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Cottonsafe® welcomes hard hitting report on toxic fire-retardant chemicals 

The EAC has published its report on Toxic Chemicals in Everyday Life today setting out the growing 
problem of chemical pollution and a range of measures the Government should act upon with key 
recommendations.  

Mark Dowen, Managing Director of Cottonsafe® Natural Mattress who presented evidence and 
information to the Committee stated:  
 
“The Furniture Industry and the public have been misled by the Government introducing Regulations 
which were meant to protect us from fire but were really about protectionism and profit. After six 
years of Government dithering and provocation, I hope this report will now galvanise public opinion 
into forcing a reduction in the huge amount of flame-retardant chemicals in our homes.  
 
‘We need to ask, why are these chemicals being used, why are they so ineffective and how are they 
going to be disposed of?”   
 
“It is time the Government and the Furniture Trade take responsibility for the legacy they have 
creating by putting enormous quantities of toxic chemicals in mattresses and sofas. I have worked 
singlehandedly within the mattress industry to find methods of meeting and surpassing these 
regulations without chemicals. Fact: you don’t need chemicals to make fire safe furniture.”  
 
 
Notes to Editors:  
 
1. Full report:  
2. Cottonsafe® is a method patent of combining organic cotton and wool to produce a unique 
material for mattresses which exceeds all the UK furniture fire regulations without the use of any 
chemicals or treatments. Cottonsafe® also produce the world’s first completely chemical free hotel 
mattress and 100% chemical free Vegan mattress which is registered by The Vegan Society.   
3. Mark Dowen is an expert in furniture fire safety and was involved in the first full-scale furniture 
fire testing by UCLAN and Manchester Fire Brigade of what happens when fire retardants are burnt.   
4. Mark has been working for many years with former civil servant Terry Edge, The ENDS Report 
Senior Writer, Gareth Simpkins , Lords Deputy Speaker the Countess of Mar - who was poisoned by 
sheep dip containing chemicals similar to some used in furniture – and Jamie Page, Chief Executive 
of the Cancer Prevention and Education Society Cancer Prevention Society, to change the UK fire 
regulations which encourages manufacturers to use flame retardant chemicals. 

https://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-select/environmental-audit-committee/inquiries/parliament-2017/toxic-chemicals-in-everyday-life-17-19/

