
Dear friends,
I got my first deep look into exploitation and sex trafficking in 2008 when I met Lutfa who was then heading 
up the Sex Worker’s Network in Bangladesh. Much was being done to empower women within prostitution, 
but little was being done to provide alternative opportunities. Basha’s partner organizations, CUP and 
Pobitra, were just starting and it was amazing to see how many women’s lives were radically turned around 
through these programs. Lutfa reminded me that this was not enough. There were not just the 60 women who 
had completed a rehabilitation program. There were not just the 500 on their local register of the Sex 
Worker’s Network in need. There were thousands of women throughout Bangladesh desperate for an 
opportunity for dignity. 

I’ll never forget that call to action. By now I have heard hundreds of stories of women exploited, trafficked, 
used against their will. And I have seen hundreds of women look me in the eye with fresh confidence and 
pride when they have rebuilt their lives through dignified work. Basha will always strive to create jobs, not just 
for the women we currently employ, but with an eye towards the thousands more being forced into lives of 
exploitation and shame. 

There are a number of components required to make this happen.

• We build and uphold a supportive, sensitive work environment. Many of the women who work at Basha 
have been through unimaginable pain and hardship. They need a work place where they can heal and 
where they can succeed.

• We make it a priority to provide ongoing education so women can continue to learn, grow and develop. 
Many of Basha’s artisans never had education or a childhood or nurturing. We provide training in Bangla 
literacy, English, life skills, values, conflict resolution... We want each woman working for us to have 
bigger dreams and more opportunities

• We provide daycare for children which includes developmental play, educational support and nutritional 
meals. It is imperative that these children never face the vulnerability and exploitation their mothers 
faced.

Our strategy for developing more jobs and opportunity is this:

• Creating beautiful products that you want to buy;
• ensuring each item passes rigorous quality standards; and
• building the Basha brand.

We work tirelessly to make sure that Basha is exactly where people look for unique, hand-made, boutique 
quality products that profoundly impact the lives of the woman who made them.

In the Bengali language, Basha means house, and Asha means hope. Thank you for joining this house of 
hope we’re building in Bangladesh.

With warm regards,

Robin Seyfert
Founder & Managing Director, Basha

bashaboutique.com
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