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Grand Cru  

2015 Gandona Cellars Cabernet Sauvignon Encosta, Napa Valley – $89.98 

2018 Post and Beam Cabernet Sauvignon, Napa Valley – $44.98 

*** 

Sparkle 
Sadi Malot Blanc de Blancs "Terre d' Origine" Brut Champagne – $44.98 

2017  Schramsberg Brut Sparkling Wine Blanc de Blancs – $34.98 

*** 

Ultimate Reds 
2018 Post and Beam Cabernet Sauvignon, Napa Valley – $44.98 

2018 Prelius Cabernet Sauvignon, Toscana IGT – $17.98 

*** 

Vintage Values 
2012 Andrew Lane Merlot, Napa Valley – $29.98 

2018 Gil Family Estates Bodegas Ateca 'Honoro Vera' Garnacha – $8.98 

Refer to www.vintagewinemerchants.com/blog/news for your notes. 

http://www.vintagewinemerchants.com/blog/news
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2015 Gandona Cellars Cabernet Sauvignon Encosta   
Napa Valley, California 
 
Growing up in Portugal, Manuel Pires spent summers on his grandfather’s Quinta in the famed wine 
region of Douro, where he made a promise to himself to one day live a life working the land. In 2006, 
Manuel made good on that promise, purchasing an estate on Pritchard Hill where he began in earnest the 
development of what would become Gandona Estate. Together with world-renown winemaker Philippe 
Melka, they dedicate themselves to producing world-class wines. 
 
High above the beautiful Napa Valley’s Lake Hennessy lies Gandona Estate; 12 blocks carved into the 
steep terrain, each possessing a distinct personality and a unique expression of their place. Seventeen 
acres of predominantly Bordeaux varietals are planted on a range of Sobrante Loam soils. Meticulously 
farmed, the careful attention of the Gandona team is based on long-term sustainable practices, not just 
to reach an immediate end result but also to maintain and enhance the quality of the land, air and water 
at the estate. 
 
Meaning “hillside” in Portuguese, Encosta is the beginning. This Cabernet was originally creat-ed to 
showcase the youthful vibrancy of the vines when the property was first acquired. With time, however, 
Encosta has become less about younger vines and more about showcasing the various expressions of the 
highly dynamic vineyard characteristics.  90% cabernet sauvignon and 10% cabernet franc. 
 
 
 

*** 
 
 
92 Vinous - The 2015 Encosta is a gorgeous second wine from Gandona. Dark, sumptuous and in-viting, 
the 2015 possesses striking depth. Black cherry, blueberry jam, cloves and new leather are all pushed 
forward. Racy and sumptuous in the glass, the 2015 is a real winner, especially at this level. Drink it over 
the next handful of years.  
 
90 Wine Advocate - The 2015 Gandona Vineyards Encosta Cabernet Sauvignon is very deep gar-net-
purple in color with a lovely red and black cherries, black berries and mulberries nose with hints of bay 
leaves, yeast extract and Bovril. Medium-bodied, fine and fresh with lovely open-knit fruit, it finishes 
long.  
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2018 Post and Beam Cabernet Sauvignon, Napa Valley 
Napa Valley, California 
 
Named for the simple yet elegant barns that dot the American landscape as an enduring 
reminder of our history, Post & Beam represents craftsmanship, tradition, legacy, and purity. 
There’s nothing unnecessary or overly complicated about a post and beam barn. It just works 
beautifully. The same can be said for these wines . They are simple, elegant, pure expressions of 
each grape in its finest form.  For the Cabernet, it’s all about gentle pressings and an oak program 
that supports – but doesn’t overwhelm – the pure flavors and expressions of Napa Valley 
Cabernet.  
 
The original Far Niente winery was established in Oakville, CA in 1885 and is now a seminal 
name within the Napa Valley community, recognized for its lineup of luxury Cabernet Sauvignon 
and Chardonnay. Post & Beam offers renditions of classic Napa Valley wines that reflect the 
esteemed pedigree of Far Niente’s varietals and terroir. The veteran winemaking team is led by 
Far Niente’s Director of Winemaking Andrew Delos, who will be crafting the wines from 
carefully selected Napa Valley vineyards. Post & Beam strives to honor the fundamentals of 
traditional winemaking techniques to create simple, elegant, pure expressions of each grape in 
its finest form. 

 
*** 

 

Pure, fresh plum, violet and sage aromas lead to a round palate layered with ripe plum, dark 
berry and black currant flavors. Leather, cedar and dried herb accents, along with whispers of 
vanilla and oak provide depth, while lithe acidity keeps the wine lifted, balanced and bright. 
Supple tannins feel like suede-velvet and carry the elegant fruit and spice flavors into a finish 
that goes on and on. This debut vintage is pure finesse.  
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Sadi Malot Brut Champagne Blanc de Blancs Terre d' Origine 
Champagne, France  
 

This estate was founded by Socrate Malot. As a tribute to his brother Sadi, who was named thus 
because he was born on the day of the assassination of Sadi Carnot (the French President from 
1887 to 1894) and died during WWI, he gave his company and his son this name of great 
historical importance. Today the estate is in the 5th generation, with Franck Malot and his 
daughter Cindy, along with her partner Fabien Villier, carrying on the work.  The family has 8 
hectares of Chardonnay in Villers-Marmery, and two hectares of Pinot Noir in Grand Cru 
Verzy.  The vines are in conversion to organic viticulture, and are currently certified Level 3 
Haute Valeur Ecologie (HVE).  The style sought here is one of purity and minerality, from the 
unique limestone at this end of the Montagne de Reims.    

Sadi Malot is a Recoltant-Manipulant or a RM Champagne.  What does that mean? 

RM stands for Récoltant Manipulant. This is a grower who produces and sells Champagne only 
from their own grapes grown from their own vineyards. They are allowed to buy up to 5% of 
the production in order to cover weaker growing years. The concept of ‘grower’ Champagne 
conjures romantic images of green acres and an idealized farmer, but in the best cases, the best 
growers actually make world class Champagnes that are more sophisticated and magnificent 
than those of the larger houses or NM, Negociant-Manipulants.  

We often call these RM producers ‘grower champagnes’ or ‘farmer fizz’.  The vast majority of 
grape farmers in Champagne, do not make any wine, they simply sell their grapes.  They are RM 
who do not make Champagne often sell much of their crop to larger negociant houses.   

*** 

100% Chardonnay with 45% Reserve. Minimum 36 months sur latte. 8 g/l dosage.   
Lively and light bubbles bouquet bursts with fresh notes of peach and pear. A nice middle fizzy 
minerality sweeps you up followed by a thoughtful finish. 
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2017 Schramsberg Brut Blanc de Blancs Sparkling Wine   
North Coast, California 
 
 
Schramsberg’s history dates back to the 19th century, when German immigrant Jacob Schram first 
made his home and started his winery on Diamond Mountain.  Over one hundred years later Jack and 
Jamie Davies would restore the Schramsberg estate in 1965. They set out to produce sparkling wine – 
specifically, “America’s most prestigious, select and admired sparkling wine; chosen for special 
guests, special gifts, pampering one’s self and expressing one’s taste in unique products.” Through the 
decades, this spirit of innovation earned Schramsberg and the Davies worldwide praise and 
recognition. 
 
Blanc de Blancs was the first wine Schramsberg produced in 1965 and was Americas first 
commercially produced Chardonnay-based brut sparkling wine. The Schramsberg style of Blanc 
de Blancs is dry and crisp. Small lots of malolactic- and barrel-fermented wines are added for 
complexity. The wine is aged on the yeast lees in the bottle for over two years prior to 
disgorgement. With its vibrant, fruitful and crisp nature, this sparkling wine will maintain its 
freshness, structure and refined finish for many years, even decades following its initial release. 

 

Schramsberg has also played a role in world history. The Blanc de Blancs was used for President 
Nixon’s 1972 “Toast to Peace” with China’s Premier Zhou Enlai.  Schramsberg’s sparkling wines 
have been served at official State functions by every U.S. Presidential administration since. 

 
*** 

 
100% Chardonnay, 72% Napa, 27% Sonoma, 1% Marin 
 
This 2017 Blanc de Blancs has bright aromas of Meyer lemon, golden apple, Bosc pear, marzipan and 
vanilla cookie, which intermingle with hints of warm pastry and cinnamon. Granny Smith apple, 
candied lemon, and baked pineapple bring fruit-ful notes to the mid-palate, ending with a long, clean 
and vibrant finish. 
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2018 Prelius Cabernet Sauvignon Toscana IGT 
Tuscany, Italy 
 
 
In the hilly amphitheater of Tuscany’s Maremma region, above an ancient coastal lake called 
Prelius, a vineyard organically farmed by the Stianti Mascheroni family flourishes. This vineyard, 
also called Prelius, is the first venture outside of Chianti Classico for the Stianti Mascheroni 
family, leaders in Tuscany’s organic viticultural movement.  The 21-hectare (52-acre) estate, 
purchased in 2007, lies in the central part of the Maremma region, south of Bolgheri and north 
of Lazio, in the westernmost part of Tuscany.  Benefiting from the proximity to the sea, the 
Maremma has mild winters that rarely experience temperatures below freezing. Summer 
temperatures are relatively high during the day, but cool off in the evening due to breezes that 
flow from the sea to the hills. These breezes also help to keep humidity at bay. Rainfall primarily 
occurs in late autumn, winter and early spring. 
 
The Cabernet Sauvignon is a rich, yet elegant wine with beautiful tannins and a long, seamless 
finish. Intended for drinking young, it is aged for nine to 10 months in large French oak casks 
and then in the bottle for approximately three months. 
 
 
 

*** 
 
The nose is expressive, displaying aromas of blackberry, blueberry, and a hint of cinnamon 
rounding out with seductive oak notes. Color is bright with an intense gem-like quality paired 
with dark violet highlights. It is a full-bodied wine that displays solid structure and complexity; 
exhibiting dark red fruit and a lingering finish. 
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2018 Honoro Vera Garnacha 
Calatayud, Spain 
 
 
Bodegas Ateca was founded just outside the town of Ateca, Calatayud by the Gil Family in 2005. 
The focus is cultivating old-vine Garnacha, some dating back to the early 20th century, on slate-
based vineyards at about 3,000 feet above sea level, some of the highest vineyards in the region. 
Clay loam deep below the rocky slate allows the vines to obtain moisture and the vineyards to 
be dry-farmed, lending to low-yields, intensity and structure. 
 
The vines are bush-trained, dry-farmed, hand harvested and farmed without the use of 
pesticides or herbicides. The wines are fermented in stainless steel before being transferred to 
French oak barrels for malolactic fermentation and aging. 
  
 
 

*** 
 
Honoro Vera Garnacha is made from 100% Grenache from 30-40 year-old vines.  It is fermented 
in stainless steel tanks and then aged for 2 months in French oak barrels. It shows bright aromas 
and flavors of redcurrant, cherry, and raspberry with a touch of toasted oak, spice and silky 
tannins.  
 
A house favorite! This wine has generous fruit on the fore palate, with notes of spice and a nice 
smooth finish. The tannins are delicate yet firm, the wine has a medium to full body. Try this 
wine with grilled meats, paella, or anything else on the dinner table tonight! 
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2012 Andrew Lane Merlot 
Napa Valley, California 
 
 
Begun in 1978 by Dave Dickson, Andrew Lane is now run by his son Drew Dickson who renamed 
the winery after his sons, Andrew and Lane.  Partnering with long-time friends who are growers 
in Napa Valley and beyond, they source Cabernet, Merlot and Old Italian-American varietals 
from Rutherford, St. Helena, East Oakville and Howell Mountain.  
 
 

*** 
 
The Merlot is primarily from Manny Gomes’ “Los Amigos” vineyard on the eastern slope of Atlas 
Peak then delicately finished with a splash of Petite Sirah.   
 
The wine boasts bright fruit aromas of crushed blueberries, raspberries and Brazilian nut. On 
the palate, a core of rich minerality drives wild fruit notes of black cherry, ripe plum and cured 
meat, finishing soft, round and balanced, although age-worthy. 
 
 


