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Grand Cru  

2016 Round Pond Estate Cabernet Sauvignon Rutherford – 69.98 

2017 Testarossa Pinot Noir Doctor's Vineyard – 59.98 

*** 

Sparkle 
Doyard-Mahe Brut Champagne Blanc de Blancs Empreinte Vertus Premier Cru – 54.98 

Roederer Estate Brut Sparkling Wine Anderson Valley – 24.98 

 

*** 

Ultimate Reds 
2015 Keenan Merlot Napa Valley – 39.98 

2016 Rocca di Frassinello Le Sughere di Frassinello Toscana DOC – 23.98 

*** 

Vintage Values 
2017 Camigliano Rosso di Montalcino DOC – 18.98 

2016 Calera Chardonnay Central Coast – 24.98 

www.vintagewinemerchants.com 
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2016 Round Pond Estate Cabernet Sauvignon Rutherford  
Napa Valley, California 
 
It’s the Rutherford dust, that magical flavor in the wines from Round Pond that put them on the map. 
Way back in 1982 Bob MacDonnell and his wife “retired” and bought what is now probably impossible; 
400 acres of land smack dab in the middle of Rutherford. Bob, reminisced often about his childhood and 
spending his summers relaxing and camping next to Lake Frederick in West Point, NY, named the 
vineyards Round Pond as a nod to simpler times. The large amount of land is planted to more than just 
grapes, there are many varieties of citrus trees, and olive trees that both produce world class oils that are 
made on the property, as well as super-premium red wine vinegars using the revered Orleans Method. 
While a fair amount of the land is devoted to vineyards, only 2% of the vines are dedicated to their estate 
wines and the rest is contracted out to various other producers in Napa. It wasn’t until 2002 that Round 
Pond started making their own estate wines, realizing accolades on their very first release. 
 
When Bob retired for real this time, he passed the wineries day-to-day business to his son and daughter, 
Miles and Ryan. Both professionals in the business world prior to running the winery, but with a solid 
memory of growing up in the vines and having a touch of farmers blood in their veins, they are dedicated 
to continue the legacy of making world class wines.  
 

*** 
 
 
92 Vinous - Round Pond's 2016 Cabernet Sauvignon Estate (Rutherford) is gorgeous. Supple, racy and 
super-expressive, the Estate is once again one of the very best Napa Valley Cabernets readers will find in 
its price range. Black cherry, chocolate, mocha, tobacco and leather add nuance, but it is the wine's 
balance and sense of harmony that really elevated the Estate. This is just a fabulous bottle of wine. 
 
89% Cabernet Sauvignon, 9% Petit Verdot, 7% Malbec, 1% Merlot.    
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2017 Testarossa Pinot Noir Doctor's Vineyard 
Santa Lucia Highlands, California 
 
 
Testarossa was started by Rob and Diana Jensen, two former high-tech marketing and sales professionals 
in the Bay Area. At the time the two were simply ready to dive headfirst into their creation after opening 
their first winery in their garage in 1993. Today, the couple have taken Testarossa to new heights and 
partnerships, cultivating intimate relationships with winegrowers all over Northern California.  
 
For this particular wine, Rob and Diana work closely with the Hahn family to grow 40 acres of Pinot Noir 
across Doctor’s Vineyard in the Santa Lucia Highlands. The vineyard is located at about 350-450 ft. in 
elevation with a Southeastern exposure, reminiscent of the sloping hills in Burgundy and just as 
incredible.  Certified sustainable. 
 

*** 
 
Crisp at the beginning with notes of cherry, raspberry, cranberry, and lemon, this vintage slides easily 
into its darker aromas of boysenberry and currant. After aeration appears a few more flowery notes of 
jasmine, sage, and violet mixed with the oaky spice of 11.5 months of barrel aging in 100% French Oak.  
 
Dark red hue. Engaging aromas of sage, ripe cherry, roasted strawberry, and ripe raspberry. With 
swirling, notes of lemon thyme, anise, and jasmine add some floral notes. Upon taste, the flavor profile 
meanders towards red fruits and citrus. With a plush, lively, and balanced mouthfeel, the bright acidity 
pairs nicely with the complex, youthful, and pure finish. 
 
94 Somm Journal - Soft cherry nose; silky and smooth texture, bright cherry and raspberry fruit anchored 
by a firm base of lively acidity; juicy, fresh and long. 
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Doyard-Mahe Brut Champagne Blanc de Blancs Empreinte Vertus Premier Cru 
Champagne, France 
 
 
The family has an illustrious history of grape growing in Champagne spanning four generations 
in the Premier Cru village of Vertus, located at the southern tip of the Côte des Blancs 
 
Carole Doyard’s great-Grandfather, Maurice Doyard was the co-founder of the CIVC (Comité 
interprofessionnel du vin de Champagne) in 1941. The winery was founded in 1970 and it is 
situated at the old family home, the Moulin d’Argensole, since 1952. The family built the house, 
which is surrounded by one of the most beautiful gardens around with a roaring creek running 
through it. The winery sits on an adjacent lot and the cellars are modestly located under the 
family home.  
 
The estate has 6 hectares of Chardonnay (90%)and Pinot Noir (10%) vines producing 60.000 
bottles a year practicing ‘viticulture raisonnée’. With the exception of the Rosé all of their 
Champagnes are made with 100% Chardonnay grapes. They manage to keep the acidity at an 
incredibly high level, which gives the wine great finesse, elegance and a crisp mineral quality. 
 
This is a Champagne House run by women. Carole is in charge with the help of her mother, 
Martine Doyard, and her aunt Odile. Her father, Philippe Doyard, keeps a low profile!  
 
The village of Vertus is a Premier Cru village in the southern part of the Cotes de Blancs.  It’s 
grown to around 90% Chardonnay.    
  
 
 
 

*** 
 
 
Light golden color, with pale green tints.  The nose displays generous aromas of stone fruit, pear, lemon 
citrus and nutty, forest undertones.  The palette is delicate and  crisp with rich and sensuous body.  It’s 
lovely and rewarding with a lasting minerality.   
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Roederer Estate Brut Sparkling Wine  
Anderson Valley, California 
 
Founded in 1982, Roederer Estate is nestled in Mendocino County’s fog-shrouded, Anderson Valley. As 
the California property of Champagne Louis Roederer, Roederer Estate builds upon a centuries-old 
tradition of fine winemaking. The premium grape growing region's proximity to the Pacific ocean gives 
rise to a gentle cycle of warm days and cool nights, allowing grapes to mature slowly on the vine and 
develop full varietal character. 

 

Among the very few California sparkling wine houses that only sources estate-grown fruit, Roederer 
Estate is also meticulous about all its farming decisions. The winemaking process begins with in-depth 
knowledge of the Estate soils to introduce open lyre trellis system or high density plantation, extends to 
the decision to farm vineyards organically and biodynamically, and finishes by painstakingly tracking 
grape maturity to achieve perfect balance at harvest. 

Roederer Estate’s winemaking style is based on two elements: ownership of its own vineyards and the 
addition of oak-aged reserve wines to each year’s blend or cuvée. All the grapes for the Anderson Valley 
wines are grown on the estate. Oak-aged wines from the estate’s reserve cellars are added to the blend, 
creating a multi-vintage cuvée in the traditional Louis Roederer style. 

 

Only the cuvée (first pressing of 120 gallons/ton) is used; no première or deuxième taille. The 
fermentation takes place in high-grade stainless steel tanks at 65°F. Zero to minimal malolactic 
fermentation is used in order to ensure the wines age well and retain the fresh, precise and well-defined 
style that is one of the characteristics of Roederer Estate wines. 

 

*** 

 

60% Chardonnay, 40% Pinot Noir.   Roederer Estate Brut is crisp and elegant with complex pear, spice 
and hazelnut flavors. It is fresh and lightly fruity with great finesse and depth of flavor.  
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2015 Keenan Merlot  
Napa Valley, California 
 

We tend to think of Keenan Winery as one of the best-kept secrets in Napa, actually California. Here is a 
winery that constantly gets high scores, vintage after vintage, it’s located in the prime real estate within 
Napa, and yet…you never really see this wine very often, and we’re happy about that! We like to keep 
secrets only to share them with our loyal wine club members, so we thought we’d share this one with 
you. 

The winery really got its start nearly a hundred years ago as a pre-prohibition winery called Conradi 
Winery. Located in the heart of Spring Mountain, Peter Conradi planted nearly 100 acres of Zinfandel and 
Syrah on terraced vineyards. But, like most alcohol based business during prohibition it didn’t make 
survive. The property was nearly forgotten about until Robert Keenan purchased the run down shell of 
a winery in 1974. The vineyard had over grown with trees and brush, and there was very little left of the 
original buildings used to make the wine. Robert hired everyone from contractors, to vineyard managers, 
to engineers and started re-building the winery to its former glory. Ripping out all the trees, rocks and 
brush from the Mayacamas plateau 1,700ft up, he planted nearly 50 acres of Merlot, Cabernet, 
Chardonnay and Cab Franc, and by 1977 the property was ready to start production just in time for 
harvest that fall.  

Keenan, never looked back from there, Chardonnay was the first wines to be produced and quickly drew 
attention-winning awards almost immediately. Once the Cabernet vines grew into maturity, the wines 
garnished attention right away and in 1978, the wines were voted the best California Cabernet in the 
vintage. Shortly after that, the 1986 Cabernet was listed as the 42nd top Cabernet in the world! Not to 
mention that Keenan’s Merlots were placed up against the famous Bordeaux Merlot house of Petrus, in 
1988 and reached a virtual draw, achieving world-class status. 

The 2015 Keenan Merlot is composed of sixty eight percent Keenan Estate Merlot. Thirty two percent of 
the wine is Merlot fruit harvested from the Napa Carneros region. After hand harvesting, the grapes were 
de-stemmed, then inoculated with Montrachet yeast. Fermentation ranged from ten to fourteen days. 

*** 

92 Wine Advocate - Medium garnet-purple in color and composed of 100% Merlot, the 2015 Merlot offers 
a plums, blackberries and dried flowers-scented nose with touches of mossy bark and garrigue. Showing 
good expression in the medium-bodied mouth with plenty of plumy fruit, it finishes long and spicy. 
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2016 Rocca di Frassinello Le Sughere di Frassinello Toscana DOC  
Maremma Toscana, Italy 
 

The Rocca di Frassinello project was inspired by a very simple idea – or should we say a very simple 
need: to replicate the model of excellence set in motion by the Castellare di Castellina winery in a new 
region.   Rocca of Frassinello was born in the heart of the Tuscan Maremma, between Bolgheri to the 
north and Scansano (the Morellino area) to the south.  It is an exciting international project conceived 
with the partnership of Les Domaines Baron de Rothschild-Lafite and Castellare.    It is a great partnership 
bringing together Castellare’s experience in the growing and vinification of the prince of Tuscan vine 
species, Sangiovese, and Lafite’s experience of the classic French species Cabernet (Franc and 
Sauvignon), Merlot, Petit Verdot, Shiraz etc. to produce three wines in what can be considered as a 
meeting of the best of Italy and France.    

 

The Le Sughere di Frassinello is the second label behind the marquee, Rocca di Frassinello.   A wine of 
great substance, in which Sangioveto and the international grape varieties of Cabernet and Merlot fuse 
for an ideal Italian-French creation.   Floral notes at the nose and very expressive from start to finish. 

 
*** 

 
 
25% Merlot, 25% Cabernet Sauvignon, 50% Sangioveto.   Deep ruby color, with a broad bouquet of red 
fruits. It has great substance in the mouth, with soft and round tannins and a long and enveloping finish.  
 
93 Wine Spectator  - Wild rosemary, thyme and camphor aromas lead off, with concentrated flavors of 
blackberry and black currant. An iron edge sinks in as this unfolds to the long, staining finish. Sangiovese, 
Cabernet Sauvignon and Merlot.   
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2017 Camigliano Rosso di Montalcino DOC  
Montalcino, Italy 
 
Camigliano is one of the most historic estates in Montalcino. Acquired in 1957 by entrepreneur Walter 
Ghezzi, Camigliano was converted over time to the production of high quality wines, in particular of 
Brunello di Montalcino. The 1,300 acre estate is planted with over 220 acres of vineyards, 200 of which 
are Sangiovese vineyards. 
 
His son Gualtiero put a lot of effort into the modernizing the company. Through the construction of a new 
subterranean cellar and the demolition of the previous building, Camigliano restored streets and 
panoramic views, and regained an astonishing landscape of the high Maremma for the medieval town of 
32 residents. 
 
The new cellar is fully equipped with modern technology. Its exposure together with its ventilating 
system ensures a consistent, cool temperature and ideal humidity. Wine is kept in tubs with refrigerating 
bands with a total capacity of 4,000 hectoliters. There are also Slavonian oak barrels with a capacities of 
up to 150 hectoliters that give the right amount of oak influence while retaining the distinct character of 
this Montalcino microclimate. 
 
Camigliano’s annual production of 350,000 bottles is predominantly Rosso di Montalcino and Brunello 
di Montalcino. Camigliano also makes a limited production of Gualto Brunello di Montalcino Riserva and 
Campo ai Mori Sant’Antimo. 
 
 
 

*** 
 
100% Sangiovese.  It has a good acidity and smooth texture, well balanced between tannin and alcohol. 
The after taste id fruity and mineral, with a good persistence 
 
91 James Suckling - There’s good blue fruit to this with violets, bilberries and spices. Medium body, 
undertones of fresh citrus and a medium-chewy finish. From organically grown grapes. 
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2016 Calera Chardonnay 
Central Coast, California 
 
 
Calera is one of the pioneer producers of Pinot Noir in California. Founded by Josh Jensen in 1974, Calera 
has established a stellar record for producing wonderful Pinot Noir in the Gavilan Mountains west of 
Chalone in what is now know as the Mt. Harlan AVA (American Viticultural Area). The wines age 
beautifully and have a wonderful and balanced expression of the fruit. Later in the 1980s Calera was one 
of the first wineries in California to plant Viognier. In the 1980s Chardonnay was also added. And, more 
recently Calera was one of the first wineries in California to plant Aligoté.   This is a great California 
winery with a proven track record of making consistently excellent wines and age worthy Pinot Noir and 
Chardonnay. 
 
 
Calera is a vision, and Calera’s wines truly express the sense of place. Rather than follow the 
recommended path, Josh Jensen became a pioneer in American Pinot Noir. Taking his cue from the great 
domaines of Burgundy, which have grown grapes in limestone soil for centuries, he set out in search of 
the perfect spot in California to create wines unique to the world but in the style of the greatest wines of 
France. Site selection was vital as he ventured off the grid to plant on the site of an old limekiln in the 
Gavilan Mountains of California's Central Coast. Today Calera wines still express that pioneer spirit and 
are revered the world over. We are proud to report that even Robert Parker is convinced: "Calera is one 
of the most compelling Pinot Noir specialists of not only the New World, but of Planet Earth." 
 

*** 
 
Vibrant and inviting, this wine captures the essence of Chardonnay grown on the cool, windswept Central 
Coast. Aromas of jasmine, vanilla bean and passion fruit rise from the glass revealing this wine’s youthful 
charm. On the beautifully fruit-driven palate, layers of green apple, grapefruit and pineapple are framed 
by subtle oak and a refreshing acidity that carry the flavors to a bright, focused finish. 


