
 

3. Supplemental Guidelines for Volume Editors 
 
(These supplemental guidelines pertain to editors proposing or developing 
collaboratively  authored, themed volumes.) 

 
Oxford University Studies in the Enlightenment welcomes the submission of themed volumes, which may, or 
may not, have their origins in a conference, but we do not publish transactions of conference 
proceedings per se. To be considered for publication, a proposal for a themed volume should be 
conceived as a collaboratively authored monograph rather than a collection of individual articles. 

 

We are pleased to consider proposals for volumes to be published either in English or in French but, unless 
specific arrangements are agreed to with the General Editor, not a mixture of both. 

 

Prospective editors of themed volumes should consult carefully the entire Author’s Guide and pay particular 
attention to the additional guidelines specified below. Volume editors at any times should feel free to 
address any questions to the General Editor 

 
 
 
Prof. Gregory S. Brown, General Editor 

 
Email: gregory.brown@voltaire.ox.ac.uk 

 
Voltaire Foundation, 99 Banbury Road, Oxford OX2 6JX. 

 
 
 

1. Preparing the proposal 
 
 

i.  The proposal must express a clearly defined focus for the volume; the proposed chapters 
should be linked by a common topic, argument, approach or debate. 

 
ii.  A proposal for a themed volume must identify all anticipated contributors and titles of 

chapters, as well as include a summary of each chapter. Although some modification may be 
expected in the course of the process of drafting the manuscript and of revisions, the 
proposal needs to describe the contents of the anticipated book and not merely the topic or 
concept. 

 
iii.  The proposal should indicate the anticipated date at which the proposing editor(s) expect to 

submit the manuscript (rather than the date that the contributors have been given as 
deadlines to submit chapters to the editor(s).) 

 
iv.  While it is not expected that the volume should be exhaustive in its coverage of a given topic, it 

is expected that all major issues relevant to the topic should be considered, either in the individual 
articles or in the introduction. 

 
v.  The editorial board report on the proposal will address the entire volume rather than 

individual chapters within the volume, although it may recommend topics to be considered 
for additional chapters. The General Editor’s decision to invite the manuscript will be for 
the entire proposed volume rather than individual chapters. 
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2. Preparing the manuscript for submission 

 
i.  The introduction should provide a contextual overview of the volume’s purpose and set out 

the problématique to be explored. It should not summarise at length the subsequent chapters. 
 

ii.  Each chapter must explicitly address the issues raised in the introduction and should make 
clear its relevance to the overall purpose of the book. 

 
iii.  Chapters are expected to be in dialogue with each other and accordingly should include 

appropriate cross- referencing in the citations. When chapters develop arguments and 
analysis in common, there should be no duplication of the same material, and the editor 
should reduce redundancies to a minimum. When chapters come to different conclusions 
on a common point, this should be acknowledged and discussed for the clarity of the 
reader. 

 
iv.  In referencing works cited in common, individual chapters should refer to the same edition. 

 
v.  The volume editor should prepare a unified bibliography of works cited for the entire 

volume. 
 

vi.  The total length of the volume should be between 75,000 and 150,000 words, inclusive of 
front matter, introduction and conclusion, and scholarly apparatus. Individual chapters 
need not be of the same length, although editors should seek to achieve a reasonable 
balance in the length of contributions. 

 

 
vii.  The entire manuscript will be referred to external reviewer(s), and the editorial reports can 

be anticipated to address the overall volume as well as individual chapters. The volume 
editor(s) shall be responsible to relay appropriate comments to the individual authors and 
to coordinate revisions prior to resubmission. 

 
 
3. After acceptance of the manuscript 

 
 
It will be the responsibility of the volume editor(s) to: 

 
i.  communicate with individual authors, and to ensure that revisions recommended in the 

reader’s report are fully taken into account; 
 

ii.  ensure that the revised manuscript is prepared throughout in accordance with the Oxford 
University Studies in the Enlightenment style guide; 

 
 

iii.  ensure that all artwork for images, translations of citations, and permissions for any 
material requiring permission are prepared and submitted in accordance with the Oxford 
University Studies in the Enlightenment style guide; 

 
iv.  consult with the General Editor on the final title, cover design concept and editorial notes 

prior to submission of the manuscript for production; 
 

 
v.  solicit from each contributor their contactinformation (name, university affiliations, postal and 

email addresses) and ensure that these are submitted with the final manuscript; 



vi.  ensure that each contributor agrees to, signs and returns the publication contract; 
 

 
vii.  complete the Author’s Questionnaire for the entire volume. 

 
 
 
4. During the production process 

 
 
Volume editor(s) will be expected to serve the intermediary(-ies) between the publisher and the 
individual contributors throughout the production process. This will include responsibility to: 

 

i.  notify contributors of the production timetable, and ensure that each individual author will be 
available to respond to copyeditor queries and to read and correct the proofs; 

 
 

ii.  distribute the typescripts, author queries and page proofs to all contributors, and check that 
queries from the copyeditor and typesetter have been answered; 

 
 

iii.  collate corrected typescripts and page proofs for return to the publisher; 
 

iv.     prepare (or arrange for the preparation of) an index of names, titles and principal themes (as 
appropriate) in electronic format according to the style guide, to be submitted with the 
corrected page proofs; 

 
v.  grant authorial final sign-off for the volume to go to be printed. 

 
vi.  draft (or arrange for an appropriate alternative writer to draft) a blog post, in consultation 

with the publisher, to be released upon publication of the book. 
 
 
5. Upon publication of the book 

 
 
Volume editors shall receive 6 copies of the published book. If a book has more than one editor, 
these copies will be divided between or among the editors. Editors should make contributors aware 
that each contributor shall receive an electronic PDF off-print of their respective chapter and that 
all contributors shall be entitled to purchase a printed copy or copies of the book at the author’s 
discount. 


