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Grand Cru  

2014 Miura Pinot Noir Pisoni Vineyard Santa Lucia Highlands – 69.98 

2014 Laird Cabernet Sauvignon Napa Valley – 49.98 

*** 

Sparkle 
Pol Roger Brut Champagne – 49.98 

Une Femme The Callie Sparkling Rose – 29.98 

 

*** 

Ultimate Reds 
2014 Laird Cabernet Sauvignon Napa Valley – 49.98 

2017 Ogier Cotes du Rhone Artesis – 17.98 

*** 

Vintage Values 
2017 Duckhorn Chardonnay Napa Valley – 29.98 

2014 Gerard Bertrand Corbieres – 16.98 

Refer to www.vintagewinemerchants.com/blog/news for your notes. 

  

http://www.vintagewinemerchants.com/blog/news
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2014 Miura Pinot Noir Pisoni Vineyard 
Santa Lucia Highlands, California 
 
Born in the United States and raised in Spain and England, Kemiji is a graduate of the University 
of California at Davis. In addition to his Economics and Spanish Literature degrees, he studied 
Viticulture and Oenology, expanding his interest in wine and eventually leading to the formation 
of Miura Vineyards in 1995.   
 
In 1989 Kemiji became the thirteenth American to pass the Master Sommelier exam in London, 
England and one of only nine to date to pass on his first attempt.  In the same year, he received 
the “Sommelier of the Year” award by the California Restaurant Writers Association. Kemiji was 
also chosen “Wine Director of the Year” in the Critics Choice Awards, and was honored in the 
August 1999 issue of San Francisco Magazine.   
 
In 2006, Kemiji received the Wine Industry Achievement Award from the Anti-Defamation 
League for exemplary commitment to community and charity. He has also been a regular wine 
judge at the Los Angeles County Fair and the San Francisco International Wine Competition.  
Emmanuel later hired his college friend Byron Kosuge, winemaker at Saintsbury, as his 
winemaking consultant.  Being that these wines are made in very small quantities they can be 
quite hard to find. 
 
The Pisoni Vineyard is a site founded and first planted by Gary Pisoni in 1982. His sons have 
since taken over the family business with Mark as vineyard manager and Jeff the winemaker.  
Although an official Grand Cru designation is not applicable in California, Pisoni Vineyard is 
often considered to be one of California’s Grand Crus.   
 
Located at high elevation in the Santa Lucia Highlands at 1300 feet, it consists of 35 acres of 
small vineyard blocks along the ridge and mountainous landscape of the Santa Lucia Mountain 
Range. The soil is clay laced with decomposed granite and bears a southeastern exposure.  
 

*** 
 
The 2014 Miura Pisoni Vineyard Pinot Noir bursts with its alluring bouquet of ripe red fruit, 
underlying oak, savory forest floor and spring floral notes.  The palette is warm and generous 
with dark ripe raspberry and blackcurrant notes with mild earthiness.  Rich and plush and 
satisfying.   
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2014 Laird Cabernet Sauvignon  
Napa Valley, California 
 

The Lairds are a farming family in Napa Valley—Ken and Gail Laird established the winery in 1999 after 
30 years of growing grapes for other wineries. The winery is in the heart of the Oak Knoll district on the 
west side of St. Helena Highway, near the Oak Knoll crossroad.   Ken’s children, Justin and Rebecca, are 
integral to the family business. Justin manages the vineyards, which now have grown into the largest 
vineyard holdings in Napa Valley.  Rebecca is the General Manager of the Winery—in addition to the 
small amount of Laird wines; the winery also produces wine for numerous fine boutique brands in Laird’s 
custom crush operation.   

 

Winemaker Brian Mox and Assistant Winemaker Eric Heikell work closely with Vineyard Manager Justin 
Laird to hand-select lots from the estate vineyards.  Brian and Eric work together to craft wines that draw 
attention to detail and a sense of place.  The Laird wines are meant to be savored slowly so their inherent 
intricacies may be appreciated and recognized.   Rather than overwhelming with fruit immensity, these 
are wines of elegance and polish, reflective of their origins.  Laird wines have intensity, balance, and 
weight—and they age well. 

 

 

*** 

100% Cabernet Sauvignon.  Opaque ruby color with a tinge of purple introduces developing aromas of 
blackberry jam, cranberry, and acacia flower. This medium-bodied red wine expresses flavors of ripe 
black plum, walnut, and cassis on the front of the palate, and is complemented by chewy tannins and juicy 
cherry on the finish. 
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Pol Roger Brut Champagne 
Champagne, France 
 
The wines of Pol Roger have a long and interesting thread throughout history. Started while only 
18 years old, Pol had the misfortune of having a terminally ill father who was no longer able to 
support the family. Pol resorted to selling wine and the family moved to Epernay where he 
started a champagne house. Slowly the wines became well known and for the next 50 years he 
worked tirelessly promoting the brand until his death in 1899. His sons, Maurice and Georges,  
were ready to take over, and again the family faced adversity when their cellars collapsed taking 
out their entire production. The local trades helped them recoup, and they were able to get the 
winery started again and successfully lobbied to change the name to Pol Roger in honor of their 
father.  
 
It was Maurice’s son who eventually found his way to Winston Churchill, who singlehandedly 
brought the house the most press it could ever ask for. Churchill loved the wines of Pol Roger, 
and spoke of them fondly after the Second World War. After Winston died, the champagne house 
put a black border around the label in honor of his death. Since then the Rogers have managed 
to stay catastrophe free and they continue to make world-class wines. 
 
Pol Roger also spends two to three times the allowable minimum in the cellar before 
disgorgement, or about three years for the non-vintage and up to seven for the luxury cuvees. 
The extra time in the cool environment all lead to a finer, more delicate wine known to have 
more character and body along with complex aromas. 
 

*** 
The non-vintage ‘white foil’ blend is usually composed from about 30 to 35 still base wines, all 
from different vineyard sites, grape varieties, and vintage years. Mostly in contains wines from 
at least two vintages, if not three or even four. The NV is never released until the youngest wines 
of the blend have reached at least three years in age, which give the wines more character and 
body.   Pale gold in color, with a very fine bead of bubbles, the nose is flowery, delicate toast 
aromas, and fruit embrace the savory apple and pear notes. Complex and creamy, the wine is 
beautifully balanced with a dry harmonious finish.  Cepage is equal proportions of Chardonnay, 
Pinot Noir and Pinot Meunier.   One-third, one-third, one-third. 
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Une Femme The Callie Sparkling Rose 
California 
 
Une Femme is a project started by Jen and Zach Pelka in 2019. They had a vision to create a 
sparkling wine label made by women, celebrating women, and benefitting women.   A portion of 
the proceeds of each Une Femme bottle sold go to Dress For Success.    
 
Each of the Une Femme wines are made in partnership with women in the wine world. Une 
Femme’s first two wines are “The Juliette,” a grower-producer Champagne made from hand-
harvested, organically grown chardonnay and pinot noir grapes from premier cru and grand cru 
vineyards in Le Mesnil, Ambonnay & Bisseuil from Gonet-Médeville, and “The Callie,” a sparkling 
rosé from Napa winemaker Samantha Sheehan at POE Wines. 
  
One of the most important things for the Une Femme team is giving back to the community. They 
have partnered with Dress for Success because of their mission "to empower women to achieve 
economic independence by providing a network of support, professional attire and the 
development tools to help women thrive in work and in life." Any purchase of Une Femme 
directly helps impact lives and economic mobility of women globally.  
  
 
Samantha Sheehan founded POE in 2009 after being inspired by the wines she tasted in 
Burgundy and Champagne.  Her goal is not to replicate Burgundy, but rather to create vineyard-
specific, age-worthy wines revealing the beautiful terroir of California. She uses minimal 
intervention, minimal sulfur, and never any additives. At POE, Samantha produces traditional 
Champagne method sparkling wines, rosé, Chardonnay, Pinot Noir, and a nouveau from Pinot 
Noir.  Each wine is made in very limited quantities, and sold directly from the winery to top 
restaurants around the country. 
 

*** 

 

42% Pinot Noir, 39% Mourvedre, 19% Chardonnay. Stainless steel fermentation. No malolactic 
fermentation.   She uses minimal intervention, minimal sulfur, and never any additives.    Ripe juicy notes 
of ripe strawberry and rose petal on the nose, and firm red and blackberry fruit notes.  Perfect for the 
summer.  Perfect for everyday. 
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2017 Duckhorn Chardonnay  
Napa Valley, California 

Co-founded by Dan and Margaret Duckhorn in 1976, Duckhorn Vineyards has spent over forty years 
establishing itself as one of North America’s premier producers of Napa Valley wines. From its modest 
inaugural vintage of 800 cases of Cabernet Sauvignon and 800 cases of Merlot in 1978, to its addition of 
Sauvignon Blanc in 1982, Duckhorn Vineyards has crafted a tradition of quality and excellence that 
continues today. 

Fundamental to their tradition was the early decision to focus on the production of Merlot. Dan Duckhorn 
felt that this elegant varietal was under appreciated in North America.  "I liked the softness, the 
seductiveness, the color, the fact that it went with a lot of different foods; It seemed to me to be a 
wonderful wine to just enjoy. I became enchanted with Merlot." 

The company produces several single-vineyard Merlots and Cabernet Sauvignons, as well as a Sauvignon 
blanc. In 2005, the San Francisco Chronicle proclaimed Dan Duckhorn its "Winemaker of the Year" and 
named four of his wines to its list of "Top 100 Wines of 2005." In addition to Duckhorn, Duckhorn Wine 
Company also operates Goldeneye, a maker of Pinot noir in Anderson Valley, and Paraduxx, a blend of 
Zinfandel and Cabernet Sauvignon made at a winery on the Silverado Trail between Yountville and 
Oakville, California. The company also produces second wines under the names Decoy (made from fruit 
not included in Duckhorn),  Migration (made with grapes from the Anderson Valley properties) and 
Canvasback from Washington. 

*** 

The fantastic 2017 growing season yielded an intense and complex expression of Napa Valley 
Chardonnay, with alluring aromas of nectarine, yellow plum, pineapple upside-down cake and sweet 
spices. On the palate, zesty acidity and an underlying silkiness add depth and nuance, with French oak-
inspired hints of vanilla, sweet dough and clove framing the generous fruit. 
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2017 Ogier Cotes du Rhone Artesis 
Rhone, France 

Few Rhône Valley producers can compare to the history and pedigree of Ogier. The family name dates to 
800 A.D. when “Ogier the Dane” came to fight with Charlemagne’s soldiers in the Basque country, and on 
his way back home, settled in southeastern France’s Massif Central region.  Antoine Ogier, a distant 
descendant of Ogier the Dane, entered the wine business in 1859, purchasing a cooperage and 
establishing “OGIER” as a wine producer in the nearby Rhône Valley. 

After more than 160 years, Ogier has grown to become one of the leading producers in the Rhône Valley. 
Most of its land holdings are in the Southern Rhône area producing wines from Châteauneuf-du-Pape, 
Gigondas, Vacqueyras and Lirac.  The Estate also makes small but exceptional bottlings from parcels 
within the most notable appellations of the Northern Rhône - Crozes-Hermitage and Côte Rôtie.  Ogier’s 
wines are an ode to finesse, elegance and freshness. 

The region’s distinctive soils of large rounded pebbles and stones are evident throughout the Ogier 
vineyards.  Located in the center of the village in Châteauneuf-du-Pape, the centuries-old winery is home 
to over 8,000 hectoliters of vats, barrels, demi-muids, casks and truncated vats, a tribute to its original 
craftsmanship as barrel maker. 

*** 

 
60% Grenache, 35% Syrah, 5% Mourvèdre.   The nose is very expressive and opens itself on licorice, 
violet and crushed red fruits of strawberry and raspberry followed by spicy notes of pepper and juniper. 
Discreet woody notes brings a beautiful complexity.  The mouth is dominated by the suavity of the 
Grenache that expresses on ripe fruit, figs and plums. The Syrah gives some vivacity and greediness to 
this great Côtes du Rhône showing silky tannins. 
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2014 Gerard Bertrand Corbieres 
Languedoc-Roussillon, France 
 
Gérard Bertrand first joined in a wine harvest and discovered his passion for wine in 1975, in the 
vineyards of the Villemajou Estate in Corbières.  He went on to learn more about wine for 12 years 
alongside his father, Georges Bertrand.   Attaching great importance to values such as performance and 
excellence honed on the rugby pitch, Gérard Bertrand continued his quest to bring out the best in terroirs 
from his region and promote them worldwide. 
 
With that in mind, he decided to take on the running of the family's Villemajou Estate after his father died 
in an accident in 1987. Five years later, he created the Gérard Bertrand wine company to develop a range 
of products from the South of France.   
 
 
Corbières is an important appellation of the Languedoc-Roussillon region of southern France. It is one of 
the better-known and most productive Languedoc titles. Corbières vineyards turn out large quantities of 
red and rosé wines, along with a growing number of whites. 
 
Reds are the appellation's forte; they are famously rich, herb-scented wines, made from Grenache, Syrah, 
Mourvèdre, Lledoner Pelut and Carignan. Rosé Corbières wines are also well-respected, produced from 
the same red varieties, combined with Grenache Gris and Picpoul. 
 
The Corbières appellation covers a large, roughly square area, 37 miles wide, to the south and west of 
Narbonne. It ranges from the Pyrenean foothills in the south and west, to the lower-lying areas of the 
coastal plain near Narbonne. There is a great variety of terrain and climate. 
 

*** 
 
The Corbieres is a deep, concentrated color. The complex aromas of black fruit come from the carefully 
controlled extraction during vinification and from the exceptional ripeness of the grapes. A wine of 
distinctive character with all the flavors of ripe fruit, with subtle hints of spices and licorice. 


