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Grand Cru  

2013 Mira Cabernet Sauvignon Stag's Leap District, Napa Valley – 89.98 

2016 Nickel and Nickel Chardonnay Stiling Vineyard – 47.98 

*** 

Sparkle 
NV Charles Heidsieck Brut Rose Champagne Reserve – 64.98 

Bouvet Brut Signature – 13.98 

 

*** 

Ultimate Reds 
2016 Paraduxx Proprietary Red Wine – 39.98 

2017 Mollyberry Zinfandel Old Vines – 19.98 

*** 

Vintage Values 
2017 Mollyberry Zinfandel Old Vines – 19.98 

2016 Domaine du Deffends Champ du Sesterce Blanc IGP Var Sainte Baume – 21.98 
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2013 Mira Cabernet Sauvignon Stag's Leap District 
Napa Valley, California 
 

In 2009 entrepreneur Jim “Bear” Dyke and winemaker Gustavo A. Gonzalez launched Mira Winery and 
began to acquire some of the best blocks from leading vineyards exclusively from the Napa Valley.  They 
were determined to build a broad portfolio of single vineyard 100% varietal wines with production 
limited to the grapes from each block. Wines that were interesting, balanced and a true reflection of their 
place, varietal, and season. 

Mira has small blocks of Syrah, Chardonnay, Pinot Noir, Merlot, and Cabernet Franc at Hyde Vineyard in 
the Carneros AVA of the Napa Valley and produces a vineyard designated wine from each block.  Mira 
also has two small Cabernet Sauvignon blocks at Schweizer Vineyard, one of the oldest continuously 
planted vineyards in the Stags Leap AVA of the Napa Valley. 

For over 20 years Mira winemaker and cofounder Gustavo A Gonzalez has been practicing his craft in the 
Napa Valley and around the world to critical acclaim. Gustavo has worked in California, Italy, France, 
Argentina and Brazil, establishing vineyards and producing wines in areas that never have before. His 
local knowledge and global perspective bring a highly experienced and creatively expansive approach to 
Mira’s vineyard practices and wine making techniques.    Gustavo has a long and decorated history of 
making exceptional wines both at Robert Mondavi Winery and around the world. He was responsible for 
the 2001 Tenuta dell’Ornellaia “Masseto” Toscana which received 100 points from Wine Spector. 

The Mira process begins before the vineyard. Napa Valley is renowned for its diversity of soil and micro-
climate which means different grapes grow better in different locations. Therefore in order to produce a 
exceptional broad portfolio of wine they have identified the best blocks from vineyards around the valley. 
The Mira blocks from these different vineyards provide the best grapes for the type of wine they strive 
to make whether its a Cabernet Sauvignon from the Stags Leap AVA or a Pinot Noir from the Carneros 
AVA year after year. 

*** 

Spice filled aromas that include cinnamon, violets and French vanilla dazzle the nose as flavors of sweet 
cacao, fresh grapes and anise tantalize the palate. Plums, coffee bean and velvety tannins accompany the 
long, persistent and bright finish. This stately wine shows its elegance in its youth and complexity as it 
ages for 25+ years.   
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2016 Nickel and Nickel Chardonnay Stiling Vineyard 
Russian River Valley, California 
 
Nickel & Nickel winery, located in Oakville, Napa Valley, is dedicated exclusively to producing 
100 percent varietal, single-vineyard wines that best express the distinct personality of each 
vineyard.  Established by the partners of Far Niente in 1997, Nickel & Nickel is focused on 
producing single vineyard Napa Valley Cabernet Sauvignon from the appellation’s most 
significant AVAs. A small collection of single-vineyard Chardonnay, Merlot and Syrah 
complements the portfolio. 
 
Stiling Vineyard, located in the Russian River Valley, was planted by the Stiling family in 1988. 
The vineyard is composed of the famous Goldridge sandy loam soils which produce vines of 
moderate vigor. We source our fruit from two different blocks and two different clones – the See 
clone and the Rued clone. These clones each offer a unique flavor to the Stiling wine. The coastal 
influence produces daytime temperatures that allow the grapes to slowly develop full ripeness 
while retaining perfect balance. Nickel & Nickel produces Chardonnay from 10.5-acres within 
the 35- acre vineyard. 
 
The 2016 season for this cooler area of the Russian River Valley began with budbreak in mid-
March and bloom in mid-May. Canopies were very healthy and the crop set beautifully. A foggy 
June marine layer kept the vineyard cool and fog-covered until late morning, so we stripped the 
leaves around the fruiting zone, giving the fruit ample sun exposure. Veraison came late in July, 
and the beautiful muscat and floral characteristics developed slowly. We waited patiently, 
allowing the warm afternoons to boost flavors and development. The two blocks were harvested 
nine days apart in order to fully capture the ripeness in each block. 
 
 

*** 
 
The 2016 Stiling Chardonnay opens with intoxicating floral aromas of muscat and honeysuckle. 
Layers of Meyer lemon, honeysuckle and citrus flavors glide across the palate. Supported by 
subtle oak and a natural acidity that adds vibrance and length, this wine is both refreshing and 
expansive, with elegant notes of muscat lingering on the finish.  
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2016 Paraduxx Proprietary Red Wine 
Napa Valley, California 
 
Since being founded in 1994, Paraduxx has earned acclaim as the only winery solely devoted to stylish 
Napa Valley blends. Artfully crafted to appeal to the modern palate, the visionary blends of the Paraduxx 
portfolio have established a reputation for their bold, expressive character and their food-friendly 
sophistication. Every great tradition begins as an innovation. Duckhorn Wine Company originally created 
Paraduxx to allow its winemakers the freedom to explore other styles without detracting from Duckhorn 
Vineyards' focus on Bordeaux varietals. In 1994, Paraduxx sourced 4 tons of Zinfandel from the 100-
year-old vines of Napa's Korte Vineyard. This Zinfandel was blended with Duckhorn Vineyards' own 
estate Cabernet Sauvignon, along with smaller amounts of Merlot and Petite Sirah to create the first 
Paraduxx vintage. 
 
Paraduxx is founded by Dan and Margaret Duckhorn as the only Napa Valley winery devoted exclusively 
to making Napa Valley blends. Though taking inspiration from the great red blends of the world, 
Paraduxx is also committed to making wines that reflect the character and charm of Napa Valley. The 
debut vintage offers a unique blend of Cabernet Sauvignon, Zinfandel, Merlot and Petite Sirah. Artfully 
crafted by founding winemaker Tony Biagi, Paraduxx’s wines are made to appeal to the modern palate. 
The visionary blends of the Paraduxx quickly establish a reputation for their bold, expressive character 
and their food-friendly sophistication. 
 
2016 was an incredibly successful harvest for Paraduxx. Starting on August 15th with our Rector Creek 
Estate Viognier and ending on October 20th with perfectly ripened Rutherford Cabernet Sauvignon, the 
season was seamless. Overall, Paraduxx harvested 15 different grape varieties from 14 different Napa 
Valley appellations. The growing season was filled with warm sunny days, intermittent cool weeks, and 
no rain events to speak of—all of which were ideal for achieving perfect ripeness with good natural 
acidity. Overall, there is a lovely elegance to the 2016 wines, with soft, velvety tannins and ripe, 
impeccably balanced berry flavors. 
 
 

*** 
  
54% Cabernet Sauvignon, 20% Zinfandel, 19% Petit Verdot, 7% Merlot.   This wine begins with alluring 
aromas of black currant and blueberry, as well as a subtle underlying note of rich milk chocolate. On the 
palate, luxurious layers of berry jam, sandalwood and leather mingle with hints of toasted coconut, all 
supported by a silky texture that carries the wine to a long, supple finish. 
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2017 Mollyberry Zinfandel Old Vines 
Lodi, California 
 
This is a project that started several years ago and we’re pleased to present our NINTH vintage of 
Mollyberry Old Vine Zinfandel.   Named after our resident mascot daughter of a VWM alumni, the spirit 
of Mollyberry lives on and evokes a fun, playful everyday spirit.   We attempt to achieve sweetness of 
fruit and robust flavor to make Mollyberry approachable and carefree.   
 
Zinfandel (also known as Primitivo) is a variety of black-skinned wine grape. The variety is planted in 
over 10 percent of California vineyards. DNA fingerprinting revealed that it is genetically equivalent to 
the Croatian grapes Crljenak Kaštelanski and Tribidrag, as well as to the Primitivo variety traditionally 
grown in Puglia (the "heel" of Italy), where it was introduced in the 18th century.  The grape found its 
way to the United States in the mid-19th century, and became known by variations of the name 
"Zinfandel", a name of uncertain origin.  
 
Just as we enjoy watching Molly grow up, the evolution of the Mollyberry Zinfandel has been nothing 
short of amazing.   Our first vintage of Mollyberry was a scant 50 case project.   Today, after eight vintages, 
we’re humming along over 250 cases.   Even more exciting, this wine has become so popular that we’re 
exhausting our entire production in less than a year.   If you recall, we released 2016 Mollyberry in July 
2018.   Less than nine months later we have completely exhausted the entire 2016 vintage.  Moreover, 
the wine has attracted such a local following that you can now find Mollyberry at a few select restaurants 
throughout the valley.    
 

*** 
 
The Mollyberry is dense ruby/purple colored is a perfumed, medium bodied old vine Zinfandel 
possessing excellent earthy aromas intermingled with cheerful notions of cherries, raspberries, and 
plums. Soft, luscious and alluring with enough acidity to provide definition.   It’s versatile, delicious and 
goes great with bbq chicken.   
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2016 Domaine du Deffends Champ du Sesterce Blanc IGP Var Sainte Baume 
Sainte Baume, France 
 
The Domaine du Deffends is situated in the foothills of Monts Auréliens running along the ancient Roman 
road of the same name (approximately 50km east of Aix-en-Provence).  The soil is chalky, arid and 
porous.   Thanks to its gentle incline and privileged south-eastern orientation, the du Deffends vineyard 
has never suffered the effects of frost. Production is kept deliberately low by aggressive pruning and, if 
necessary, early harvesting of the grapes. 
 
Var is an IGP title for red, white and rosé wines from the administrative department of the same name 
on the southern coast of France. The department is most famously home to the Bandol and Cotes de 
Provence AOCs, making full-bodied red wines and light, fresh roses respectively. Wines that do not meet 
the requirements set out by these AOC-level appellations have the option of using the Var IGP 
denomination instead. 
 
Vin de Pays (VDP), the French national equivalent of the Europe-wide IGP (Indication Géographique 
Protégée), is a quality category of French wine, positioned between Vin de Table (VDT) and Appellation 
d'Origine Contrôlée (AOC).  
 
 
The department is covered with low coastal mountain ranges such as the Massif des Maures and the 
Massif de la Sainte-Baume, and viticulture is found sporadically throughout. Var has a classic 
Mediterranean climate with hot, dry summers and mild winters with low rainfall. However, vineyards do 
best on sites where there is a cooling influence from the Mistral wind from the northwest.  
 
In keeping with the Provencal character of the region, the Var IGP is dominated by rosé wines, largely 
made from Mediterranean grape varieties like Grenache, Carignan and Cinsaut. Red wines are also made 
from these grape varieties, and the tiny amount of white wine that is made using the IGP is predominantly 
Vermentino, or Rolle, as it is known locally. 
 

 
*** 

 
The Champ du Sesterce is a playful blend that combines the delicate finesse of Rolle with the aromatic 
powers of Viognier.  It is not a common blend, but the resulting wine proves the concept of the sum being 
greater than the parts and this wine shines with a bright vibrancy of carefree Mediterranean living and 
it’s fruitful intensity make it a easy and versatile pair with many different foods.    
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Charles Heidsieck Brut Rose Reserve  
Champagne, France 
 
 
In 1851, young Charles Heidsieck founded his own Champagne house in Reims.  He understood 
that the United States was an important emerging market, so he traversed America repeatedly 
north to south promoting his new brand.  The stylish entrepreneur became known lovingly as 
"Champagne Charlie." 
 
Charles-Camille was the son of Charles-Henri Heidsieck, a Champagne merchant who was 
famous for riding into Moscow on a white stallion in 1811 just ahead of Napolean's advancing 
army. Heidsieck arrived with cases of his Champagne and his order book, ready to celebrate with 
whichever side would win the upcoming battle. 
 
Charles-Henri was the nephew of Florens-Louis Heidsieck, co-founder of the Champagne house 
that eventually became Piper-Heidsieck.  1852, he leaves for the United States because he sees 
an opportunity to go where nobody has been before. He is the very first champagne merchant 
to make the journey...Champagne Charlie is born.   
 
Charles Heidsieck Champagne is distinguished by the high proportion of reserve wines in the 
Brut Réserve.  40% of the blend is comprised of reserve wines averaging 10 years old, giving the 
wine uncommon depth and complexity.    Only 60 crus from Champagne are blended to create 
Charles Heidsieck Champagnes, but the three stylistic pillars that give the Brut Réserve its 
distinct character are Grand Cru Chardonnay from Oger in the Cote des Blancs, Grand Cru Pinot 
Noir from Ambonnay in the Montagne de Reims, and the distinct Pinot Meunier from Verneuil 
in the Vallée de Marne.  
 

*** 
 
“The Charles Heidsieck “Rosé Réserve” non-vintage Brut is composed of the same blend of one-third each 
of chardonnay, pinot noir and pinot meunier, but with six percent of the pinot noir being still red wine 
from the fine village of Riceys in the Aube. The current release is from the base year of 2008 and was 
disgorged in 2015, after six years aging sur latte and finished with a dosage of eleven grams per liter. The 
wine delivers lovely aromatic complexity in its constellation of wild strawberries, tangerine, brioche, 
chalky soil tones, fresh almond and a touch of dried rose petals in the upper register. On the palate the 
wine is bright, full-bodied, focused and still quite youthfully racy, with a lovely core of fruit, superb 
mineral drive, elegant mousse and outstanding balance and grip on the long and racy finish. This seems 
far drier than its eleven grams of dosage might suggest, as this bottling has a superb chassis of 2008’s 
racy acidity. It is already very tasty, but it will age superbly well and I would bury it in the cellar for five 
or six years and really let it relax a bit structurally and start to sing unashamedly!”  - John Gilman  
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Bouvet Signature Brut 
Loire Valley, France 
 

Bouvet-Ladubay sources its fruit from more than 100 plots in the Loire Valley, obtaining the best 

quality at every harvest through its long-standing relationships with winegrowers. The 

limestone subsoil is ideal for the cultivation of Chenin Blanc, and the mild climate coupled with 

the excellent drainage of the clay creates the natural acidity needed to produce a balanced 

sparkling white wine. The grapes are pressed in the vineyards and the juice is delivered directly 

to the cellars. Fermentation takes place in stainless steel, then the finest wines from each lot are 

blended and the cuvée is bottled for the second fermentation, following the traditional method. 

*** 

90% Chenin Blanc, 10% Chardonnay.  Pale straw in color with fine, pinpoint bubbles, the wine 

offers toast and fruit on the nose along with crisp citrus notes. Well-balanced acidity culminates 

in an elegant, persistent finish. 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 


