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Grand Cru  

2017 Duckhorn Vineyards Napa Valley Merlot Three Palms Vineyard  – 99.98 

2019 Celebration Red Wine Central Coast – 23.98 

*** 

Sparkle 
Laurent Perrier Brut Rose Champagne – 69.98 

Bohigas Brut Cava Catalonia - 14.98 

 

*** 

Ultimate Reds 
2017 Tonti Family Wines Old Vine Zinfandel Artisan Reserve, Russian River Valley – 59.98 

2019 Celebration Red Wine Central Coast – 23.98 

*** 

Vintage Values 
2019 Celebration Red Wine Central Coast – 23.98 

2018 Jolivet Sancerre Rose – 19.98 

Refer to www.vintagewinemerchants.com/blog/news for your notes. 

http://www.vintagewinemerchants.com/blog/news
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2017 Duckhorn Vineyards Napa Valley Merlot Three Palms Vineyard   
Napa Valley, California 
 
 
Co-founded by Dan and Margaret Duckhorn in 1976, Duckhorn Vineyards has spent more than forty 
years establishing itself as one of North America’s premier producers of Napa Valley wines. From its 
modest inaugural vintage of 800 cases of Cabernet Sauvignon and 800 cases of Merlot in 1978, to its 
addition of Sauvignon Blanc in 1982, Duckhorn Vineyards has crafted a tradition of quality and excellence 
that continues today. 
 
Fundamental to the Duckhorn tradition was the early decision to focus on the production of Merlot. Dan 
Duckhorn felt that this elegant varietal was under appreciated in North America. "I liked the softness, the 
seductiveness, the color, the fact that it went with a lot of different foods; It seemed to me to be a 
wonderful wine to just enjoy. I became enchanted with Merlot." 
 
Since the inaugural vintage in 1978, Duckhorn Vineyards has been proud to craft a vineyard-designate 
bottling from Three Palms.  One of California’s first single-vineyard Merlots, this full-bodied wine reflects 
Three Palms’ unique terroir and has been a consistent benchmark for New World Merlot.  Named for its 
three iconic palm trees, the warm, up valley vineyard features lean soils that cause the vines to send their 
roots deep in search of nutrients, producing an intense, age-worthy wine with complex fruit and mineral 
layers.  As a testament to its status as the benchmark for New World Merlot, in 2017, Wine Spectator 
honored the 2014 Duckhorn Three Palms Vineyard Merlot as “Wine of the Year.” 
 

*** 
 

91% Merlot, 5% Cabernet Sauvignon, 2% Malbec, 1% Cabernet Franc, 1% Petit Verdot.    Luxurious 
aromas of black cherry, plum, raspberry, cedar and wet slate rise from the glass where they mingle with 
hints of chocolate and sweet baking spices. On the palate, dusty tannins add nuance and sophistication 
to a round, fleshy texture, with flavors of black and red fruit, fig and iron-rich earthy notes drawing the 
wine to a long, resonant finish. 
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2019 Celebration Red Wine Central Coast  
Central Coast, California 
 

The Central Coast AVA in California covers the long stretch of coastline from San Francisco Bay 
south to Santa Barbara, and reaches inland from the Pacific Ocean to the borders of the Central 
Valley. The climate and topography vary enormously across this immense region, making it 
impossible to generalize about winegrowing conditions.  

Running for approximately 280 miles (450km) from Contra Costa County to the Santa Ynez 
Valley, the Central Coast AVA covers some of California's most famous AVAs outside of Napa 
and Sonoma counties, including Paso Robles, Chalone, Santa Cruz Mountains and Santa Maria 
Valley. The rugged, mountainous topography of the area has been brought about by years of 
tectonic shift, and the famous San Andreas Fault cuts much of the AVA off from the rest of the 
United States. The Santa Lucia Mountains, the Galiban Range and the Santa Cruz Mountains all 
run through this part of California. 

 

Rhône grapes, Rhône Valley, Rhône-style wines, Rhône rangers.  These are common terms used 
to describe wines made with a blend of grapes typically known from the Rhône Valley.   The 
Rhône, a major river in France, rises in the Alps and flows south to the Mediterranean Sea. This 
river lends its name to the southern French wine region on its banks, the Rhône Valley, as well 
as its major AOC, Côtes du Rhône.   

 

The indigenous grape varieties that grow in the region, like Syrah, Grenache, Mourvèdre, 
Viognier and Roussanne, are often referred to as Rhône grapes.  In total, there are approximately 
20 or so Rhône varietals.   So, regardless of their place of origin, wines made from these grapes 
are said to be Rhône-style wines the world over. 

 
*** 

A low alchohol "crushable" red reminiscent of lighter southern french reds with great natural acidity. 
Hailing from Contra Costa County, ancient Carignan vines and a couple cool-climate central coast sites 
for Syrah and Grenache components.  This wine celebration is striking velvet color.   The lush aromatic 
bouquet brings generous notes of dark black fruit, black pepper and licorice  that lead to a broad palate 
that is supple, smooth, minty and fresh.   The perfect daily drinker for celebrating life with your most 
cherished friends.  Every. Single. Day. 
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Laurent Perrier Brut Rose Champagne  
Champagne, France  
 
Laurent-Perrier is a Champagne house founded in 1812 by a former cooper and bottler, Alphonse Pierlot   
in Tours-sur-Marne. Pierlot willed his company to his cellar master, Eugene Laurent, who ran it with his 
wife, Mathilde Emilie Perrier.  After Eugene Laurent died in 1887 his widow, Mathilde, took control and 
attached her name to the company, changing it to Veuve Laurent-Perrier. 

Veuve Mathilde led the company to great success, producing 50,000 cases of Champagne. This success 
was short-lived, due to the outbreak of World War I. Following the War, Veuve Mathilde hired Alexander 
Fletcher Keith Mackenzie to introduce and market Laurent-Perrier in the United Kingdom. In 1925 Veuve 
Mathilde died, leaving the company to Eugenie Hortense Laurent.  

Due to the setbacks from World War I and the imminent outbreak of World War II, Eugenie sold the 
company to Mary-Louise Lanson de Nonancourt in 1939. Marie-Louise invested all she could in the 
company, keeping it afloat through the turmoils of war, at one point mortgaging 1,000 cases of 
Champagne she had hidden in a wall. Her eldest son, Maurice, died during the war leaving his younger 
brother, Bernard de Nonancourt, as the heir apparent.   

Upon Bernard's return from war, his mother began set about educating him on every aspect of 
Champagne making at the Houses of Lanson and Delamotte. In 1949 Bernard de Nonancourt became the 
owner of the company and saw it become one of the largest family-owned Champagne houses. The de 
Nonancourt family still retains majority ownership of the company to this day. 

Before 1968, making non-vintage rosé champagne was virtually unthinkable. At a time of great social and 
artistic growth, Bernard de Nonancourt decided the time was right, and in 1968, Laurent-Perrier 
launched Cuvée Rosé Brut in an elegant bottle inspired by those made in the time of French King Henri 
IV. It went on to become a global success and industry standard.  For this innovation, Bernard and his 
staff decided to use a skin contact maceration technique, also known as saignée. This calls for especial 
care and know-how. This technique is used to extract the maximum aromatic richness from the pinot 
noir grapes and obtain a wine of a delicate, salmon-pink color.  

100% Pinot Noir from ten Grand Cru vineyards stretch through Bouzy, Tours-sur-Marne, and Ambonnay, 
the grapes are harvested and selected to be vinified in single vineyard lots. Once the individual batches 
are appropriately aged, the wines are then brought back together and carefully blended into a cuvee of 
various vintages and vineyards. 

*** 

Elegant, with color changing naturally from a pretty raspberry hue to salmon-pink. A precise nose of 
extraordinary freshness and a wide range of red fruits: raspberry, redcurrant, strawberry, black cherry. 
A fresh and sharp attack for this supple and rounded wine. On the palate, it offers the sensation of 
plunging into a basket of freshly picked red berries.  
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Bohigas Brut Cava  
Catalonia, Spain 
 
Fermí Bohigas is a family-owned winery that has roots dating back to the 13th century. The 
estate is located in the town of Òdena in the River Anoia valley, about 45 minutes west of 
Barcelona. The current family and their ancestors have been growing grapes and making wines 
at this location consecutively since 1290. Their first bottling took place in 1870. They first used 
the name “Bohigas” on a wine label in 1978. Today, the family’s estate encompasses 300 hectares 
of which 110 are split between two separate vineyard properties, named “Can Maciá” and “Can 
Batllevell”, both of which have their own cellars. 
 
From grape-growing to bottling, all Bohigas wines come from their estates. The vineyards are 
farmed organically, and the estate is now in official organic conversion. For the cava wines, 
Bohigas focuses on the historical and indigenous varieties of Xarel-lo, Macabeo and Parellada 
for whites and Trepat for red. The estate is very famous for its Xarel-lo vines which allow for 
extended lees aging of the cavas in the bottle during the second fermentation. Given the 
meticulous care and attention to the Cavas - from vineyard to cellar to bottle, the wines are 
finished with low dosage levels (8g on the Reserva and 6g on the Rosat). 
 
Today’s current owner is Jordi Casanovas Bohigas, who carries on the family tradition of 
producing high-quality wines from 100% estate-grown grapes. His daughter Maria Casanovas 
is the winemaker.  In 2000, they invested heavily in the modernization of their cellar at Can 
Maciá (the site of their original winery), where they traditionally produce and bottle their cava, 
as well as a number of still wines. 
 

*** 
 
 
Straw yellow in color with golden hues. Aromas of apple and pear coming from the Macabeo and 
Parellada varieties together with some bakery notes. Small and very persistent bubbles.   
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2017 Tonti Family Wines Zinfandel Old Vine Artisan Reserve  
Russian River Valley, California  
 
 
Born out of love of fine wines and delicious food, Tonti Family Wines offers fine vintage Zinfandels.  After 
traveling the world and sampling different wines, Peter Tonti decided to craft amazing Zinfandel for 
California wine lovers.   
 
Through numerous vineyard partnerships, Tonti has gained access to an extraordinary patches of land 
and vineyards. The vineyard where their grapes are grown rest on the Eastern edge of the beautiful 
Russian River Valley Appellation, on gently rolling bench land above the valley floor.  
 
The Russian River Appellation location not only provides the ideal soil composed of stoney ancient 
volcanic ash, but also an excellent overall climate for wine grapes. Warm days and cool nights, and light 
breezes from the Pacific, all have positive affects on the growing season. The day heating and night time 
cooling cycle plays an important part of why Northern California is a world class wine producing region.  
 
Planted to Zinfandel in the early 1900's, the Vineyard consists primarily of Old Vine Zinfandel, as well as 
small separate blocks of Cabernet Sauvignon. The vineyards enjoy views North into the Russian River 
Valley. To the Northeast, stands the majestic Mount St. Helena. To the West, lie rolling vineyards to the 
foothills that are the home of the great Redwoods, with the Pacific Ocean beyond. On cloud free days, the 
top of Mount Tamalpais near the San Francisco Bay can be seen reaching skyward in the distant Marin 
County to the South. 
 

*** 
 

An opulent Zinfandel that piles on notes of succulent fruit, luxurious tobacco, and thrilling smoke. Ruby 
black color. Aromas of baked figs, blackberry, smoked apple-wood, cinnamon-raisin swirl bread, and pine 
with a slightly chewy, crisp, fruity sweet medium-to-full body and a smooth, refreshing, medium-long 
ripe plum, tobacco, and milk chocolate covered caramel finish with moderate oak flavor. 
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2018 Jolivet Sancerre Rose 
Sancerre, France 
 
The house of Pascal Jolivet was founded in 1987 and is one of the most dynamic domaines in France’s 
Loire Valley. Based in Sancerre, the domaine now owns over 120 acres of prime vineyards spread across 
the appellations of Sancerre and Pouilly-Fumé. 
 
The domaine supplements the estate holdings with additional fruit sourced from some of the prime 
terroirs of the region including “les Caillotes”, “le Chêne Marchand”, “les Terres Blanches”, “les Griottes”, 
and “le Clos du Roy”. 
 
Sancerre wines originate from three soil types: clay, limestone and flint. Sancerre wines are more floral 
and elegant than wines of the same varietal type in other regions. Pouilly Fumé wines come from an area 
located on the right (north) bank of the Loire, which offers a large diversity of subsoils from the Ice Age. 
Pouilly Fumé wines possess characteristic flinty aromas (pierre à fusil), and are slightly rounder and 
creamier than Sancerre wines. The latter, grown on the left (south) bank of the Loire, exhibit more floral 
aromas and are bone dry. 
 
Pascal Jolivet is a firm believer in natural winemaking and practices environmentally friendly techniques 
in both the vineyard and the cellar. The philosophy of the estate is to let nature take its course as much 
as possible. The juices are fermented with wild yeasts in stainless steel tanks with thermoregulation. 
Valentina Buoso is Pascal Jolivet’s new winemaker and she continues to fulfill Pascal Jolivet’s philosophy 
and practices. 
 

*** 
 
 
The Sancerre Rosé is made with 100% Pinot Noir and is a blend of direct press and “saignée” production 
methods. Pascal Jolivet practices a minimalist winemaking style, allowing nature to take it’s course. It is 
produced using exclusively native yeasts, and entirely in temperature stainless steel. All parcels are 
vinified separately until final blending and bottling.   
 
Breezy aromatics of fresh strawberry, berries, strawberry pie, apricot, citrus, rhubarb, fresh, flowering 
spring field leading to a palate of ripe strawberries, raspberry, tart cherry, cranberry, blood orange, ruby 
red grapefruit, quince, slight lime, citrus, tangy, tart, lush, rich, classic.  It finishes with soft berries and 
mineral, tangy and tasty impression. 


