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Grand Cru  

2016 Calera Pinot Noir Ryan Vineyard – $53.98 

2017 William Harrison Cabernet Sauvignon Napa Valley – $59.98 

*** 

Sparkle 

Pascal Lallement 1er Cru Brut Champagne, a Chamery – $44.98 

2017 Domaine Carneros Brut Sparkling Wine – $29.98 

 

*** 

Ultimate Reds 

2018 Jacques Lemenicier Cornas – $53.98 

2016 Thomas Fogarty Skyline Red Wine – $12.98 

*** 

Vintage Values 

2017 Brassfield Eruption Red – $17.98 

2017 Catena Malbec Vista Flores – $17.98 

 

Refer to www.vintagewinemerchants.com/blog/news for your notes. 

  

http://www.vintagewinemerchants.com/blog/news
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2016 Calera Pinot Noir Ryan Vineyard 

Mt. Harlan, California 
 
Calera is one of the pioneer producers of Pinot Noir in California. Founded by Josh Jensen in 

1974, Calera has established a stellar record for producing wonderful Pinot Noir in the Gavilan 

Mountains west of Chalone in what is now know as the Mt. Harlan AVA (American Viticultural 

Area). The wines age beautifully and have a wonderful and balanced expression of the fruit. 

Later in the 1980s Calera was one of the first wineries in California to plant Viognier. In the 

1980s Chardonnay was also added. And, more recently Calera was one of the first wineries in 

California to plant Aligoté.   This is a great California winery with a proven track record of making 

consistently excellent wines and age worthy Pinot Noir and Chardonnay. 

Calera is a vision, and Calera’s wines truly express the sense of place. Rather than follow the 

recommended path, Josh Jensen became a pioneer in American Pinot Noir. Taking his cue from 

the great domaines of Burgundy, which have grown grapes in limestone soil for centuries, he set 

out in search of the perfect spot in California to create wines unique to the world but in the style 

of the greatest wines of France. Site selection was vital as he ventured off the grid to plant on the 

site of an old limekiln in the Gavilan Mountains of California's Central Coast. Today Calera wines 

still express that pioneer spirit and are revered the world over. We are proud to report that even 

Robert Parker is convinced: "Calera is one of the most compelling Pinot Noir specialists of not 

only the New World, but of Planet Earth." 

*** 

92 Wine Advocate - The 2016 Pinot Noir Ryan Vineyard aged 17 months in 30% new French 
oak. It has a pale to medium ruby-purple color and a nose of crushed blackberries, black cherries, 
underbrush, potpourri and red fruit sparks. Medium-bodied with a good core of earthy fruit, it 
has a sturdy frame and juicy freshness, finishing long and nuanced.   
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2017 William Harrison Cabernet Sauvignon 
Napa Valley, California 

 
Bill Harrison’s maternal ancestors have been making fine wine in Italy since the early 16th Century. His 

grandfather, Antonio Perelli-Minetti immigrated to California in 1902, and was one of the first 

winemakers in the State to hold a degree in viticulture and enology. He is widely considered one of the 

more prominent figures in California’s winemaking heritage. Antonio’s daughter, Conchita was born in 

Torreon, Mexico, where he established a 700-acre vineyard operation before the revolution forced him 

back to California.  Conchita married Bill’s father just after the Depression, and her son now carries on 

the family’s tradition of crafting fine wine in the Napa Valley. 

The William Harrison estate vineyard is nestled against the eastern foothills of the Vaca Mountain range, 

in the northeast corner of the Rutherford AVA. According to the UC Davis Soil Resource Lab, its primary 

composition is the Cortina series of very gravelly, sandy loam consistent with our proximity to the Napa 

River. Due to its considerable depth, this soil is excessively well drained, which forces the vines to extend 

their roots in search of water. From 18 to 48 inches below the surface is a layer of “tufa”, white rock that 

was originally compressed ash cast out of the Vaca’s extinct volcanoes. Replanted in 1991 and 1997, Bill’s 

modest seven-acre vineyard grows all five of the Bordeaux red varieties. The yield is small, producing 

roughly 1800 cases of boutique wines annually, including Cabernet Sauvignon, Cabernet Franc, and a 

Meritage-style blend called Rutherford Reserve. 

From the largest section of Bill’s vineyard, the “old” (1991) and “young” (1997) blocks of Clone 7 produce 

the estate’s best grapes. Aged for 20 months in 50% new French and Hungarian oak, this wine is a classic 

example of Rutherford Cabernet Sauvignon. 

*** 

Intense aromas of blackberry and blueberry, with subtler notes of dark chocolate, leather, and fennel 

pollen. The palate is full-bodied, with dense black cherry flavors and smooth, well-integrated tannins.    
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Pascal Lallement Champagne Brut 1er Cru 
Champagne, France 

 
One of the underlying aspects of all French wine is the concept of terroir. More than anyplace on 
Earth the French believe that the character of the wine cannot be separated from the place 
where the grapes are grown. The entire French AOC system is built on this concept. The glaring 
exception to this fundamental principal is Champagne. It is generally accepted that Pinot Noir 
and Chardonnay are two of the most transparent varieties known for expression of place, yet 
the entire region of Champagne has only one AOC. The recent trend has logically been to explore 
the differences in the region through exploration of Champagne's many terroirs. This has seen 
the rise of the 'grower Champagnes'. Wines that are made by the farmers who grow them, in the 
tradition of the Burgundy vigneron, demonstrate the diversity of the region and Champagne 
acknowledges it own terroir.  
 
Pascal Lallement is a perfect example of the grower movement. His family has been making wine 
in Champagne for four generations in the village of Chamery. He farms his vines with care using 
organic methods always considering the impact on the land. He has been blessed with prime 
sites in the Montagne de Reims village of Chamery. When viewing the perfect South facing am-
phitheater of vineyards it's easy to understand why it is rated 1er Cru as the steep bowl looks 
very much like the Grand Cru of Chablis. The mixture of clay over chalk along with the sunny 
exposure is ideal  for the red varieties Pinot Noir and Meunier which comprise the majority of 
the blend. Small choice parcels in the neighboring villages of Sermier and Eceuil augment the 
production.  
 
Pascal Lallement's Brut Champagne is exactly the wine one would expect from a top village in 
the Montagne de Reims—a bold Champagne driven by high quality red varieties. The bulk of the 
wine (75%) is Pinot Noir and Meunier from the hillside bowl of Chamery which gives the wine 
power and a full round mouthfeel. The remainder comes from Chardonnay whose bright acidity 
adds freshness and edge to the wine. All vineyards are farmed organically with cover crops and 
minimal intervention. The Brut NV consists of three vintages. The wines are made in a reductive 
style in stainless steel to preserve the freshness of the fruit. Dosage is moderate at 12 g/l.  
 

*** 
 

This cuvee is 40% Pinot Noir, 40% Pinot Meunier, and 20% Chardonnay, and it is perfect as an 
aperitif, offering equal amounts of complexity and elegance, with pretty amazing lightness and 
balance.  
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2017 Domaine Carneros Brut Sparkling Wine 
California 

Domaine Carneros is a singular winery best known as a small grower-producer of methóde 

champenoise sparkling wine, Pinot Noir, estate vineyards, and a breathtakingly beautiful 

château.   Founded by the noble family behind Champagne Taittinger, Claude Taittinger's search 

for a worthy U.S. counterpart began in the late 1970s. In 1987 he selected a 138-acre parcel in 

the heart of Carneros, Napa Valley.    

 

The Domaine Carneros château is a California wine country landmark. Inspired by the classic 

18th century Château de la Marquetterie in Champagne, France - home of Champagne Taittinger 

- the Domaine Carneros château was completed in 1989.  Situated atop a knoll surrounded by 

estate, the château brings to Carneros the elegant style of the French wine country.  With its 

grand staircase, formal gardens, expansive outdoor terraces, marble-floored fireside salon and 

breathtaking views of vine-covered hills, it is an incomparably royal setting for savoring fine 

sparkling and still wines.  The heart of Domaine Carneros has always been sparkling wines, with 

distinctive styles ranging from the classic vintage-dated Brut cuvée to our luxury Le Rêve Blanc 

de Blancs.   All of the wines proudly hail from the Carneros appellation, and 95% of the fruit 

comes from estate vineyards. 

 

The Vintage Brut Cuvée is the signature wine of Domaine Carneros. It encompasses the widest 

range of estate clones and vineyard blocks of the winery’s collection. The tapestry of flavors that 

result, married with the inherent finesse of the cool Carneros fruit, create wines of depth and 

complexity that are enhanced by a minimum of three years of bottle age sur lie in the cellar 

before release. 

*** 

 

Aromas of white flowers, apple pie, and citrus peel are enhanced with notes of toast and vanilla. 
The wine is elegantly structured, round and flavorful with a signature long, creamy finish. 
  



 

March 2021 

 

WARNING: Drinking distilled spirits, beer, coolers, wine and other alcoholic beverages may increase cancer risk, and, 
during pregnancy, can cause birth defects.  For more information go to www.P65Warnings.ca.gov/alcohol. 

 
2018 Jacques Lemenicier Cornas 

Cornas, France 
 

An athletic, affable fellow, Leménicier happened into the wine business when he took a job with 

Robert Michel in 1974, before going to work for one of the most famous winemakers in the 

region, Alain Voge. He learned at the hand of Voge for more than a decade, eventually starting 

his own domaine on a small piece of land in the early 1980s. Employing the skills and knowledge 

he had accumulated, Leménicier began producing classic and expressive wines from Cornas and 

Saint Péray at incredible price points.  

Cornas is a village and wine region in the northern Rhône valley.  The vineyards are mostly on 

the western bank of the Rhone.   It produces only red wine exclusively from the Syrah grape 

variety.  Cornas tends to be rich, powerful, dark and long lived, often with supple, ripe tannins. 

 

*** 

Deep dark red in color.   The inviting bouquet opens with soft, ripe red raspberry and a floral 

muskiness that is laced with steely minerality, liquorice and mulch.  The flavors are chewy and 

generous with fine grained tannins interlacing a solid core of dark black fruit with pleasant floral 

notes.    
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2016 Thomas Fogarty Skyline Red Wine 
California 
 
Tom Fogarty, Jr (aka “Tommy”) was 10 years old when the planting began at Fogarty’s Northern 
Estate, and he worked in the planting of Langley Hill Vineyard before his 11th birthday.  Having 
spent a large portion of his life at the cellar and the vineyards, he earned a Wine Marketing 
Degree from Sonoma State University in 1993 and a BS in Business Management at Saint Mary’s 
in 1996.  Tommy was only peripherally involved in the winery’s day-to-day operations between 
1997 and 2009 but then returned full-time to manage the business in 2010.  Today he lives at 
the Rapley Trail Vineyard with his wife Lily and sons Henry and Jimmy.  Lily handles all the 
photography and for the winery and Henry is very fond of vineyard work.  Jimmy prefers video 
games and grilled cheese. 
 
Since 2000, Thomas Fogarty Winery has produced Skyline Wines, utilizing long-standing 
relationships with some of the best grape growers to select quality fruit from heritage vineyards 
in different areas of California. Made without regimentation, with an open mind toward blending 
and varietal inclusion, Skyline Wines represent an unrestrained and innovative approach, using 
diverse varietals and providing the discerning wine lover excellent wines at a very fair price. Not 
limited by convention or tradition, these wines take full advantage of the creativity and 
innovative spirit found within the founders of Thomas Fogarty Winery. 

 
*** 

 
The This blend pairs two traditional Spanish varieties, Tempranillo and Grenache, with 
Zinfandel and a touch of Petit Sirah & Carignan.  
 
The Skyline Artisan Red is a red wine blended from selected lots of wine primarily from the 
sandy soils of Lodi, offering a wine with a generous fruit profile, soft tannins and ample spice. As 
is true with every vintage, intensive blending creates an Artisan wine crafted for immediate 
accessibility and enjoyment.  
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2017 Brassfield Eruption Red 
Santa Lucia Highlands, California 
 

The western section of High Valley Appellation holds the magical lands known as High Serenity 

Ranch. The 2,500 former cattle ranch is now home to Brassfield Estate Winery & Vineyard. In 

1973 Jerry Brassfield purchased the original 1,600 acres as a cattle ranch and wildlife preserve. 

While the cattle have gone, the wildlife still remains. In 1998 the Brassfield family realized the 

land’s true destiny was as a world class wine property. As a result, Brassfield Estate was 

established. With a state of the art crushing facility, and careful research matching correct 

varietal to optimal vineyard site, a hand-picked harvest and a farming philosophy of sustainable 

agriculture, the Brassfield’s have risen to the top of the class in this lofty appellation.   

The High Valley Appellation is one of only two transverse valley AVAs in California, the massive 
diurnal temperature swings allow for longer hang times and better acid retention in the juice 
and finished wine.  Though this Lake County growing region was part of one of the state’s largest 
wine producers before Prohibition, a rare few wineries are privileged to call it home today. The 
largest natural lake in California, Clearlake, wraps around the AVA. And the region boasts the 
cleanest air in the state.  Remarkable for its cool marine breezes, volcanic soils, high elevations 
that range from 1,600 to 3,000 feet, the High Valley AVA remains an unbeatable North Coast 
winegrowing region, well off the beaten path. 

 
*** 

 
55% Malbec, 21% Petite Sirah, 11% Mourvèdre, 10% Syrah, 2% Zinfandel, 1% Grenache.  Warm 

and inviting aromas of baking spice, cedar, sage, and fruit abound in this rich red blend. As the 

wine opens the fruit changes form cranberry and raspberry to black cherry and plum.   
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2017 Catena Malbec Vista Flores 
Mendoza, Argentina 

 

In 1902, Nicola Catena, an Italian immigrant, planted his first vineyard in Mendoza, Argentina. 
The winery has remained under family control — now in its fourth generation — and is one of 
the few familyowned wine companies in Argentina that remains in Argentine hands. Owned to-
day by Nicolás Catena and his daughter Laura, Bodega Catena Zapata is known as the pioneer of 
fine wine from Argentina, and Nicolás is recognized as the vintner who revolutionized wine 
quality in Argentina. A trained economist, Nicolás began this revolution in the early 1980s and 
continues to challenge himself and his team to make wines that can be counted among the best 
in the world. His measured approach to viticulture has taken its place in wine history as the 
pioneer of Malbec and high-altitude viticulture.  
  
Catena wines, first launched in 1992, set a new standard for quality in South America.  The wines 
immediately proved the quality potential of Argentina and garnered the first outstanding re-
views for Argentine wines from worldwide media. After more than 20 years, the wines of Catena 
continue to lead the way in Argentine viticulture and winemaking. The family and the winery’s 
employees take great pride in carrying on the tradition that began over a century ago. 
 
Catena Malbec Appellation Vista Flores is composed of 100% varietal wines blended from vine-
yards of Vista Flores district in Tunuyán.  The result is a wine with a pure expression of a unique 
terroir. 30-year-old vines gives red and black fresh fruits flavors, sweet texture and  character. 
Cold nights lend bright, crisp acidity and the intense sunshine give explosive floral aromatics 
and concentrated structure. 
 

*** 
 
The Catena Malbec Appellation Vista Flores shows a dark violet color with black reflections. The 
nose offers ripe, concentrated dark and red fruit aromas with delicate floral notes of lavender 
and violet, and mocha. The mouthfeel is rich and full with notes of sweet spice and a touch of 
leather. The finish presents soft, well-integrated tannins with bright, crisp acidity that gives the 
wine exceptional length.  

 

 


