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Grand Cru  

2017 Sinegal Estate Cabernet Sauvignon St. Helena Napa Valley – 89.98 

2017 Sebastien Blachon Saint Joseph Le Pepe – 54.98 

*** 

Sparkle 
Andre Clouet Champagne Brut Rose – 49.98 

Schramsberg Mirabelle Brut Sparkling Wine – 26.98 

 

*** 

Ultimate Reds 
2017 McPrice Myers Beautiful Earth Red Wine Paso Robles – 39.98 

2018 Sebastien Blachon Syrah Nom de Bleu Vin de France – 26.98 

*** 

Vintage Values 
2017 El Esteco Malbec Don David Reserve – 15.98 

2015 Uvaggio Montagna Nera, El Dorado – 23.98 

www.vintagewinemerchants.com 
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2017 Sinegal Estate Cabernet Sauvignon St. Helena  
Napa Valley, California 
 
After acquiring the 30-acre property known as the Inglewood Estate for $7,500 in 1879, Alton 
Williams planted the first vines here in 1881. Production at this Napa Valley winery was 
continuous through many different generations of winemakers before the Sinegal family 
purchased the St. Helena property in 2013. A multi-million dollar expansion and modernization 
produced the first wines under the Sinegal label just a year later. 
 
The winery is the brainchild of David Sinegal.   While not a household name, David is the son of 
James Sinegal, founder and former CEO of Costco.    
 
Residing in the heart of the renowned St. Helena AVA of Napa Valley, the legacy of the Sinegal 
Estate is perfect soil, subtle microclimates and a variety of terrains.   It is there that they nurture 
just over nine organically farmed vineyard acres planted to a diverse selection of varietals: 
Cabernet Sauvignon, Cabernet Franc, Malbec and Petit Verdot, Sauvignon Blanc, Sauvignon 
Musque and Semilion.  
 

 
*** 

 
The 2017 Cabernet Sauvignon exhibits elegant aromas of ripe raspberry, plumb and black 
cherry, with notes of rose petal, cinnamon and all spice. The subtle oak spice tones are well 
integrated with the fruit and floral aromas in this wine. On the palate there is a silky texture with 
smooth tannins and long lingering finish. Flavors of candied cherries, and blackberry kirsch are 
intermixed with secondary notes of vanilla bean, mocha and coca nibs. The 2017 is showing well 
at a young age, however the wine has a nice tannin structure to age gracefully for the next 7-10 
years.      
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2017 Sebastien Blachon Saint Joseph Le Pepe  
2018 Sebastien Blachon Syrah Nom de Bleu Vin de France 
Saint Joseph, France 
 
 
Despite making his first cuvée in 2009, self-taught winemaker Sebastien Blachon's admits that he "always 
wanted to make wine". His passion was first nurtured by way of marriage, when his father-in-law rented 
him his first vines in Saint-Joseph for the 2009 vintage. It took Sebastien 4 years, and numerous projects 
with friends, neighbors, and fellow winemakers before he decided to take the steps to commercialize his 
wines in 2013. 
 
Sebastien now farms 5 terraced hectares of Syrah situated in the heart of the prized terroirs of the Saint-
Joseph AOC. He is rigorous in his farming, (in the process of conversion to full organic farming), and 
careful in his winemaking, absolutely preferring quality over yields. As a result, he often produces less 
than 10,000 bottles each year. 
 
His recent purchase of a traditional bâtisse to use as home and cellar has inspired and allowed Sebastien 
and his wife to carry on the ancient traditions of the region's winemakers in a richly historic site and 
setting. Ignoring many of the trends found in modern winemaking, Sebastien strives to stay faithful to 
himself and his mission to produce wines of authenticity, finesse, and respect for his unique terroir. 
 
However, this foundation of tradition doesn't mean in the slightest way that Sebastien isn't open to 
innovation, and he sees his growth and education as constantly on-going -- a fact reflected by his personal 
life. Sebastien is driven, open-minded, and enjoys challenging himself both mentally and physically. He 
often balances the development of his winemaking craft, with frequent, dedicated preparation for a range 
of high-elevation ultra-marathon runs and long-distance races, clearly demonstrating his drive to go the 
extra mile…! 
 

*** 
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2017 Sebastien Blachon Saint Joseph Le Pepe  
This flagship Saint-Joseph comes from two parcels totaling 1 hectare, one situated in the commune of 
Sainte Epine, and the other in Margiriat, within the village of Saint Jean de Muzols. The vines are  situated 
on steep, terraced slopes of poor granite soils resulting in very low yields. Exposure is fully southern, and 
are typically the first vines harvested each year. 
 
Deep, concentrated, and powerfully aromatic. Pépé is a classic Saint-Joseph wine, with layers of typical 
Syrah spice, forest underbrush, cracked pepper, and roasted game. Tannins are firm, yet elegant, 
balanced by a richness and acidity suggesting a long aging potential. 
 
 
 
2018 Sebastien Blachon Syrah Nom de Bleu Vin de France 
Sebastien's "Nom de Bleu" Syrah comes from a tiny, 1-hectare vineyard in the commune of Saint Jean-de-
Muzols, near the village of Lubac. The vines are planted on a slightly sloped parcel, in typical, well-
draining alluvial Rhône soils, and have an open exposure allowing them to enjoy as much sun as possible 
throughout the day. Despite the site's generous exposure, this is always the last parcel harvested. 
 
Fresh, aromatic, and delightfully pure. Full of lively blueberry and ripe Summer blackberry aromas, with 
savory touches of white and black peppercorns. Classic Syrah nuances of earth, flowers and herbs. The 
tannins and texture are soft, but not without a delicate granite-soil minerality and vibrant acidity to 
balance the equation. 
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2017 McPrice Myers Beautiful Earth Red Wine  
Paso Robles, California 
 
 

Harmoniously blended wines expressing each vineyard presents a complex series of challenges that renew 
themselves each vintage.  My goal and passion is to bring you the best that each unique harvest has to offer.   

 – McPrice “Mac” Myers 

 

McPrice Myers Wine Company Produces Rhône wines from Paso Robles and Santa Barbara County.  The 
focus is on small production from some of the best vineyards on the Central Coast. 

“Mac” became a complete food and wine geek in his early twenties.  This led him to frequent sojourns to 
the Central Coast, where he became a quick study of the burgeoning wine scene.  Mac’s first vintage was 
2002.  His enthusiasm for the local vineyards in Paso Robles and Santa Barbara County was matched by 
the lure of the Rhône Valley.  Mac’s own wines received overnight praise from the wine press-at-large.  
With a keen eye on the future of California Vineyards and a respectful nod to the Old World, Mac 
continues to impress as one of the most progressive and even-handed winemakers on the Central Coast. 

 

 

*** 

 

70% Syrah, 9% Mourvèdre, 8% Grenache, 5% Cabernet Sauvignon, 3% Petite Sirah, 3% Zinfandel, 2% 
Clairette Blanche. 

 
92 Jeb Dunnuck - The 2017 Beautiful Earth Red is an outstanding blend of 70% Syrah, 9% Mourvèdre, 
8% Grenache, and the balance a mix of other varieties. This forward, sexy wine is loaded with notions of 
dark fruits, ground pepper, and bouquet garni. Medium to full-bodied, upfront and ready to go, it’s 
another opulent wine from McPrice Myers that will drink nicely for 7-8 years." 
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Andre Clouet Champagne Brut Rose  
Champagne, France 
 

Jean-François Clouet, who was born and raised in Bouzy, still lives in the 17th century village house built 

by his ancestors. As his family were the official printers to Louis XV’s Royal Court at Versailles, Jean-

Francois takes great pride in his family lineage.  He is also well aware of the influence his family has 

contributed to the grand and tumultuous history of the region. Acknowledging the privilege and 

significance of his standing, he strives to continually improve upon the estate and wines by drawing from 

its past as well as implementing changes that ultimately improve the quality of his wines.   

The domaine’s 8ha (20 acres) of Grand Cru vineyards are situated in the coveted middle slopes of 

Ambonnay and Bouzy.  They make a full range of Champagnes, culminating in the glorious Cuvée 1911, 

which is comprised of 100% Pinot Noir from Clouet’s ten best lieux-dits in Bouzy.   

The wines of André Clouet offer remarkable complexity with notably creamy textures due to Jean-

François’ tradition of extended aging on the lees. 

 

*** 

 

100% Pinot Noir. The nose on this wine shows quite a bit of strawberry and yeast with an 

intense note of field fresh strawberry.  The palate is very balanced with moderate acidity and an 

excellent seam of cream.   Generous and fine this Champagne achieves both structure and 

opulence yet remains focused.  Plenty of bright red fruit and very obviously Pinot Noir.  Yet all 

the pleasure points that make Champagne so special are woven throughout.   

. 
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Schramsberg Mirabelle Brut Sparkling Wine  
California 
 

In 1965, Jack and Jamie Davies established Schramsberg as a sparkling wine estate on the property 
originally founded in 1862 by German immigrant Jacob Schram. At a time when there were only 22 
bonded wineries in Napa Valley and fewer than 100 acres of California vineyards planted to Chardonnay 
and Pinot Noir, they set out to make world-class sparkling wine in the true méthode champenoise style. 
Theirs was the first California winery to provide a Blanc de Blancs in 1965 followed by a Blanc de Noirs 
in 1967. Now their son Hugh Davies, who was born the same year the Davies arrived at Schramsberg, 
leads the winery’s management and winemaking team. 
 
The Schramsberg estate is tucked into Napa Valley’s famed Diamond Mountain, a few miles south of the 
town of Calistoga. Tall trees and lush vegetation surround this registered historic landmark, 
painstakingly restored by the Davies family. A Victorian house built by Jacob Schram in 1875, the winery, 
an old barn, and historic caves hand-dug in the 1880s remain virtually unchanged since Schram’s days. 
The Schramsberg estate totals 220 acres with 43 acres planted to vines. 
 
Schramsberg Vineyards blends Pinot Noir and Chardonnay harvested from a broad array of cool-climate 
vineyard sources, including Napa-Carneros, Sonoma-Carneros, Mendocino County and the Sonoma and 
Marin coastal areas. The winemakers draw from 120 vineyard blocks covering 371 acres to create 220 
base wines each year. These wines are then used to create Schramsberg’s nine distinctive sparkling 
wines. 
 
Mirabelle is Schramsberg’s multi-vintage brut sparkling wine. This young, bright bubbly exhibits the 
crisp acidity and vibrant green apple/citrus fruit that is characteristic of cool-climate Chardonnay. Pinot 
Noir adds body to the palate and further depth of fruit flavor. Unlike our vintage bottlings, Mirabelle gains 
unique richness from blending additions of aged base wines, stored in barrels and tanks at the winery 
from prior vintages. These older lots add significant palate richness and aromatic complexity. 

 
 

*** 
 
 
56% Chardonnay, 44% Pinot Noir.  This Mirabelle Brut has generous fruitful aromas of pear, tangerine 
and ripe peach, followed by nuances of vanilla and star anise. In the mouth, there are flavors of mandarin 
orange, stone fruit and yellow apple. The palate is crisp on entry with a citrus acidity and a lingering 
finish.  
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2017 El Esteco Malbec Don David Reserve  
Argentina 
 
Bodega El Esteco, founded in 1892 by David Michel and Gabriela Torino, is located in the Calchaqui Valley, 
which is in Argentina’s far northwest province of Salta. With over 1,500 acres of vineyards in what is 
known as the world’s highest growing region for wine, the Calchaqui Valley, Bodega El Esteco’s wines are 
reflective of their place of origin. The vineyards start at 5,500 feet in elevation and rising to over 6,600 
feet above sea level. Bordered by two mountain ranges— the Quilmes to the west and the Aconquija to 
the east create a natural barrier and microclimate. 
 
Abundant sunshine, little rainfall, combined with high altitude create a recipe for a winemaker’s paradise. 
The region sees as little as six-eight inches of rain a year so irrigation is a must, allowing the winemaking 
and viticulture teams to irrigate as they see fit. Abundant sunshine 330-340 days a year, allows the grapes 
to achieve optimal ripeness; while the cool nights allow for proper acid levels to be achieved for a 
balanced wine in the end. All the grapes are hand-harvested and benefit from sustainable and 
environmentally friendly viticulture. 
 
The Don David range are the flagship wines of the Bodega El Esteco estate named in homage to the winery 
founder David Michel.  Each selection in the Don David range is sourced from entirely estate owned 
vineyards throughout the Cafayate Valley. Vineyards sit at elevations well above 3,000 feet with many 
sitting above 6,000 feet. The power of the sun at these elevations combined with very little moisture or 
pests leads to wines of unique purity and concentration. 
 
Concentration and varietal expression are the goals of both the red and white wines in this range. The 
red wines undergo a 5 hour thin covering maceration which extracts additional concentration followed 
by more than a week of cold maceration in steel tank and 9 months in the cellars in a combination of 
French and American oak. 
 
 
 
 

*** 
 
The flagship red varietal of Argentina. This wine shows plum, red fruits, spicy black cherries and cassis 
with toasted oak notes on the nose and palate. Ripe fruit and linear acidity balance strong but soft, ripe 
tannins. 
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2015 Uvaggio Montagna Nera  
El Dorado, California 
 
 
Uvaggio makes wine in California from grape varieties indigenous to Italy and the south of France with 
the underlying theory that if California has a climate which is great for growing Mediterranean varietals, 
why not take advantage of it?   
 
The Uvaggio wines are expressions that are steeped in California's traditions with a nod towards 
European restraint.  As a result, Uvaggio wines tend to be a contemporary synthesis of these two 
approaches.  Inspired by the unique foothill grown red blends crafted by Montevina in the mid 1970’s, 
Uvaggio has experimented for two vintages before bottling their own interpretation, using El Dorado 
fruit for a new millennium update. 
 

*** 
 
53% Zinfandel, 37% Barbera, 10% other reds.  Elegant and intriguing; spicy and toasty oak aromas, 
mingling with the aromas and flavors of black cherry and blackberry, plus a hint of vanilla; with a focused 
attack; very complete and nuanced, having a long finish. 
 
 
 
 


