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Grand Cru  

2017 Booker My Favorite Neighbor Red – 74.98 

2018 Valdicava Rosso di Montalcino – 45.98 

*** 

Sparkle 
Jacquesson Champagne Extra Brut Cuvee 742 – 74.98 

Pierre Sparr Cremant d'Alsace Brut Rose – 15.98 

 

*** 

Ultimate Reds 
2018 Valdicava Rosso di Montalcino – 45.98 

The Whole Shebang Red Wine Cuvee XII – 13.98 

*** 

Vintage Values 
2018 Cruse Wine Co. Monkey Jacket Red Wine – 24.98 

2015 Corte alla Flora Podere del Giuggiolo Sangiovese Toscana IGT – 9.98 

www.vintagewinemerchants.com 
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2017 Booker My Favorite Neighbor Red  
Paso Robles, California 

The name Booker comes from two orphan brothers, Claude and Dick Booker, who had purchased the 
land in the late 1920’s. By the turn of the century the Booker brothers had acquired over 1,200 acres on 
Paso's Westside. The Booker brothers were Paso's favorite sons, dedicating their lives to being great 
farmers and humanitarians. Aside from lending their farming knowledge and manual labor to neighbors 
and those in need, they were the area's biggest philanthropists, leaving 100% of their estate to charity 
when they passed, Dick in 1990 and Claude in 2000.  

Eric and Lisa Jensen purchased 100 acres of the property in 2001 with the intent of growing the best fruit 
for some of the best wineries in the area. After making wine with Justin Smith (of Saxum) for five years 
and Stephan Asseo (of L'Aventure Wines) for two years the Jensens decided it was time to create their 
own expression with Booker Vineyard. The 2005 Vintage was Booker Vineyard's first release with the 
wines being made by owner Eric Jensen. 

Jensen first created My Favorite Neighbor in 2006.  In concept, the wine was developed to pay homage 
to the positive people influences that nurtured Jensen’s wine journey.   It’s a hommage to his wine 
mentors, the vineyard hands and farmers.    

*** 

94 Wine Advocate - The My Favorite Neighbor 2017 Cabernet Sauvignon contains 22% Syrah and 3% 
Petit Verdot and was aged in 75% new French oak. It has a medium to deep ruby color, and the nose 
offers aromas of fresh blackcurrants, blackcurrant bud, exotic spices, bitter chocolate and blue fruit hints 
with classic touches of pencil shavings, cedar and baking spice. Full-bodied, it explodes with ripe black 
fruits and has a firm, grainy frame and great freshness, finishing long and spicy. 
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2018 Valdicava Rosso di Montalcino  
Montalcino, Italy 

Montalcino is home to the opulent of the Sangiovese grape. The warmth of the nearby Tirrean Sea, the 
protective barrier of the "Monte Amiata," the coolness of the wooded areas, the breeze and the moderate 
rainfall all coincide to facilitate the growth of these grapes to fragrant, full maturity.  Valdicava is located 
in the Montosoli area which is famous in Montalcino for creating wines with great balance of body and 
aromas.  

The Valdicava property lies on a high plane close to Montalcino. Wines from this area have as their 
signature characteristics a great balance between body and perfume.  Valdicava is the actual name of the 
valley in which the greatest single-vineyard wines of Brunello are produced.  In the middle of this valley 
sits the grand Madonna del Piano vineyard along with the Valdicava estate.  Montosoli, La Casa, and Vigna 
del Lago are a few of the other great wines produce in the valley. 

The estate with regards to wine production dates back to 1953 when Bramante Abbruzzese was offered 
the opportunity to return to the property in Montalcino where his ancestors were sharecroppers 
centuries before. From that time, Abbruzzese started the family vision to cultivate Sangiovese Grosso and 
to eventually bottle under the family name. In 1967 Bramante founded the Consorzio di Brunello. Today 
there are over 200 members of the Consorzio and it is the only DOCG Consorzio in which every grower 
and producer of that wine are members. 

Bramante bottled his wines under the Valdicava label beginning in 1977.  Previous to this the wines were 
bottled under a blanket Consorzio label with the family name on the bottles. In 1987, grandson of 
Bramante, Vincenzo Abbruzzese began to work in the vineyards and the cellar and has since transformed 
Valdicava into one of the most collectible and sought-after Brunello di Montalcino in existence today. 

All Valdicava grapes are organically grown and no chemical pesticides or fertilizers are used in the 
vineyards.  The terroir, the fastidious wine making leads to a wine that embraces you with power and 
grace and it hugs you well into its energetic, lush finish.  This is a lovely wine that you'll want to enjoy 
again and again.   

*** 

Valdicava's 2018 Rosso di Montalcino is "all Brunello" without the wait.  Porcini aromas, bright cherry, 
sweet spice, floral notes, dried flower, and strawberry are supported by hearty yet balanced tannins. 
Aromas of fresh saddle leather, eucalyptus, tobacco leaf and raspberry. 
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The Whole Shebang Red Wine Cuvee XIII  
California 
 
Sherman & Hooker Shebang is a project by Morgan Twain-Peterson, the son of Ravenswood founder Joel 
Peterson. Morgan grew up in the world of wine in California. In addition to this project, Morgan also 
produces tiny amounts of old vine, heirloom red and white blends, Pinot Noir, and Syrah under the 
Bedrock Wine Co. label. Also noteworthy: Morgan passed the prestigious Master of Wine exam and, upon 
successful completion of the dissertation, will become one of the less than thirty American Masters of 
Wine! 
 
Sherman & Hooker is named after the two Civil War generals who founded Bedrock Vineyard in 1854. It 
is a blend of declassified Syrah, Petite Syrah, and Zinfandel from Bedrock Wine Co., along with selected 
bulk lots from other small producers. 
 
All of the lots, whether from Morgan or from friends, were aged in French oak, and saw no chips, staves, 
or other gobbledy-gook. Morgan chose to make the wine a multi-vintage, multi-varietal blend in order to 
maintain quality at a terrific pricepoint. This wine provides delicious drinkability and is sure to be a 
jugernaut of a wine!...  
 

*** 
 
The informing impulse behind Shebang is to create a wine that is long on deliciousness and low on 
pretense. We do this by vinifying the wines with the same care and love as the higher end Bedrock wines- 
picking at respectable sugar levels (not too high!), using only native yeast fermentations, and a trace of 
good French oak to round things out. This cuvee is predominately Zinfandel blended with Carignane, 
Petite Sirah, Mourvedre, Alicante Bouchet, Grenache, Syrah, Barbera and a touch of whites for aromatics, 
much of which comes from old vines.   
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Jacquesson Champagne Extra Brut Cuvee 742 
Champagne, France 
 
Jacquesson is one of Champagne’s most venerable houses, not only predating Krug, but giving birth to it, 
when in 1843 Johann-Joseph Krug left Jacquesson to form his own house.  But despite more than 200 
years of history, Jacquesson has become a revolutionary among Champagne’s established houses, under 
the leadership of brothers Laurent and Jean-Hervé Chiquet, who took over from their father in the 1980’s. 
 
Vintage variations are a fact of nature. But of all the world’s major wine regions, only Champagne, through 
its non-vintage cuvées, tries to “iron out” these differences, to maintain a consistent “house style.”  
Jacquesson is an exception. In the late 1990s, the Chiquets began to believe that being bound to a house 
style forced a choice between consistency and quality (with consistency winning). So rather than making 
a consistent wine every year, they set out to make the best possible blend each vintage. In other words, 
Jacquesson chose expression over consistency. 
 
And so, with the 2000 vintage, Jacquesson created a stir when they announced that its 150-year-old non-
vintage Perfection Brut label would be retired and replaced with a numbered, vintage-based cuvée (the 
first being ‘728’). Each year, a new-subsequently numbered-cuvée is released, with Cuvée No. 734 based 
on the 2006 vintage, Cuvée No. 733 on the 2005 vintage, etc.  Now, we are pleased to present Cuvée No. 
741. 
 
The assemblage of each numbered cuvée changes from year to year, though it always a blend of 
Chardonnay, Pinot Noir and Pinot Meunier primarily from the base year. But the winemaking remains 
the same: vinification in large old oak barrels, on the lees, with weekly bâtonnage, minimal dosage and 
no filtration. In each cuvée, there is also a certain percentage of reserve wine. 
 
 

*** 
 
The Extra-Brut Cuvée No. 742, based on the 2014 vintage, is a gorgeous wine. In this release, the Cuvée 
seems especially marked by Pinot in both its flavor profile and texture. Dried pear, hazelnut, mint, 
chamomile and dried flowers all grace this rich, beautifully resonant Champagne from Jacquesson. Best 
of all, the 742 will drink well with minimal cellaring. The 700-series Champagnes are often superb; the 
742 is an especially fine edition. The blend is 59% Pinot Noir (from Aÿ, Dizy and Hautvillers) and 41% 
Chardonnay (from Avize and Oiry). Dosage is 1.5 grams per liter.  – 93 Vinous  
 
We love these wines from Jacquesson.  If you have been a club member for awhile you may recall we’ve 
given Cuvee 738, 740, 741 and now 742.   Solid beverages.  Outstanding quality every, single year.   We 
hope you agree. 
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Pierre Sparr Cremant d'Alsace Brut Rose  
Alsace, France 

The Alsace region of France is known throughout the world for its lovely, dry white wines. Vineyards 
were first planted in this narrow  valley during the height of the Roman Empire. In the heart of Alsace’s 
finest district, the Haut-Rhin, Maison Pierre Sparr Successeurs follows a tradition of winemaking that 
began during the reign of King Louis XIV. Since the winery’s founding in 1680, the Sparr family passed 
along its passion for Alsatian vineyards and winemaking from one generation to the next. Today that 
drive for perfection continues in the winery’s attention to each vine-growing and winemaking detail, and 
its uncompromising quest for excellence in every bottle bearing the Pierre Sparr name.  

Jean Sparr, who founded the Sparr winery in 1680, was born in the Alsace village of Sigolsheim. Over the 
next 300 years, nine successive generations of the Sparr family worked the land, maintaining and 
expanding their estate. When Pierre Sparr took over the winery in the early 1900s at the age of 20, his 
innate business sense made him one of the pioneers in estate bottling in Alsace. His motto was “invest, 
progress and maintain” — a motto that continues to describe the domaine that is named in his honor, 
“Maison Pierre Sparr Successeurs.” 

Pierre Sparr lived through World War II in Alsace and witnessed the destruction of his village of 
Sigolsheim and its surrounding vineyards. With undaunted determination, he rebuilt the family’s 
domaine, which had always been one of the region’s most beautiful. His sons, René and Charles, enlarged 
and replanted the estate’s vineyards and expanded trade with European markets and abroad. Today 
Maison Pierre Sparr owns 15 hectares (37 acres) of vineyards in the heart of Alsace; and  it sources fruit 
from another 150 hectares (370 acres) of vineyards owned by growers who  share their philosophy and 
with whom they have long-term contracts. 

*** 

100% Pinot Noir.  Salmon pink color; fresh aromas of soft red berries, predominantly strawberry and 
raspberry. On the palate, round and fruity with hints of peach; the flavors are intense, with lively acidity 
framed by a well-made structure and delicate bubbles. The finish is smooth, clean and dry. 
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2018 Cruse Wine Co. Monkey Jacket Red Wine 
North Coast, California 
 
Cruse Wine Co. is a small winery in Petaluma thoughtfully crafting table wines from unique vineyards in 
California.  Michael Cruse was born and raised in Northern California and prides himself on producing 
wines that are unabashedly Californian and inherently delicious.  Michael came to the wine business 
through his love of science.  His moment of enlightenment was attending a lecture at Cal Berkeley by 
none other than Terry Leighton of Kalin Cellars!  Michael was able to envision a path where his deep 
knowledge and appreciation for science could take him into the world of wine. 
 
This path led Michael to several positions in order to really learn the basics, including stints in the cellars 
of Sutter Home winery before to eventually moving on to Merryvale in Carneros where he would work 
his way up to becoming the assistant winemaker.  After several years of working for others, Michael felt 
the pull to strike out on his own and to create wines that reflected his vision and admiration for California.  
Michael set forth with a few partners to set up shop in an industrial warehouse in Petaluma where he 
built a custom crush facility and launched his Champagne inspired sparkling wine project, Ultramarine, 
in 2008.   
 
Michael followed-up Ultramarine with the creation of Cruse Wine Co. in 2013.  Cruse Wine Co. was an 
opportunity for Michael to showcase fruit driven and satisfying wines that were fresh and pleasurable, 
but still remained serious at the same time.  Again, being unabashedly Californian.  The roots of the North 
Coast run deep with Michael, so he chose to focus on sites within Napa, Sonoma, Mendocino and Contra 
Costa Counties to create these special wines.  The one thing he didn’t want to do was to create another 
Pinot Noir or Cabernet, instead he found inspiration in varieties such as Valdiguie, Tannant, Carignan and 
St Laurent. 
 
The flagship wine of Cruse Wine Co. is the red blend Monkey Jacket (the name inspired by an old, British 
sailor song).  This wine is the epitome of what Cruse Wine Co. is meant to be, as it’s a blend of Validiguie, 
Carignan, Tanant, St Laurent and mixed field blend reds and provides incredible drinkability with 
brightness and ample structure.  In addition to Monkey Jacket, Michael also makes small lots of single 
vineyard varietal wines from Valdiguie, Tannant, Syrah, Carignan and Chardonnay. 
 

*** 
 
Monkey Jacket is the flagship wine from Cruse Wine Co. Made up of 51% Valdiguié, 13% Carignan, 10% 
Syrah, 8% Pinot Noir and other mixed reds, it was made using about 20% whole cluster and bottled 
unfiltered. The 2018 Monkey Jacket has a nose reminiscent of cru Beaujolais—peppered salami, 
blueberries, gravel dust, dried savory herbs, crushed granite and bright red cherries and berries with 
smoky/mineral touches. The savory, earthy palate is light to medium-bodied, very soft and juicy, 
finishing savory. - Wine Advocate 
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2015 Corte alla Flora Podere del Giuggiolo Sangiovese Toscana IGT 
Tuscany, Italy 
 
Tuscany is most famous for Sangiovese, but it's worth mentioning that there's a variety of Sangiovese 
clones that often go by different monikers depending upon the place in Tuscany.   Brunello, Sangiovese 
Grosso are more famous and well known, but there is also Prugnolo Gentile.    
 
Just to the east of Montalcino, around the town of Montepulciano, whose local strain of Sangiovese is 
called Prugnolo Gentile. Quality here has been improving steadily of late, with Rosso di Montepulciano 
playing a similar role to its counterpart from Montalcino.    
 
For over twenty years Corte alla Flora has been working patiently to select the best land, choosing with 
love the vines and the olive trees, taking care of them with passion, favoring nature and its slow times. 
With a consistency that only a profound respect for tradition can explain. 
 
Clay, calcareous soils,  give wines an extraordinary balance of tannins and perfumes.  In the area of 
ervognano - 35 hectares chosen out of 90 properties in the heart of the Disciplinary area - they cultivate 
the traditional Prugnolo Gentile, along with other red berry varieties that are fully expressed here: 
Merlot, Syrah, Cabernet Sauvignon, Cabernet Franc, Petit Vertot. They are also experimenting with an 
indigenous variety: the Pugnitello. 
 

*** 
 
Intense ruby red.   The wine opens with generous and alluring notes of licorice, dark red fruits and violet 
blossoms.  Soft and velvety the supple mouth shows moderate wood and fresh earth notes.  Fine and 
elegant on the finish, it is a superb wine for daily living.   
 


