Spares must be carried on each vehicle during a pleasure drive. They are as follows: 
 
Wheel wrench to fit axle nuts 
Length of rawhide, string or wire 
Rein splice or spare rein 
Trace splice or spare trace 
Hame strap (if appropriate) 
Halter and lead shank per horse 

 
Knife 
Leather punch  
Screwdriver 
Pliers 
Small hammer 
Hoof pick 

 
(Turnout and Pleasure Drive are the only two classes in the rules that specifically mention spares.) 

 
Can I let my horse look at the obstacles before the show? 
Article 236.2 Unless expressly permitted by the Organizer, driving, leading, or riding horses on any 
course used for competition at any time prior to the competition without permission from the 
Organizer is prohibited. Failure to comply incurs elimination from any class using that course. 
 
How do I know which direction to drive an obstacle? 
Article 237.2 Unless otherwise specified in class rules, each obstacle on a prescribed course must be 
numbered consecutively and marked red on the right, white on the left.  (See the ADS Rulebook for 
more class specifications.) 
 


