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Grand Cru  

2016 Nickel and Nickel Cabernet Sauvignon Branding Iron – 109.98 

2014 Gerard Bertrand Corbieres – 16.98 

*** 

Sparkle 
Rene Geoffroy Rose de Saignee Premier Cru Brut – 64.98 

Vigna Dorata Brut Franciacorta– 24.98 

 

*** 

Ultimate Reds 
2017 Kathryn Kennedy Small Lot Cabernet Sauvignon Santa Cruz Mountains – 44.98 

2018 Vina Cobos Felino Malbec, Mendoza, Argentina – 17.98 

*** 

Vintage Values 
2016 Lateral Red Wine – 38.98 

2017 Cantine Colosi Rosso Terre Siciliane, IGT – 10.98 

Refer to www.vintagewinemerchants.com/blog/news for your notes. 

  

http://www.vintagewinemerchants.com/blog/news
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2016 Nickel and Nickel Cabernet Sauvignon Branding Iron  
Oakville, California 
 
Nickel & Nickel winery, located in Oakville, Napa Valley, is dedicated exclusively to producing 100 
percent varietal, single-vineyard wines that best express the distinct personality of each vineyard.  
Established by the partners of Far Niente in 1997, Nickel & Nickel is focused on producing single vineyard 
Napa Valley Cabernet Sauvignon from the appellation’s most significant AVAs. A small collection of 
single-vineyard Chardonnay, Merlot and Syrah complements the portfolio. 
 
Named for the branding iron owned by the proprietor, the eight-and-a-half acre Branding Iron Vineyard 
lies in western Oakville, close to the base of the Mayacamas Mountains. The vineyard is comprised of 
well-drained clay loam and the vines are vertically trellised to maximize sunlight and open the canopy. 
The area’s warm climate and sun exposure in both the morning and afternoon are perfect for slowly 
ripening the fruit, which often benefits from a long hang time. 
 
The 2016 growing season proceeded as usual for Napa Valley with a nice spring that led to a warm 
summer. Budbreak was about five days later than last year and this trend continued throughout the 
season. Slightly cooler weather in May lengthened the bloom window but warm summer days in June 
and July helped the vines catch up to normal. The crop looked good with clusters that had a nice leaf 
coverage allowing for speckled light. August brought both cool and hot weather, so we kept a close eye 
on each block. 
 

*** 
 

100% Cabernet Sauvignon.  With its bright red fruit and floral aromas complemented by a bouquet of 
clove, anise and cardamom, the 2016 Branding Iron Vineyard Cabernet Sauvignon offers a beautiful 
balance of fresh fruit and spice. Upon entry, the wine is plush and elegant, offering hints of red berries 
and minerality, along with notes of warm toasted oak that add depth and length to the finish. 
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Rene Geoffroy Rose de Saignee Premier Cru Brut  
Champagne, France 
 

From ChampagneGuide.net 

These days, many of the grower-producers are selling all the Champagne they can make. Jean-Baptiste 
Geoffroy, who has 14 hectares in the Vallée de la Marne, is the fifth generation in his family to grow grapes 
in the region. While his family has always made a little wine, they began to emphasize Champagne 
production in the bad years after World War II, when they were unable to sell their grapes to the big 
houses. In the 1970’s Mr. Geoffroy’s father decided to keep all the grapes and turn them into Champagne. 
Walking through a hillside vineyard in Cumières overlooking the Marne, Mr. Geoffroy’s parcels were easy 
to distinguish from the others. The lush green grass growing between his rows of bare vines was evidence 
of his distaste for chemical pesticides and herbicides. “If you don’t have passion, you won’t make very 
good Champagne,” he said as he strolled the vineyard, waving at local hunters who also walked the rows, 
shotguns in hand, searching for rabbits and pheasants. 

While this prominent grower estate has recently moved to the village of Aÿ, the Geoffroy name is 
inextricably linked to that of Cumières, where the family has winegrowing roots that date back to the 
17th century. Today Jean-Baptiste Geoffroy and his father René farm 14 hectares of vines, 11 of which 
are in Cumières. A few parcels are located just across the border to the west in the adjacent village of 
Damery, while the rest is all meunier in the nearby village of Fleury-la-Rivière. 

Geoffroy’s vines average about 20 years of age, and the oldest are from 1926. Viticulture is described as 
lutte intégrée, or “integrated pest control”—it is heavily aimed at sustainability, eschewing all chemical 
weedkillers and employing methods such as the planting of cover crops, tilling of the soil and the 
encouraged habitation of predatory insects to combat vine pests. 

 

*** 

100% Pinot Noir.   Disgorged in June 2019, the latest release of Geoffroy's perennial superb NV Brut 
Premier Cru Rosé de Saignée is derived entirely, like its predecessor, from the 2014 vintage. On the nose, 
this release is similar to the 2018 disgorgement, but it's even more aromatically complex, with aromas 
of warm bread, linden and honeycomb complementing the signature scents of red berries, orange rind 
and spices. On the palate, the wine is deep, full-bodied and incisive, with ripe but racy acids, a 
concentrated core of fruit and a precise, elegantly chalky finish; indeed, this is a bit more controlled and 
less boisterous than last year's edition. While the difference isn't quite enough to merit an extra point, I 
do prefer this new release, and it comes warmly recommended. – Wine Advocate 
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Vigna Dorata Brut Franciacorta 
Lombardy, Italy 
 
 
Vigna Dorata is a winery that produces the Franciacorta wine.  Vigilio Rocco founded Vigna 
Dorata in 1989 and called that because the Chardonnay vineyard that you meet going up the 
road to get to the winery produces gold color grapes. The estate is made by 6 hectares divided 
in Chardonnay, Pinot Noir for Franciacorta and white wines and Merlot, Cabernet Sauvignon and 
Nebbiolo for the production of red. The type of wine which occupies more than 70% of the 
production is the Franciacorta in its types, satèn, Rosé, Brut and Extra Brut. Today Vigna Dorata 
manages 6 hectares of vineyard producing about 70,000 bottles. 
 
What is Franciacorta?  Franciacorta is a sparkling wine from the Province of Brescia 
(Lombardy) with DOCG status. It is produced using the traditional method from grapes grown 
within the boundaries of the territory of Franciacorta, on the hills located between the southern 
shore of Lake Iseo and the city of Brescia. It was awarded DOC status in 1967, the designation 
then also including red and white still wines.  Since 1995 the DOCG classification has applied 
exclusively to the sparkling wines of the area. 
 
With the creation of the DOCG Franciacorta, the former DOC was renamed Terre di Franciacorta 
for the still wines and then in 2008, Curtefranca.  The renaming was a legal requirement to avoid 
confusion between the DOC still wines and the DOCG sparkling wines. These are made in two 
types: a Burgundy-style Bianco based either on Chardonnay or Pinot Bianco or a blend of both, 
and a Bordeaux-style Rosso based on either Cabernet Franc or Cabernet Sauvignon or both, and 
Merlot, with smaller amounts of Nebbiolo and Barbera.  Pinot Noir is permitted only in the DOCG 
sparkling wines, with no option of a Burgundian-style still red wine under the DOC rules. 
 

*** 
 
Chardonnay and Pinot Noir.  Franciacorta Brut Vigna Dorata is pale yellow with a very fine and 
pleasant bubbles.  The bouquet is fruity and flowery with summer scents of peach and white 
flowers. The palete and mouthfeel are pleasant, agreeable and refreshing.   Nicely balanced with 
good freshness and mouthwatering acidity.   Excellent minerality and a nice finish.   
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2017 Kathryn Kennedy Small Lot Cabernet Sauvignon  
Santa Cruz Mountains, California 
 
In the man’s world of wine 40 years ago, it wasn’t easy to get into the wine business if you were a woman, 
and it was even harder to own a winery. However, Kathryn Kennedy proved that with hard work, 
knowledge and 8 acres of what turned out to be outstanding quality vineyards; you don’t have to wear 
the pants in the family to take home the bacon. 
 
Kathryn moved from Santa Cruz at the age of 15 to Santa Clara, and earned her degree at Stanford 
University, and from there with the first of four children, she moved to her Saratoga property in 1949 
where she later planted the estate vineyard that now holds her name. Planted solely to Cabernet 
Sauvignon, Kathryn heeded the advice she received to plant the king of grapes while attending viticulture 
courses at UC Davis and used clone #8 vines from nearby David Bruce for her vineyard. Working hard 
and getting advice from the local vineyard owners, Kathryn’s first vintages were sold off to Mt. Eden 
Vineyards in Saratoga, and finally in 1979 she was one of the first women in California wine history to 
own her own brand and label. 
 
Kathryn’s son Marty has been basically running the show since the early 1980’s he has always had a 
passion for the small estate and while his mother was still alive he was able to cross a major hurdle in 
any agricultural business; achieving the status of Certified Organic, by the CCOF (California Certified 
Organic Farmers) in 2007. It took ten years to transition out the old chemical based regime and to turn 
it into a sustainable and responsible way of growing grapes.  
 

*** 
 
100% Cabernet Sauvignon.  Marty’s knowledge of the Santa Cruz Mountains has allowed him to access 
grapes from superior small vineyards. These growers include residential homeowner whose grapes 
arrive at the crush pad in very small lots.   Very limited in production, this wine was vinified using the 
same small- scale techniques used for the estate wines.  In the hands of a seasoned Cabernet specialist 
like Marty Mathis, the results are extraordinary.  Aged in equal parts French and American oak barrels, 
it is styled as a sleek and supple, rich and luxurious mountain Cabernet that drinks well at a young age. 
With hints of cedar, dried blueberries, and sage, this is a serious and earthy Cabernet that will not let you 
down!   
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2016 Lateral Red Wine  
Napa Valley, California 
 
For Marty Mathis, veteran winemaker at Kathryn Kennedy Winery, Lateral has been a continual pursuit 
of quality.  Over twenty years ago, with the fine wines of St. Emillion Bordeaux as his inspiration, Mathis 
set out to create a balanced, luxurious blend from the finest grapes he could access.  This pursuit has 
never wavered, leading him finally to select Napa Valley sources, including top level vineyards such as 
Robert Sinskey, Yount Mill and Pat Garvey. 
 
Lateral is an artisan wine, handmade by Chris Condos (Vinum Cellars and Horse & Plow) in concert with 
owner Marty Mathis.  Condos is renowned for his expertise in high quality, small batch wines and his 
advocacy of Advanced Organics winemaking practices.  For over twenty-five years, he has skillfully 
crafted Lateral, bringing out the greatest possible synergy from these traditional varieties. 
 
Merlot and Cabernet Franc are the dominant grapes that make St. Emillion wine.  Merlot gives the wine 
lush textures, richness and concentration with flavors of plums, blackberry, licorice, chocolate and black 
cherry.  The Cabernet Franc adds aromatic qualities like flowers and spice as well as tannin and structure. 
 
After using California appellation for 22 years, the wine now has made the distinct commitment to finding 
the finest vineyard sources available.  That pursuit has lead to select exclusively Napa Valley grapes.   
LATERAL is made from top level Napa Valley. 
 

*** 
 
67% Merlot, 33% Cabernet Franc.  Dark garnet color.  Alluring and sensual impressions of sweet oak 
aromatics combine with cranberry, mocha and purple plums. Loamy earth and mineral notes are present. 
Refreshing plush entry leads to medium weight texture with fresh acid balance. This is a perfectly 
balanced daily drinker wine showing off crushed dark berry, bramblewood flavors and moderate 
tannins.  Very reminiscent of Bordeaux’s more feminine characteristics and keeping with its “right bank” 
inspirations. 
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2018 Vina Cobos Felino Malbec 
Mendoza, Argentina  
 
Viña Cobos makes wines that are authentic expressions of the terroir from which they come. Paul Hobbs, 
founding partner and winemaker at Viña Cobos, has worked since 1988 in the exploration of the different 
terroirs of Mendoza, looking for the most distinguished regions in Luján de Cuyo and the Valle de Uco, to 
produce wines that uniquely express their origins.  
 
The estates and vineyards of Vina Cobos are located in Luján de Cuyo and Valle de Uco which is situated 
in Mendoza, Argentina.   With the inaugural vintage of Cobos Malbec in 1999, Viña Cobos marked a 
milestone in viticulture, defying existing standards and firmly positioned Malbec and Argentina on the 
international wine scene. Since then, these prestigious wines have been recognized around the globe by 
critics and consumers alike.    The Felino wines are pure varietal expressions that serve as a vibrant 
introduction to Mendoza terroir. 
 
Regarded as an international visionary for his accomplishments in the vineyard and winery, Paul Hobbs 
combines his childhood roots on the family farm with an innovative scientific approach to refine the art 
of winemaking. He is recognized across the globe for breaking with tradition and forging new paths in 
the pursuit of excellence; both in stewardship of the land, and the crafting of wines that represent the 
purist concept of place.   Today, Paul is the owner and winemaker for Sebastopol, California based 
wineries, Paul Hobbs Winery and Crossbarn; Hillick & Hobbs in the Finger Lakes, New York; as well as 
his international partnerships, Viña Cobos (Mendoza, Argentina), Crocus (Cahors, France), Yacoubian-
Hobbs (Armenia) and Alvaredos-Hobbs (Galicia, Spain). 
 
 

*** 
 
100% Malbec. Bright and deep purple color. Aromas of black fruit reminiscent of fresh plum mixed with 
graphite notes. On the palate the wine is balanced and energetic, with sweet and round tannins and long 
finish. 
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2014 Gerard Bertrand Corbieres 
Languedoc-Roussillon, France 
 
Gérard Bertrand first joined in a wine harvest and discovered his passion for wine in 1975, in the 
vineyards of the Villemajou Estate in Corbières.  He went on to learn more about wine for 12 years 
alongside his father, Georges Bertrand.   Attaching great importance to values such as performance and 
excellence honed on the rugby pitch, Gérard Bertrand continued his quest to bring out the best in terroirs 
from his region and promote them worldwide. 
 
With that in mind, he decided to take on the running of the family's Villemajou Estate after his father died 
in an accident in 1987. Five years later, he created the Gérard Bertrand wine company to develop a range 
of products from the South of France.   
 
 
Corbières is an important appellation of the Languedoc-Roussillon region of southern France. It is one of 
the better-known and most productive Languedoc titles. Corbières vineyards turn out large quantities of 
red and rosé wines, along with a growing number of whites. 
 
Reds are the appellation's forte; they are famously rich, herb-scented wines, made from Grenache, Syrah, 
Mourvèdre, Lledoner Pelut and Carignan. Rosé Corbières wines are also well-respected, produced from 
the same red varieties, combined with Grenache Gris and Picpoul. 
 
The Corbières appellation covers a large, roughly square area, 37 miles wide, to the south and west of 
Narbonne. It ranges from the Pyrenean foothills in the south and west, to the lower-lying areas of the 
coastal plain near Narbonne. There is a great variety of terrain and climate. 
 

*** 
 
The Corbieres is a deep, concentrated color. The complex aromas of black fruit come from the carefully 
controlled extraction during vinification and from the exceptional ripeness of the grapes. A wine of 
distinctive character with all the flavors of ripe fruit, with subtle hints of spices and licorice. 
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2017 Cantine Colosi Rosso Terre Siciliane IGT 
Sicily, Italy 
 
 
Since 1987 Cantine Colosi has been producing native Sicilian wines. Consisting of 24 acres of vineyards 
in Salina, a small island in the Eolian Archipelago, Colosi occupies an area of the island recognized for 
both its orientation and for the physical-chemical nature of the soil whose volcanic origins are 
particularly suitable for vine cultivation. The new winemaking cellar, surrounded by the Malvasia 
vineyards, was completed in 2004. The winery is located underground in order to have a constant 
temperature for the optimum care of the wine and to respect the strict preservation rules of the Eolian 
archipelago. With three generations of experience, Colosi is led by enologist Pietro Colosi in collaboration 
with his father Piero. 
 
Terre Siciliane is the region-wide IGT title for Sicily. It was created in November 2011, to take the place 
of Sicilia IGT and sits underneath the recently-created Sicilia DOC. The name Terre Siciliane translates 
literally as "Sicilian lands".  Just like its predecessor, it covers the entire Sicilia region. This comprises the 
main island of Sicily and each of its satellite islands, including the Aeolian Islands (which also have their 
own Salina IGT title) and Pantelleria. 
 
In keeping with the stylistic freedom of the IGT category, Terre Siciliane IGT wines can be made in 
virtually any style: red, white or rosé, still or sparkling, dry or sweet.  Naturally, given Sicily's strong focus 
on its traditional grape varieties, the likes of Catarratto, Inzolia, and Nerello Mascalese feature in wines 
produced under the title. 
 

*** 
 
 
70% Syrah, 30% Nerello Mascalese.  This everyday red opens with earthy aromas of scorched earth, dark 
black fruit and cooking spice.  The palate offers ripe dark berry and vanilla alongside smooth tannins 
with a fine finish.   Pizza and burgers all day long. 
 


