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Grand Cru  

2017 Pride Mountain Vineyards Cabernet Sauvignon – 74.98 

2017 Freeman Winery Pinot Noir Russian River – 44.98 

*** 

Sparkle 
Louis Roederer Brut Champagne Premier – 42.98 

Guy de Forez Champagne Brut Tradition - 39.98 

 

*** 

Ultimate Reds 
2018 Mollyberey Zinfandel Old Vine, Lodi – 19.98 

2016 Salvestrin Cabernet Sauvignon, Napa Valley – 39.98 

*** 

Vintage Values 
2018 Mollyberey Zinfandel Old Vine, Lodi – 19.98 

2015 Domaine du Deffends Champs de la Truffiere Rouge – 19.98 

Refer to www.vintagewinemerchants.com/blog/news for your notes. 

http://www.vintagewinemerchants.com/blog/news
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2017 Pride Mountain Vineyards Cabernet Sauvignon   
Napa & Sonoma, California 
 
Pride Mountain Vineyards encompasses over 200 acres and sits high atop the Mayacamas Mountains 
straddling the Napa/Sonoma county line. Located at the site of historic Summit Ranch, where wine 
grapes have been grown since 1869, this beautiful setting includes wine caves dug deep into the 
mountains and the haunting ruins of an old stone winery dating to 1890. 
 
Founded in 1990 by Jim and Carolyn Pride, Pride Mountain Vineyards is recognized as one of the “world’s 
greatest wine estates” by Robert Parker, Jr., joining just 22 other California wineries for this distinction. 
Pride wines have appeared numerous times on The Wine Spectator’s Top 100 Wines of the World list, 
and have been served at the White House more than 30 times during the last two decades. 
 
In 2004, Suzanne Pride Bryan and Steve Pride took ownership of the winery after their father, Jim's, 
passing and now continue Pride Mountain Vineyards’ tradition of producing highly lauded wines. In the 
cellar, winemaker Sally Johnson and her team work with the property’s exceptional estate-grown 
Cabernet Sauvignon, Chardonnay as well as other varietals.   
 
This incarnation of our Cabernet Sauvignon is a classic example of Mountain Cabernet: concentrated and 
layered with exotic complexity that emerges just beyond its fruit-driven intro. 27 lots of Cabernet were 
night-harvested and transferred to individual fermentation vats, where they were cold-soaked for 
several days before being gently warmed for fermentation. After 20 days on skins, the wines were 
drained to French oak barrels, 50 to 60% new, where they were aged as separate wine lots for the next 
nine months. In August of 2018, pre-blending began, followed by an additional 11 months of barrel aging 
before the final additions were made to the blend: 5% Petit Verdot for spice and acidity, and 2.5% Merlot 
for roundness and red fruit accents.   
 
 

*** 
 

 
53% Napa, 47% Sonoma.  92.5% Cabernet Sauvignon, 5% Petit Verdot, 2.5% Merlot. 
Blue/black fruit notes ranging from plum to blackberry and mulberry are enhanced by complex notes of 
mint, brown sugar, freshly cut cedar and subtle truffle. The texture is rich and balanced, with an 
unctuousness in the mouth, balanced acidity and silky tannins throughout the middle and finish of the 
wine.   
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2017 Freeman Winery Pinot Noir  
Russian River, California 
 

Since being founded in 2001 by Ken and Akiko Freeman, Freeman Vineyard & Winery has 
developed a cult-like following within the wine community, emerging as one of California's 
most-acclaimed small wineries. Recognized for crafting elegant cool-climate Pinot Noir and 
Chardonnay in a sophisticated Burgundian style, Freeman has been hailed by Food & Wine as 
one of the "World's 30 Best Pinot Noirs" and by Wine Spectator as one of its "Magnificent 30" 
Californian Pinot producers.  

In addition to being sought after by collectors, Freeman's highly allocated wines have earned a 
place in some of the finest restaurants in the world, including rare offerings as verticals on the 
wine lists of such revered Michelin three-star establishments as the French Laundry, Daniel, and 
Alain Ducasse.  

From the first vintage, the Freeman style went against convention. While others pushed the 
limits of ripeness, Akiko and the consulting wine team sought balance and refinement. Today, 
the winery is defined by those same pursuits, with Akiko at the helm as winemaker, and Freeman 
is recognized internationally as one of California's most acclaimed small producers. 

 
*** 

 

At first sip, the 2017 Russian River Valley Pinot Noir has deep berry aromas but as it aerates in 
the glass, a cooler, spicier aspect of the nose emerges. On the palate, it’s perfectly balanced 
between fruit, acidity and ripe tannins, while the black cherry flavors go on and on into the finish. 
This wine should be at its best from late 2019 through 2026.  
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Louis Roederer Brut Champagne Premier  
Champagne, France  
 

Louis Roederer is a producer of champagne based in Reims, France. Founded in 1776, it was 
inherited and renamed by Louis Roederer in 1833.   The house was to achieve even greater fame 
in 1876 when Roederer’s son, also named Louis Roederer, invented the legendary Cristal, 
packaging it in a clear crystal bottle as an exclusive cuvée for Tsar Alexander II.  Over 3.5 million 
bottles of Louis Roederer champagne are shipped each year to more than 100 countries. 

 

The 240 hectares of Louis Roederer's vineyards are distributed across the three main 
Champagne growing zones, the Montagne de Reims, the Vallée de la Marne, and the Côte des 
Blancs. Louis Roederer's vineyards cover two thirds of the company's needs, which is rare for a 
Champagne House. This situation gives Louis Roederer a greater control over its production. 
Seventy five hectares are cultivated according to biodynamic principles, which makes it the 
largest biodynamic estate in the Champagne region.  However, the Brut Premier is the only cuvee 
that is made from purchased, rather than estate-grown, grapes.   

 

Brut Premier is a non-vintage Champagne combining at least four vintage wines in a blend of 
40% Pinot Noir, 40% Chardonnay and 20% Meunier, the three main grape varieties allowed in 
the composition of Champagne, coming from more than fifty different crus. The inclusion of 
reserve wines (approximately 20%) matured in oak casks for several years gives the complexity 
and roundness characteristic of Louis Roederer's champagnes.  It is aged for 3 years in Louis 
Roederer’s cellars and left for 6 months after dégorgement (disgorging).   The dosage (residual 
sugar) is typically around 9g/l.  
 

*** 

 

The freshness, finesse, and brightness of Brut Premier make it the perfect wine for festive 
occasions. Its structured texture, richness, and length are distinctly winey. It is a full, complex 
wine that is both rich and powerful, whilst remaining a great classic. 
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Guy de Forez Champagne Brut Tradition  
Champagne, France 
 
 

Champagne producer Guy de Forez is housed in a beautiful building built in the 17th century in 
the town of Les Riceys.  Francis Wenner and his wife Sylvie farm just 12 hectares of vines rooted 
in soils of Kimmeridgian limestone—not surprising given that Riceys is just 10 kilometers north 
of Chablis. Despite their proximity to an iconic Chardonnay terroir, about 90% of the Wenners’ 
vineyards are in fact Pinot Noir.    

The Wenner’s were one of the early pioneers of farming sustainably in the region, and are 
currently participating members of the Terra Vitis federation.  The town of Les Riceys is also 
traditionally known for making beautiful still rose wine which ages beautifully.  The range of 
Champagnes are full bodied with a purity and precise freshness that make these wines ideal 
dinner companions. 

 
 

*** 
 

The Guy de Forez Brut Tradition is both the calling card of the domaine and a fantastic 
introduction to this family owned domaine. Composed of 100% Pinot Noir, this elegant 
Champagne from the Aube region of Champagne is at once delicate and the palate is tangy, racy, 
and yet surprisingly full-bodied, with lots of baking spice, smoke, crushed stones and chopped 
almonds that lend considerable savor to the profile.   The ‘dosage’, or added sweetness, is just 8 
grams per liter, and the wine certainly finishes bone-dry.  
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2016 Salvestrin Cabernet Sauvignon 
Napa Valley, California  
 
 
 

Salvestrin Winery is located off of Main Street (Highway 29) in St. Helena, bordering the historic St. 
Helena High School grounds.   Nestled in famous Napa Valley, the Salvestrin family has been growing 
wine grapes on their historic St. Helena vineyard since 1932.  Remarkably, this site has been farmed 
to grape vines since 1860, one of the oldest continuously farmed vineyard sites in all of the Napa 
Valley.  Even during Prohibition grapes from the property were sold to other wineries for church 
and medicinal uses.   More recently, three generations of the Salvestrin Family have meticulously and 
sustainably farmed this 26 acre vineyard for decades.   
 

Being sensitive to the environment and the surrounding community by following organic guidelines, we 
consistently create handcrafted wines that are fruit forward, elegant, balanced and memorably world 
class. 

 

 

*** 

 

 

89% Cabernet Sauvignon, 7% Merlot. 3% Syrah, 1% Cabernet Franc.  A dark-fruited nose with plums and 
blackberries and gravelly, rocky mineral, and quaint hints of as well as truffle and earthiness.  The palate 
has a supple and succulent blueberry notes that lead to fine grained and layered tannins.  
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2018 Mollyberey Zinfandel Old Vine  
Lodi, California 
 
 
This is a project that started several years ago and we’re pleased to present our TENTH vintage of 
Mollyberry Old Vine Zinfandel.   Named after our resident mascot daughter of a VWM alumni, the spirit 
of Mollyberry lives on and evokes a fun, playful everyday spirit.   We attempt to achieve sweetness of 
fruit and robust flavor to make Mollyberry approachable and carefree.   
 
Zinfandel (also known as Primitivo) is a variety of black-skinned wine grape. The variety is planted in 
over 10 percent of California vineyards. DNA fingerprinting revealed that it is genetically equivalent to 
the Croatian grapes Crljenak Kaštelanski and Tribidrag, as well as to the Primitivo variety traditionally 
grown in Puglia (the "heel" of Italy), where it was introduced in the 18th century.  The grape found its 
way to the United States in the mid-19th century, and became known by variations of the name 
"Zinfandel", a name of uncertain origin.  
 
Just as we enjoy watching Molly grow up, the evolution of the Mollyberry Zinfandel has been nothing 
short of amazing.   Our first vintage of Mollyberry was a scant 50 case project.   Ten vintages later, we’re 
humming along over 250 cases and shipping the wine throughout the country.    
 
A little known trivia, when Vintage Vinny first started dating the future Mrs. Vintage Wine Merchants, 
her go-to favorite wine for daily drinking was Mollyberry.   Flash forward to the evolution of a wine wife, 
she still enjoys the Mollyberry, but prefers Vintage Vinny to bring home the Meursault. 
 
 

*** 
 
The soft ruby - purple hued Mollyberry is endearing, aromatic and delicious.   Let her open up for a tad 
before you dive in.   It's a high-octane, medium-bodied Zinfandel that possesses abundant dark berry 
fruit, cola, cherries and spice intermingled with bright nuances of cherries, raspberries and plums. Soft, 
luscious and playful and a touch of heat.  Another bright vintage of our staple Mollyberry for immediate 
enjoyment. The right wine for the job - I'm your Mollyberry!!! 
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2015 Domaine du Deffends Champs de la Truffiere Rouge 
Languedoc, France 
 
The Domaine du Deffends is situated in the foothills of Monts Auréliens running along the ancient Roman 
road of the same name (approximately 50km east of Aix-en-Provence). The soil is chalky, arid and porous.   
Thanks to its gentle incline and privileged south-eastern orientation, the du Deffends vineyard has never 
suffered the effects of frost. Production is kept deliberately low by aggressive pruning and, if necessary, 
early harvesting of the grapes.    
 
The Domaine du Deffends is a small family business led by a spirited team of aficionados that strive to 
take full advantage of the superior soil and climate through a rigorous commitment to quality.    At the 
helm is Suzel de Lanversin, a dynamic and engaging woman whose energy belies her age (she is in her 
eighties).  Her commitment to quality and furthering women’s empowerment is noteworthy and 
commendable.  
 
 

*** 
 
This wine is organically farmed and the cuvee is named after the truffles that grow near the vineyard. 
This cuvee is 50/50 Cabernet Sauvignon and Syrah from vineyards that average 25 years of age and are 
planted on southeast facing hillsides composed of chalky soil. 
 
Slightly iridescent color, bishop red.  Aromas of deep under wood that lead to truffles and garrigue notes. 
Leather and liquorice aroma dominate to a soft and smooth tannin finish. This complex wine, will evolve 
positively with time.  
 


