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Grand Cru  

2015 Denner Vineyards Red Wine Ditch Digger Paso Robles – $74.98 

2016 Domaine Eden Cabernet Sauvignon Santa Cruz Mountains – $44.98 

*** 

Sparkle 
Clos Cazals Champagne Extra Brut Blanc de Blancs Cuvee Vive Grand Cru – $59.98 

Roederer Estate Brut Sparkling Wine Anderson Valley – $24.98 

 

*** 

Ultimate Reds 
2015 Laird Red Wine Jillian's Blend – $43.98 

2018 Marenco Barbera d'Asti Bassina DOCG – $17.98 

*** 

Vintage Values 
2019 Bedrock Wine Company Zinfandel Old Vine – $23.98 

2019 Flaco Tempranillo, Vinos de Madrid – $7.98 

 

Refer to www.vintagewinemerchants.com/blog/news for your notes. 

  

http://www.vintagewinemerchants.com/blog/news
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2015 Denner Vineyards Red Wine Ditch Digger  
Paso Robles, California 
 
The project started in 1997 with Ron Denner complimenting his life journey as a former Army 
captain, Phi Beta Kappa honors and a successful heavy equipment dealer.   Land was acquired 
in the late 90’s and, planted in 1999, Denner Vineyards became an award winning winegrowing 
estate on the far western border of the Paso Robles AVA.  With over 150 acres pressed up against 
the Santa Lucia mountain range, there is great site diversity in elevation, aspect and soil.   The 
estate is nestled into the Templeton Gap, an East/West corridor where the marine layer can 
reach the inland valleys.  This allows for large diurnal temperature swings without high 
moisture pressure which results in ideal growing conditions.  The Denner Winery was 
completed in 2005 with related hospitality facilities that blend with the local rolling hills and 
California coast.   

Paso Robles is a large winegrowing area at the southern end of California's Central Coast region. 
At 666,500 acres, the Paso Robles AVA is among California's very largest and it effectively covers 
the entire northern half of San Luis Obispo County.   Paso Robles wines are typified by rich, ripe 
reds based on warm-climate varieties such as Zinfandel, Cabernet Sauvignon, Merlot and the 
Rhone Valley trio Grenache, Syrah and Mourvedre. 

The Denner Vineyards wines are genuine expressions of the vintage and vineyard that they were 
grown in, but also of the people that make them.   The uniqueness of our soil and the powerful 
temperature swings in the local weather aides to express the time and place in which they were 
grown.   Winemaking decisions are made to create wines with character — that make them true 
to this vineyard, their vintage, and to the Denner spirit.   Ultimately, the wines speak for 
themselves and are delicious, complex and enjoyable.   

*** 

95 Wine Spectator - A bruiser, but with a sense of polish and focus. Blackberry, crushed rock and 
smoked meat aromas combine with deeply complex blueberry, licorice and pepper flavors that 
build toward big but ripe tannins. Syrah, Roussanne and Viognier.   
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2016 Domaine Eden Cabernet Sauvignon  
Santa Cruz Mountains, California 
 
Mount Eden’s estate vineyards began to be developed in 1945 by the legendary vintner Martin Ray on a 
rugged mountaintop in the Santa Cruz Mountains. Today, the site consists of 40 acres of low-yielding 
Chardonnay, Pinot Noir, Cabernet Sauvignon, Merlot and Cabernet Franc vines. The Chardonnay and 
Pinot Noir were propagated from selections brought to California by French winemaker Paul Masson, 
while the Cabernet Sauvignon came from Emmett Rixford’s historic La Questa Vineyard in Woodside, 
California.  Mount Eden is considered to have the longest lineage of Chardonnay and Pinot Noir in North 
America. 

Domaine Eden is a nearby mountaintop wine estate purchased in 2007. Modeled after Mount Eden, it 
was founded and built by the late Tom Mudd in 1983, who initially planted the Mount Eden clonal 
selections of Chardonnay and Cabernet Sauvignon, which evolved to include Pinot Noir from various 
Dijon and California selections. This is the former home of Cinnabar Winery. 

This property inspired a new wine brand, Domaine Eden, which focuses on Pinot Noir and Chardonnay 
from this special site and Bordeaux varieties from Mount Eden’s larger home, the Santa Cruz Mountains. 

The Domaine Eden Cabernet program is a combination of Bordeaux varieties, mainly Cabernet Sauvignon 
from Mount Eden, Domaine Eden and three exquisite sites in Saratoga and Los Gatos. It is a true Bordeaux 
blend encompassing the top five Bordeaux grapes varieties: Cabernet Sauvignon, Cabernet Franc and 
Merlot with small additions of Petit Verdot and Malbec. The Mount Eden parameters of low yields, 
maximum maturity and cool climate viticulture are used to achieve balanced ripeness. 

While the Estate is a singular voice, the Domaine is a chorus. Complex, given the five varieties in the 
cepage, this Cabernet has aromas of briary currant, sage, mint and sweet oak. Less tannins and acidity on 
the palate than is evident in the Estate, there is an earlier window of enjoyable drinking.   

*** 

92 Wine Advocate - 75% Cabernet Sauvignon, 15% Merlot, 5% Cabernet Franc, 4% Petit Verdot and 1% 
Malbec.  Medium to deep ruby, the 2016 Cabernet Sauvignon has a very minerally nose of crushed stone, 
dusty earth, warm red cherries, woodsmoke and savory/herbal hints with notions of charcuterie, warm 
blackberries, cherries and bitter chocolate. Medium-bodied, it offers great intensity in the mouth with 
finely grained, ripe tannins and great freshness, finishing long and layered. 
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Clos Cazals Champagne Extra Brut Blanc de Blancs Cuvee Vive Grand Cru  
Champagne, France 
 
Champagne Claude Cazals is run by the ebullient Delphine Cazals; her house is attached to the 
winery, and Delphine’s mother lives in the château inside the Clos de Cazals. The estate was 
founded in 1897 by Ernest Cazals, a cooper from the south of France. He was Catalan, hence the 
name, same as the renowned cellist, Pablo Casals (pronounce the “s”). He moved to Champagne 
where he met his wife, and together they created a Champagne house in Le Mesnil-sur-Oger. 
Since then, three generations of wine-growers – including Delphine’s father Claude Cazals, who 
invented the gyropalette in 1969 – have followed each other at the head of the winery. This small 
family estate has the status of RM (Récoltant Manipulant) and produces around 5500 cases per 
year. 
 
They own 10 ha of vineyards, all planted with Chardonnay and located in 4 villages in the Côte 
des Blancs, south of Epernay: Le Mesnil-Sur-Oger, Oger, Vertus and Villeneuve. The Clos Cazals 
in Oger is the largest of the 21 clos in Champagne at 3.7ha. It was planted in 1957, years after 
Olivier Cazals bought the house from United Nations Founder and Nobel Peace Prize winner 
Léon Bourgeois. However, it was Delphine who noticed that this walled-in vineyard was consist-
ently their best, obtaining a full degree higher than their other parcels; she petitioned the Comité 
to have this vineyard designated a clos and won the right for her 1995 vintage. She was espe-
cially proud because no one else in the family supported her efforts. The Clos Cazals is divided 
in two parts with the oldest vines in the Clos Cazals and the younger vines—about 25 years of 
age—in the Chapelle du Clos, a parcel which surrounds an ancient chapel on their property. A 
few other plots in Le Mesnil-Sur-Oger are ranked Grand Cru. The rest is ranked Premier Cru. The 
house Blanc de Blancs Champagnes have delicacy, aromatic power and the capacity for long ag-
ing. 
 
100% hand-harvested Chardonnay from 40 year old vines planted on chalky soil. The vineyards 
are located in Oger and Le Mesnil-sur-Oger, and the grapes come from the top of the hills. The 
fermentation takes place in thermo-regulated stainless steel vats, including the malolactic fer-
mentation.   Aged for 6 to 7 years on the lees before release. 
 

*** 
 
92 Wine Advocate - ..the Extra-Brut Blanc de Blancs Grand Cru Cuvée Vive unfurls in the glass 
with scents of wet stones, iodine, lemon oil, crisp green apple and brioche. On the palate, the 
wine is medium to full-bodied, with a ripe core of fruit, racy acids and a penetratingly chalky 
finish. This finely balanced bottling is showing very well. 
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Roederer Estate Brut Sparkling Wine 
Anderson Valley, California 

 
Founded in 1982, Roederer Estate is nestled in Mendocino County’s fog-shrouded, Anderson 
Valley. As the California property of Champagne Louis Roederer, Roederer Estate builds upon a 
centuries-old tradition of fine winemaking. The premium grape growing region's proximity to 
the Pacific ocean gives rise to a gentle cycle of warm days and cool nights, allowing grapes to 
mature slowly on the vine and develop full varietal character. 
 
Among the very few California sparkling wine houses that only sources estate-grown fruit, 
Roederer Estate is also meticulous about all its farming decisions. The winemaking process be-
gins with in-depth knowledge of the Estate soils to introduce open lyre trellis system or high 
density plantation, extends to the decision to farm vineyards organically and biodynamically, 
and finishes by painstakingly tracking grape maturity to achieve perfect balance at harvest. 
 
Roederer Estate’s winemaking style is based on two elements: ownership of its own vineyards 
and the addition of oak-aged reserve wines to each year’s blend or cuvée. All the grapes for the 
Anderson Valley wines are grown on the estate. Oak-aged wines from the estate’s reserve cellars 
are added to the blend, creating a multi-vintage cuvée in the traditional Louis Roederer style. 
 
Only the cuvée (first pressing of 120 gallons/ton) is used; no première or deuxième taille. The 
fermentation takes place in high-grade stainless steel tanks at 65°F. Zero to minimal malolactic 
fermentation is used in order to ensure the wines age well and retain the fresh, precise and well-
defined style that is one of the characteristics of Roederer Estate wines. 
 

*** 
 
60% Chardonnay, 40% Pinot Noir.   Roederer Estate Brut is crisp and elegant with complex pear, 
spice and hazelnut flavors. It is fresh and lightly fruity with great finesse and depth of flavor. 
 
93 Wine Enthusiast - An enticing, toasty, nutty aroma leads to crisp and complex flavors in this 
medium-bodied wine that is braced by good acidity and a fine bead of bubbles. Subtle, mature 
notes complement the elegant texture. 
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2015 Laird Red Wine Jillian’s Blend 
Napa Valley, California 
 
The Lairds are a farming family in Napa Valley—Ken and Gail Laird established the winery in 
1999 after 30 years of growing grapes for other wineries. The winery is in the heart of the Oak 
Knoll district on the west side of St. Helena Highway, near the Oak Knoll crossroad.   Ken’s 
children, Justin and Rebecca, are integral to the family business. Justin manages the vineyards, 
which now have grown into the largest vineyard holdings in Napa Valley. Rebecca is the General 
Manager of the Winery—in addition to the small amount of Laird wines; the winery also 
produces wine for 62 fine boutique brands in Laird’s custom crush operation.   

Paul Hobbs has been making the Laird family wines since the first vintage in 1999. He is an 
internationally acclaimed winemaker. Prior to starting his own label and consulting business, 
Paul worked for Robert Mondavi, Opus One and Simi. He selects grapes for Laird wines from 
eight vineyards, which make up less than 3% of Laird vineyard holdings. To achieve maximum 
ripeness from these cooler climate vineyards, Paul lengthens the grape hang-time. All but one of 
the wines are 100% varietal, so the wines exhibit the focused flavor of the individual grapes. 
Laird wines have intensity, balance, and weight—and they age well. 

Laird Family Estate concentrates on selecting quality grapes from their Napa and Sonoma 
vineyards using specific single vineyards to express the individual qualities of the varying 
microclimates. The only non-single vineyard wines produced are the Red Wine “Jillian’s Blend” 
named for Rebecca Laird’s daughter, born in 2005, and the Napa Valley Cabernet Sauvignon. 

*** 

67% Cabernet Sauvignon, 18% Syrah, 12% Merlot, 2% Malbec, 1% Petit Verdot.  This visually 
attractive wine, has a deep crimson hue when held to the light. The nose has heartwarming notes 
of vanilla, blackberry preserve, currants and warmed spices. The approachable tannins rest 
gently on the palate, complimented by flavors of fresh blueberries, strawberry rhubarb and 
roasted coffee. The long, memorable finish leaves you yearning for the next sip. 
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2018 Marenco Barbera d’Asti 
Asti, Italy 
 
Since 1896, the Marenco family has been a small producer with the ability to translate enology 
and terroir for generations. Giuseppe Marenco brought a modern approach to Marenco’s 
winemaking in the 1950s, expanding their efforts from grape cultivation and sale to the 
complete production of wines that reflected the territory of the Monferrato hills. Giuseppe also 
slowly bought other key properties in the Strevi hills to complement his father’s original holding, 
La Marchesa vineyard in the Bagnario Valley.  
 
Today, the Marenco family presides over 160 acres of vineyards, carrying on the proud tradition 
of crafting quality wines that showcase the area’s microclimates. Giuseppe’s three daughters 
have taken over his dream, overseeing all aspects of Marenco, from the cultivation in the 
vineyards, to wine production, to the marketing of these distinct wines in markets around the 
world. Michela with her husband Giovanni Costa, Doretta and Patrizia, the enologist, collaborate 
with specialized agronomists in order to maintain the traditional growing systems of the 
vineyards, to respect the strict cultivation guidelines of the region and to optimize the quality of 
the grapes through tailored field techniques. The grapes are exclusively harvested by hand in 
order to select the best grapes and to preserve the best characteristics of each varietal.   Marenco 
has invested heavily in a modern winery. Cutting edge equipment allows Patrizia to better 
control the entire winemaking process, from the delicate soft pressing of grapes, to temperature-
controlled fermentation, to the use of barriques to refine the wines. All these efforts result in a 
high-quality line of wines that represents the best of Piemonte’s sparkling wine tradition.  
 
The Bassina takes its name from the Cascina Bassina, a farm in Fontanile (Asti).  Bassina, which 
means short in Italian, was the nickname given to the lady who originally owned the Cascina. 
She was not tall but very smart to understand the potential of Barbera grape in this area.  
Barbera indeed here takes the best exposed sides of the hills. In the courtyard of the farmhouse 
there is a nice little lake, which, during the summer, is populated by the wild ducks that inspired 
Marenco logo. 

*** 
 
Garnet red color with delicate purple reflections. Intense, fresh nose with red fruit aromas and 
balsamic notes. On the palate it is dry, full bodied and harmonious with a long aromatic fruity 
finish. 
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2019 Bedrock Zinfandel 
California 

 
Bedrock is a small winery making wine in a converted chicken coop. Fruit from only the most 
excellent vineyard sites is hand pitch-forked into the destemmer, fermented in open top 
redwood and stainless vats using only native yeasts, and are manually basket pressed by 
winemaker Morgan Twain-Peterson into the sexiest oak from the coldest French forests. 

Morgan Twain-Peterson was born at home in Sonoma, to Joel Peterson and Kate Twain.  Raised 
at his father’s Ravenswood Winery, Morgan was exposed to wine and wine tasting at an early 
age. In David Darlington’s “Angel’s Visits,” it is noted that “Morgan, at the age of five, could 
distinguish between Merlot and Zinfandel.” Morgan began making small lots of Pinot Noir at 5 
from fruit given to him by the Sangiacomo family.  

While doing undergraduate work at Vassar (whose founder was a brewer of all things), and 
graduate work at Columbia University, Morgan worked as a wine buyer and salesperson for 
Arlington Wines and Liquors in Poughkeepsie, and Chelsea Wine Vault and Pet Wines in 
Manhattan.  Morgan returned home to Sonoma in 2005 to work harvest at Ravenswood. From 
there he spent time as a visiting winemaker at a number of notable wineries and chateau 
throughout the world including Hardy’s Tintara in McLaren Vale and Chateau Lynch-Bages.   

The winery is also dedicated to taking advantage of the diverse terroirs of California and their 
capacity to make an enormous range of styles, be it delicate and perfumed rosé, barrel-
fermented whites, or violet and pepper-tinged Syrah.  They are always exploring—from the 
heart of Oakville in Napa to the northern reaches of Mendocino and gold hills of Amador, the 
vastness of Lodi and the beaches of Contra Costa to every corner of Sonoma.   Throughout all the 
wines, though, is a dedication to making wines that maintain poise while being infused with 
California sun. And, most importantly, that are delicious. 

*** 
Bold and generous fruit flavors evolve from a muted opening.   Give it some time to breathe and 
an wonderful palette of succulent blue/blackberry fruit with pepper-ish aromas that give way 
to juicy and satisfying finish.   
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2019 Flaco Tempranillo Vinos de Madrid 
Madrid, Spain 
 
Made with Spain’s most notable grape, Tempranillo, this Madrid based wine wins the ‘least ex-
pensive, but drinks like a million bucks’ award.  Flaco means ‘dude’, and, “Dude, this is an amaz-
ing wine for the money.    
 
Tempranillo is a thick-skinned grape found in just about every corner of Spain, but you rarely 
hear about Madrid as one of those areas.  However, it’s true, just outside of Madrid there are vast 
amounts of forgotten vineyards full of old growth vines, and since it’s not the “cool” location, 
you’re able to get some of the best, easy drinking wines we’ve had in a long time at an outstand-
ing price. 
 
Organically grown, and dry-farmed vineyards are responsible for the greatness in the bottle. The 
vines are all brought together from various diverse microclimates, and low yielding plots. The 
vines were planted between 1995 and 2003, so there is some real age in the vine, and that leads 
to even more complexity.  
 
Madrid isn’t high on the list of locations for Spain; it’s unfortunately over shadowed by some of 
the other big shot locations, but, why? The vineyards are composed of sand, limestone, and clay, 
just like the other locations. They get just enough rain, but not too much, and they get just as 
much heat too. What’s better is a nice balance of hot days and cool nights that you find in the 
southern region of Madrid, and that lends to a balanced effort in the bottle. 
 
When it comes to good drinking value, the Dude reigns supreme.   
 

*** 
 
Vivid and bright ruby red in color, the nose is bright, clean and has overwhelming spicy notes of 
red fruits and flowers. Lighter bodied than the typical hot climate Tempranillo, the Flaco is ex-
tremely fruity and brisk, with a firm finish and very light dancing tannins. 
 
 


