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The issue 2/2021 of Romani Studies (RS) would like to search the phenomenon of religiosity 

and spirituality among Gypsy/Roma in broader perspective, in order to amplify our knowledge 

on both official churches or faith-based organisations with active mission among the 

Gypsy/Roma on local or global scale, as well as traditional and non-traditional (non-

institutional) forms of religiousness and spirituality among the Gypsy/Roma.  

 

(1) Cultural translations and ethnic transcriptions 

One of objectives of the monothematic issue of RS is to explore various local/national forms of 

religiosity as they are embedded in a particular ethnic/cultural context of unwritten system of 

rules and values of various Gypsy/Roma communities. The aim is to elucidate if there is a 

process of ‘appropriation’ of mainstream forms of religiosity/spirituality in a manner of 

enculturation and ethnicisation in which the majoritarian religiosity is culturally ‘translated’ 

and ethnically ‘transcribed’ in order to better fit the needs Gypsy/Roma communities. 

Ethnographies of these ethno-cultural religious variants of devotion, festivals, rites, places, 

objects or iconic figures, including the transcendent beings as devoted within Romani 

communities are appreciated. This concerns Christian as well as non-Christian of religiosity 

and spirituality. Theoretical conceptual studies devoted to the process of accommodation, 

cultural translation and implementation of ethnic innovations are especially appreciated, since 

we need to clear the ground for theoretical discussions and to re-think former key-terms used 

in this concern (religious change, acculturation, adaptation, assimilation, syncretism, exotism,  

conservativism, etc.).  

 

(2) Neo-protestant, Pentecostal and Charismatic movements 

By all accounts, Pentecostalism and related Charismatic movements (so called Renewalist 

movements) represent one of the fastest-growing segments of global Christianity. The 20th 

century faced in many national context (Central and South eastern Europe, UK etc.) the 

phenomena of new emerging churches and assemblies, particularly among Gypsy/Roma 

communities. Currently these have been raising up the second or even third generation of 

followers, being firmly rooted in respective national contexts and local Gypsy/Roma 

communities. In academic studies, their impact on Romani communities in terms of changing 

the value system, cultural and ethnic unwritten community rules, primary and secondary social 

networking, economic behaviour, social and space-mobility, group cohesion, family and 

community morale etc. can be traced. On global or national scale the phenomena of splitting of 

the original/initial churches and establishment of Romani congregations, led by pastors of 

Roma origin can be searched as well, with the focus  on ethnically based pastoral discourse 

aiming at the re-formulation and re-shaping of the identity of the ‘New Roma’. In this regard, 

the phenomena of Romani colonisation and privatisation of Christianity in the form of Romani 

Pentecostalism can be thematised too. 

 

(3) Post-modern, non-traditional spirituality and secularity 
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Finally, when talking about Gypsy/Roma on global scale, we should bear in mind that many 

Roma live in urban environments where they are in close, daily contact with both mainstream, 

post-modern types of religiosity/spirituality, and with secular and globalised culture. Among 

the Gypsy/Roma living in urban (and rural environments as well), a variety of phenomena of 

experimental religiosity has been documented. In this context, the Roma should be treated in 

the same manner as members of mainstream society, where we acknowledge experimental, 

multi-levelled, parallel and migratory religiosity, as well as composite (bricolage) and indistinct 

faith (belief in ‘something’) to be only one of the many faces of multicoloured post-modern 

religiosities and spiritualities. In this regard, we should also note that not all Roma are believers. 

The range of religiosity among the Roma is diverse; we may also encounter those who de-

converted or believers who have inherited faith but do not conduct any religious practices in 

their daily life and whose faith is in stand-by mode, i.e. they communicate with the sacrum only 

at moments of imminent threat and fear under the influence of a particular life situation. We 

can also encounter secular cultural believers, who are completely indifferent to official faith 

and doctrine and who follow the official rituals only in order to make peace with devout family 

members. Finally, following the overall trend of secularisation, the number of atheists is also 

growing among the Roma, especially among the scattered Roma population in larger towns. 

The contribution documenting these various forms of religious detachment, or forms of 

alternative spirituality or secularity among Gypsy/Roma are appreciated. 

The thematic issue of Romani Studies Journal would like to grasp the phenomenon of religious 

movements operating among Roma in a complex manner, not omitting gender issues, 

(potential) multi-spectral polarization in Roma families and communities, potential connection 

with political participation, connection and impact on education and employment, change of 

life-style, moral code and code of behaviour in connection with conversion, phenomenon of 

multiplying stigma and limitations of (hybrid) religious network and (ambiguity) of symbolic 

capital gathered via religious path. 

 

Final date for abstracts: February 28th, 2021 

Only the authors of accepted abstracts will be invited to submit a full paper. An invitation to 

submit a full paper does not constitute a commitment for publication; all papers will be subject 

to anonymous peer review following the submission. 

Final date for papers: May 15th, 2021 

 

With any queries regarding the issue, feel free to contact the guest editor.  If you would like to 

contribute, please send the title of your contribution and abstract to the 

(tatiana.podolinska@savba.sk).  
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