
 

December 2020 
 

WARNING: Drinking distilled spirits, beer, coolers, wine and other alcoholic beverages may increase cancer risk, and, 
during pregnancy, can cause birth defects.  For more information go to www.P65Warnings.ca.gov/alcohol. 

Grand Cru  

2016 Inglenook Cabernet Sauvignon, Rutherford – $72.98 

2016 Amuse Bouche Richard G. Peterson Pinot Noir, Santa Lucia Highlands – $59.98 

*** 

Sparkle 
2015 Marguet Pere et Fils Champagne Extra Brut Grand Cru Shaman – $55.98 

Domaine Claude Branger, L'éClipse Méthode Traditionnelle – $18.98 

 

*** 

Ultimate Reds 
2018 Austin Hope Cabernet Sauvignon, Paso Robles – $43.98 

2016 Velenosi Brecciarolo Rosso Piceno Superiore – $16.98 

*** 

Vintage Values 
2016 Terredora di Paolo Aglianico Campania IGT – $17.98 

2016 Velenosi Brecciarolo Rosso Piceno Superiore – $16.98 

 

Refer to www.vintagewinemerchants.com/blog/news for your notes. 

  

http://www.vintagewinemerchants.com/blog/news
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2016 Inglenook Cabernet Sauvignon, Rutherford   
Napa Valley, California 
 
The storied Inglenook property in Rutherford has a history back to 1879 when it was founded by 
Finnish sea captain Gustave Niebaum.  With the first vintage in 1882, it has been considered one of 
the very of best of Napa for generations now.  After some ups and downs, the full property and 
Inglenook name are reunited under the guidance of the Coppola family and Philippe Bascaules. 
 
Inglenook Cabernet Sauvignon is a tribute to John Daniel, Jr., who produced the much heralded 
Inglenook 1941 Cabernet Sauvignon from vine cuttings brought to the Inglenook Estate from 
Bordeaux by Gustave Niebaum.  Today, this estate-grown wine is blended with the finest lots of 
Cabernet Sauvignon and other Bordeaux varieties that remain after the highly selective blending 
of Rubicon. 
 
On the nose, the 2016 Inglenook Cabernet Sauvignon opens with very focused fresh, ripe black 
cherry and blackberry aromas. In the background, scents of garrigue – lavender, thyme, and bay 
– emerge and build complexity.  On the palate, the wine is superbly balanced to the point that it 
is difficult to identify individual flavor components, although cassis bud and blackberry do 
reveal themselves.  The fine-grained, polished tannins are very much in harmony with the oak 
and exhibit an underlying firmness that continues throughout the long, lingering aromatic finish. 
 
82% Cabernet Sauvignon 7% Cabernet Franc 6% Merlot 4% Petit Verdot 1% Malbec, 18 Months 
100% French Oak 50% New Oak 
 

*** 
 
95 Vinous - “Inglenook's 2016 Cabernet Sauvignon has turned out beautifully.  Savory and exquisitely 
layered, with striking aromatic nuance, the 2016 has so much to offer.  Dark black cherry, tobacco, 
cedar, grilled herbs and licorice are finely sketched.  More than anything else, the 2016 impresses in 
the way it balances intensity and detail. And of course, it is absolutely delicious too.” 
 
92 Wine Advocate - “The 2016 Cabernet Sauvignon is a blend of 82% Cabernet Sauvignon, 7% 
Cabernet Franc, 6% Merlot, 4% Petit Verdot and 1% Malbec.  Medium to deep garnet-purple colored, 
it opens with notions of cherry tart, redcurrant jelly, freshly crushed blackberries and wild blueberries 
with hints of pencil lead, tobacco and underbrush.  Medium to full-bodied, the palate possesses plenty 
of juicy black and blue berries with a firm, chewy frame and savory finish.”  
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2016 Richard G. Peterson Pinot Noir, Santa Lucia Highlands 
Santa Lucia Highlands, California 
 
This delicious Pinot by Amuse Bouche Winery is a tribute to legendary wine maker and scientist, 
Richard “Dick” Peterson, an innovator in the California wine industry since the 1960s.  As a 
young man, he produced novel products such as the first wine cooler for Seagrams and Gallo's 
Hearty Burgundy.  He was pivotal to the success of a portfolio of wineries, including Beaulieu 
Vineyards with Andre Tchelistcheff, the Monterey Vineyard, Atlas Peak Vineyards and Folie à 
Deux Winery.  Dick invented many techniques still in use today, such as the "bung-and-roll," the 
practice of rolling a barrel to prevent the wood bung from drying.  Scientist Peterson proved that 
winemakers do not need to "top off" barrels of wine, because the space between the wine and 
the barrel is, in fact, a vacuum rather than air, so the wine cannot oxidize as feared.  Perhaps his 
greatest invention was the steel barrel pallet, which allowed barrels to be stacked higher and 
more securely.  In response to a relatively recent threat to our vineyards, Dick developed the 
"DP Screw," which delivers antibiotics to vines stricken with Pierce's disease. 
 
Santa Lucia Highlands AVA 
It is here that Dick planted his vineyard with a footprint unlike any other.  Boasting a cool climate 
and one of the longest growing seasons in California, the Richard G. Peterson property cultivates 
two distinct clones - Wrotham and R-4 with a footprint unlike any other.  
 
The Wrotham Clone 
Discovered near Wrotham Village in southeast England; the cuttings were introduced there by 
the Romans some 2000 years ago.  The Wrotham clone produces a uniquely rich color and a 
spicy characteristic not often found in other Pinot Noir wines.  In 1980, Dick Peterson brought 
the first and only Wrotham cuttings back to California and planted them on his 10-acre property. 
 

*** 
92 Wine Advocate - “The 2016 Richard G. Peterson Pinot Noir is pale ruby-purple in color with 
a nose of bold Bing cherries, ripe raspberries and cranberry notes with hints of violets, cinnamon 
stick and tilled soil plus a waft of fallen leaves.  The palate is medium-bodied, elegant, fresh and 
elegantly played with satiny tannins and a long finish.” 
 
90 Vinous - “The 2016 Pinot Noir Richard G. Peterson (Santa Lucia Highlands) is a very pretty 
wine.  Perfumed, gracious and understated, the 2016 shows the more subtle side of the vintage 
off to great effect.  Silky tannins push the red berry fruit, spice and floral notes nicely.”  
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2015 Marguet Pere et Fils Champagne Extra Brut Grand Cru Shaman 
Champagne, France  
 
One of Champagne's most passionate advocates of biodynamic viticulture and aromatherapy 
since he undertook his family estate's biodynamic conversion in 2009, Benoît Marguet farms 
just over seven hectares in Ambonnay, as well as small holdings in Bouzy, which he complements 
with purchased organically farmed grapes from the Côte de Blancs.  Working with indigenous 
yeasts and minimal sulfites—indeed, increasingly, with no sulfites whatsoever—Marguet's vins 
clairs are vinified in wood and see long élevage before tirage.  These days, disgorgement is 
without dosage. Framed by a delicate patina from their time in oak, these are concentrated, 
intense and beautifully balanced Champagnes that are invariably precisely defined by site—and, 
moreover, revolutionary in their ambitions.  We have followed Marguet's wines since my for 
may years, and it is clear that Benoît is well on his way to one of the top grower producers in the 
Montagne de Reims. 
 

55% Pinot Noir and 45% Chardonnay.  Rich but tight with nice tension. Citrusy and bright with 
a spicy herby twist. Some pear and crisp apple.  This has ripeness but the low dosage keeps 
things tight.  Lovely. 
 

 

*** 

 
92 Wine Advocate - “Disgorged in May 2019 and incorporating some 20% reserve wines, 
Marguet's Shaman 15 offers up aromas of peach, pear and yellow orchard fruits complemented 
by hints of fresh walnuts, toasted almonds and warm spices.  Medium to full-bodied, rich and 
enveloping, it's nicely concentrated, with fine depth at the core, a delicate mousse and a long, 
saline finish.” 
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Domaine Claude Branger, L'éClipse Méthode Traditionnelle 
Muscadet Sèvre et Maine, France 
 
Among the small cadre of committed growers in the Muscadet Sèvre et Maine appellation, the 
father and son team of Claude and Sébastien Branger rank among the top.  Claude was an early 
member of Terra Vitis, an organization that sets guide-lines for sustainable farming and 
monitors its members’ practices to ensure compliance.  Subsequently, Sébastien embarked the 
domaine on the road to full-fledged organic farming.  Certification came in 2016.  They farm 65 
acres in two parishes in the heart of Muscadet Sèvre et Maine.  
 
The grapes for this wine come from three adjacent plots of Melon in the Clos Joubert vineyard. 
These grow down slope near the Sèvre River in relatively heavy clay soils on gneiss.  Clay trans-
lates into power and acidity for white grapes, a big plus for sparkling wine production.  The plots 
were planted in 1964, 1968, and 1976, and 1985, and total an acre and a half.  The name comes 
from when Claude and Sébastien witnessed a partial eclipse of the sun while harvesting in the 
Clos Joubert vineyard. 
 
Dutch traders introduced the Melon grape to the region from Burgundy in the 1600s.  They 
wanted grapes for distilling, and the city of Nantes was within ready reach of their boats.  An 
extreme winter in 1709 wiped out the red varieties then locally grown and thereafter Melon 
came to rule the region.  Today, there are four appellations in Muscadet, and Muscadet Sèvre et 
Maine AC is the best and by far the largest. 
 

*** 
 
100% Melon de Bourgogne.  Harvested by hand.  Direct pressing of the bunches without re-
harvesting.  Fermentation for 3 to 4 weeks with natural yeasts.  Aging on lees for 7 months.  After 
second fermentation a further 18 months of maturing on lees and a dosage of 7 gr/liter. 
 
Pale, fairly lively bubbles.  All lime on the nose.  Light, citrus and chalk, dry.  Surprisingly good 
sparkler made from Melon de Bourgogne.  
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2018 Austin Hope Cabernet Sauvignon, Paso Robles 
Paso Robles, California 
 
The Hope family has been farming in Paso Robles for more than 30 years.  When they arrived in 
this barely-discovered region, they planted apples and grapes.  Little did they know that the 
rolling, oak-studded terrain of Paso Robles would one day become a viticultural terroir of 
significance and one of the top winegrowing regions for quality red wine within the Central 
Coast. 
 
Gone are the apple orchards.  Today, the Hopes cultivate mature vineyards of the varieties best 
suited to their area including Cabernet Sauvignon, Syrah, Merlot, Mourvedre and Grenache.  Vine 
density has increased and each vine is asked to produce very little fruit.  The terroir of this 
domain expresses itself in its unique regional character.  Regardless of the varieties planted, the 
expression of Paso Robles is displayed in the glass with spice, licorice and berry in the nose, soft 
textures and silky tannins on the palate. 
 
“The goal for this Cabernet is simple – to make wine that expresses all that Paso has to offer, 
with its pastoral beauty, perfect soils, maritime climate and limitless possibility.” – Austin Hope 

 
*** 

 

The  #7 Wine in Wine Enthusiast's Top 100 Wines in the World for 2020. 

Deep ruby in color, the 2018 Austin Hope Cabernet Sauvignon expresses aromas of fresh black 
currants and cherries accompanied by subtle smoky notes and dried spices.  On the palate, this 
lavish powerful wine is layered with juicy blackberry, ripe cherry, vanilla bean and brown 
butter.  It’s full-bodied and rich, balanced by a touch of bright acidity and firm polished tannins. 
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2016 Velenosi Brecciarolo Rosso Piceno Superiore 
Marche, Italy 
 
Marche is a beautiful and little known region on the Eastern Coast of Central Italy.  Being on the 
opposite coast as Tuscany, it has a similar temperate climate and rolling hillside vineyards.  The 
primary grapes being grown are Montepulciano, Sangiovese, Verdicchio, and Pecorino.  
Certainly less famous for winemaking than some of its neighbors, Marche is a great are for 
finding quality wines at a great value. 
 
Located just outside of the town of Ascoli Piceno, Velenosi is a dynamic estate headed by the 
charismatic and skilled Angela Velenosi.  The estate is included in the Rosso Piceno Superiore 
production subzone, a privileged area included in the much larger zone of Rosso Piceno.  While 
Rosso Piceno is produced in a rather vast hilly area of the Marche, only the very limited zone 
within the province of Ascoli Piceno, with its special microclimate and pedologic conditions that 
extend over fourteen municipalities of this province, is designated Superiore. 
 
 
 

*** 
 
Montepulciano 70%, Sangiovese 30%.   
A balanced, medium-bodied red, with light, taut tannins and flavors of boysenberry, dried mint 
and thyme, anise and smoke. Fresh and easy-drinking.  Montepulciano and Sangiovese.  Drink 
now.  - Wine Spectator 
 
This wine pairs well with tomato pasta dishes, grilled meat, salami, pizza and medium aged 
cheeses. 
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2016 Terredora di Paolo Aglianico Campania IGT 
Campania, Italy 
 
The South of Italy is one of the most interesting wine areas of the world.  Campania, especially the 
sub region of Irpinia, produces wines from native varieties such as Aglianico, Fiano, Greco and 
Falanghina, which can compare and compete with the best in the world.  With rich volcanic soils and 
a winemaking history dating back to the Greeks, these wines have a true sense of place, wines of 
terrior.  Aglianico, much like Nebbiolo in Barolo, can be fairly rich in body and have gracious chewy 
tannins with savory herbal and mineral notes.  Often it can require many years in the bottle to open to 
its full potential, but this wine is designed specifically to be enjoyed young and fresh. 
 
Since 1978 Terredora has been a key player in Campania’s viticultural renaissance. Combining 
experience and tradition, Terredora has introduced in its own historic, indigenous vineyards 
modern innovations, technical knowledge, and a team dedicated to respecting and promoting 
the return to traditional viticulture, a most qualified tradition.  
 
Ruby red color, with aromas of cherry, black cherry, artemisia, thyme.  A wine of medium structure, 
fresh and soft, with a pleasant aftertaste of black cherry. 
 

*** 
 
Offering a transparent view onto this versatile red grape from Campania, the 2016 Aglianico is 
redolent of bright cherry and blackberry with spicy notes of tar and cured tobacco at the back. 
Those savory aromas are mild, and they appear to emerge from the grape itself. However, this 
wine does see barrel age, and of course that has contributed to the stability and the structure of 
the wine. -Wine Advocate 
 
A very food-friendly wine, ideal with cold cuts, Mediterranean cuisine, such as soups and pasta dishes, 
white meat and light main courses. Perfect as aperitif.  
 


