
MONTEREY CERT NEWSLETTER 

 January 2020 “Training And News For The Monterey COMMUNITY EMERGENCY 

RESPONSE TEAM”.   A citizen based, volunteer emergency response team.   
 

Monterey CERT, open to everyone, is fully funded by the City of Monterey!   
 

Monterey CERT Responds To Late Night Search For 

Missing Adult Male.  On Monday, December 30th at 11:00 P.M. Monterey 

CERT received an Everbridge Alert for a missing, at risk adult male in Pacific 

Grove.  CERT members responded to the Staging area at 17 Mile Drive and Del 

Monte in PG.  The CERT trailer was also deployed to provide communications, 

command and control.  CERT members searched designated grid areas until the 

man was located at after 1 A.M.  The marks the NINTH time CERT 

was activated in 2019! 

 

New CERT Class Starts February 22nd, 2020.  Monterey CERT 

will be conducting our next class for new students over a three Saturday format on 

February 22nd, 29th and March 7th.  Time each day will be 8:15 A.M. to 4:30 P.M.  

Interested persons may enroll by sending an email to: training@montereycert.org 

We will reply with full confirmation that has information on location, items to 

bring, preparations, etc.  Monterey CERT training is offered free of charge! 

 

Turn Around, DON’T DROWN!!!!!  Each year, half of all 

storm related drownings occur when a vehicle is driven into 

water.  This is followed closely by persons walking into flooded areas.  Victims 

underestimate the force, DEPTH and power of water.  NEVER drive around 

barriers blocking a flooded road, or attempt to cross a body of water.  A mere 6” of 

moving water can knock over an adult.  Just 12” of moving water can carry away a 

car.  Two feet of moving water can dislodge a truck.  When driving in heavy 

rain, reduce your speed to avoid skidding so you do not Hydro-plane.  Your 

car can hydo-plane, or skid when water causes your tires to lose contact with 

the road surface.  This can happen in depths as shallow as one inch. 
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NEVER ATTEMPT TO CROSS A FLOODED STREET, 

a stream or river.  Moving water is a deadly threat to you! 

 

TRAINING REMINDER: Never approach, engage or attempt to 

calm an angry person.  Report any threats to CERT Command via 
radio immediately, retreat to a safe location and call 911 from your 
cell phone.  CERT Command will also follow-up with a call to 911. 
 
 

 
 
 

If CERT Members Are Confronted by a person who IS ANGRY AND/OR 

threatens the team, do not engage the person.  This is NEVER to be taken lightly 

and it is vital that any threats made to CERT members are taken seriously.  Our 

policy is simple:  Retreat and report.   
 

 

REMEMBER CERT PRIORITY 
#1:  EVERYONE HOME SAFE! 



Keep your emergency supplies up-to-date and have as much as 

you can practically store.  We recommend a MINIMUM 10-day supply of food 

and water, more if you have the storage space. 

 



The Definitive Guide to Your CERT Hand-Held Radio:  The 

CERT radio system is quite advanced.  We have hand-held radios in all neighborhood containers 

and the trailer.  Over 100 CERT members have purchased your own CERT hand-held radio!  

Here is a guide to the use of your radio.  REMEMBER:  Your radio “talks” to you when you 

press a button on the front or the middle left side of the radio. 

 

1. A/B button.  This allows you to switch your transmit capability 

between the upper and lower (A&B) banks of the radio.   This 

establishes your “Primary Bank or Channel”.   You can monitor both 

banks, but only transmit on one or the other.  There is a small arrow 

on the screen, to the left of the word “FIRE” (as shown above) that 

denotes which bank you have transmit capability on. 

2. MENU button.  For normal use avoid this button. 

3. TDR button.  This allows you to choose whether you are monitoring 

one bank or two.  For most users, it is best to remain on your one 

assigned channel and use only one bank to avoid excessive radio 

traffic. 



4. EX button.  This allows you to lock the buttons on the front of your 

radio to avoid unwanted adjustments or changes.  A small key 

emblem will appear in the lower right-hand side of the screen to 

denote your push buttons are locked.  This does NOT lock the buttons 

on the left side.  Depress for two seconds to activate or de-activate. 

5. UP and DOWN arrows.  These allow you to change channels on the 

designated bank (the one with the small arrow to the left).  This is the 

same function as the middle knob on the top of the radio.  The knob 

on the right top is your on/off volume control. 

 

On the left side of the radio you have three buttons.  The top button is your 

transmit button.  Depress the button for one second, then speak clearly into the 

front of the radio with your mouth approximately 8-12” from the radio face.  

Release the button when you are finished speaking.  Keep your transmissions brief.  

When reporting a hazard to Command, report: 

What is it?    Where is it?    What do you need? 

The middle button allows you to scan (listen to) all the channels in the primary 

bank.  This can be very confusing as there are many CERT, MURS, fire and police 

channels programmed into your radio.  Again, best to remain on your assigned 

channel, without the scan function on.  



The lower button activates the small flashlight on the top on your radio.  This is 

very helpful when you need light for a short duration to write down important 

information or illuminate the area.  Extended use will reduce your radio battery 

time. 

You can only transmit on the 3 CERT and 5 MURS (Multi-Use Radio System) 

channels.  The other channels are monitor (listen to) only. 

The antenna on the top of your radio should be tightly fastened in place.  This is a 

twist on/off adjunct which can work loose.  Check it regularly to assure it is firmly 

attached. 

REMEMBER:  It is best to use only one of the radio (TDR Switch) banks and 

remain on your assigned radio channel.   This avoids hearing excessive radio 

traffic which can be very confusing.  Make sure you are familiar with the functions 

of the CERT radio as this is our primary means of communication. 

 

Battery.  The battery is on the back of the radio.  (1.) To remove the battery, 

simultaneously depress the buttons on both sides of the battery.  Pull back on the 

top of the battery.   

To attach the radio to your belt, depress the belt radio holder (2.) and slide the 

radio onto your belt.  On the inside of the battery on a small label is the date of 

manufacture.  If older than 5 years, replace the battery. 


