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Grand Cru  

2017 Vineyard 29 Cabernet Sauvignon Cru – $64.98 

2017 Domaine Laroche Chablis Les Vaudevay 1er Cru – $54.98 

*** 

Sparkle 

Coutier Champagne Brut Blanc de Blancs – $55.98 

Paul Laurent Champagne Brut Cuvee du Fondateur – $29.98 

 

*** 

Ultimate Reds 

2017 Whitehall Lane Cabernet Sauvignon Rassi Sonoma Valley – $29.98 

2018 Decoy Cabernet Sauvignon Limited – $27.98 

*** 

Vintage Values 

2017 Miguel Torres Ribera del Duero Crianza Celeste – $21.98 

2015 Zahariche Miura Rioja 1842 – $25.98 

 

Refer to www.vintagewinemerchants.com/blog/news for your notes. 

  

http://www.vintagewinemerchants.com/blog/news
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2017 Vineyard 29 Cabernet Sauvignon Cru   
Napa Valley, California 
 
Vineyard 29 is located a few miles north of the town of St. Helena in the western foothills of the 

Mayacamas mountains with a really unique address:  2929 Highway 29 (2929 St. Helena 

Highway North).   This “bench land” is some of the most coveted terroir in this particular part of 

the valley; Grace Family Vineyards are immediate neighbors and several other premium 

vineyard sites are also located nearby including Colgin’s Tychson Hill property. 

The estate consists of the vineyards at the winery in addition to the nearby 8.75 acre Aida 

vineyard.   Historically known since the 20’s to produce a variety of wines, from Petit Sirah to 

Zinfandel, the vineyard is currently planted with Cabernet, Merlot, Petit Verdot and Zinfandel.  

The winery also produces a line of “Cru” wines which are produced from purchased fruit sourced 

from long term contracts and partnerships from vineyards throughout California and Oregon 

wine country.   The CRU Cabernet is deeply rooted in the vineyards of St. Helena that surround 

the Vineyard 29 estate, with about 60% of the fruit coming from neighboring growers.  

The grapes are hand-selected to balance of the blend from different parts of the valley to layer 

together a delicious, well-rounded and beautifully balanced wine that expresses the nuance and 

character of the Napa Valley.  Fourteen vineyards play a role in the CRU bottling, including valley 

floor and mountain Cabernet and Malbec, valley floor Petit Verdot and Merlot, and bench land 

Cabernet Franc blocks, which all contribute to the juicy approachability and great structure of 

CRU Cabernet. 

*** 

87% Cabernet Sauvignon, 6% Merlot, 3% Cabernet Franc, 2% Petite Verdot, 2% Malbec.    

Gorgeous aromatic profile opens with chocolate-covered blueberries and warm raspberry 

cobbler.  Offers fragrant violet and perfumed aromas along with cocoa powder, chocolate 

covered blueberries and crème de cassis on the nose. Full bodied, mouth-watering acidity, a 

touch of fresh tobacco leaf, hints of wet slate, and a dark blue and black fruit-driven profile fill 

out the mid-palate and lead to juicy, supple, fine grain tannins and a long, drawn out finish. 
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2017 Domaine Laroche Chablis Les Vaudevay 1er Cru 
Chablis, France 
 
Domaine Laroche is directly linked to the history of Chablis. One of the most respected and largest 

landholders of Grand Cru vineyard, Domaine Laroche owns 90 hectares of vineyard situated amongst the 

best crus.   

Like all white Burgundy, only Chardonnay grapes are grown in Chablis. The region is at the northernmost 

section of Burgundy, separated from the Côte d’Or by the hills of the Morvan and closer in latitude to 

Champagne than to the rest of Burgundy. Chablis’ grand cru and premier cru Chardonnay vineyards are 

planted primarily on the region’s unique Kimmeridgian soil — a mixture of clay, chalk and fossilized 

oyster shells — renowned for producing crisp, minerally, precise and elegant wines that have become 

prized throughout the world. 

Domaine Laroche owns a total of nearly 90 hectares (222 acres) spread out across the entire region, 
including 6 hectares (14.83 acres) of grands crus, 21 hectares (52 acres) of premiers crus, 63 hectares 
(156 acres) of Chablis. 
 
Vaudevey can also be written in three words: “Vau,” “de,” and “Vey.” These words refer to the “Valley,” or 
“Vau,” of the “Vey,” which comes from the Latin word “Vadum,” which translates to “humid place” because 
of the river that used to flood the entrance of the valley.    Domaine Laroche is one of only three 
proprietors in Les Vaudevey, owning 24.61 acres of the 102.13 acres premier cru vineyard. Planted on 
steep slopes of 640 to 771 feet with an eastern to southeastern exposure, the vines enjoy morning to 
early afternoon sun. The coolest valley of the Domaine Laroche vineyard—always the last one to be 
harvested. 
 

*** 
 
Bright gold in color. Hints of minerality layered with citrus notes of lemon peel. Nervy, racy and lively. 
You can enjoy it by the glass, with oysters, seafood and smoked salmon. Also, pairs well with Asian food 
and light cheese.  

If you ever find yourself in Chablis, there is a fabulous, 

not-too-fussy  restaurant on the ground floor of the Do-

maine.   Though its been a few years since I’ve been, 

I’ve been longing for a re-visit.  https://aufilduzinc.fr/ 
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Coutier Champagne Brut Blanc de Blancs  

Champagne, France  
 
The Coutier family has long-established roots in the village of Ambonnay. There is a document 
showing that a Coutier was baptized in the village’s church in 1619, and another from before the 
French Revolution demonstrating that Coutier’s family was growing vines here as early as 1760. 
Even their beautiful, old, half-timbered house on a quiet side street in Ambonnay has a long fa-
milial history: René Coutier, the current proprietor, says that his family has lived on this prop-
erty for five or six generations, and he remembers the compound and its gardens as being his 
grandmother’s farm when he was a child. Coutier’s grandfather had a press and was already 
bottling sparkling champagne in 1901, as well as pressing grapes for Charles Heidsieck and 
other firms.  
 
This business was brought to a halt during World War II, but Coutier’s father, who took over the 
estate in 1947, began to build it up again, and he was the first in this pinot-dominated village to 
plant chardonnay vines. René Coutier began making wine at the estate in 1971, and officially 
took charge of it in 1983. 
 

*** 
 
100% Chardoanny.  Coutier’s Brut Blanc de Blancs Grand Cru is one of the great under the radar 
gems in Champagne. Brisk and finely cut, the Blanc de Blancs captures a striking juxtaposition 
of Ambonnay richness and Chardonnay citrus/mineral-driven cut.  – Vinous Media 
  

 

This wine has special significance at the Vintage Wine Merchants.  Coincidentally, Coutier 

Champagne was being served by the glass at the fancy restaurant on the evening that Vintage 

Vinny proposed Mrs. Vintage Wine Merchants.   While Vinny was a nervous wreck and basket 

case that evening, today he remains happily married and enjoys a few bottles of R.H. Coutier 

every year.   
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Paul Laurent Champagne Brut Cuvee du Fondateur  

Champagne, France 
 
 
Gilbert Gruet, was born in Bethon, France in 1931. He grew up in a poor family, and began work-
ing at a young age. In 1952, Gilbert Gruet, along with his wife Danielle, dreamt of producing fine 
quality Champagne.  Gilbert followed his heart and in 1967 establishes Champagne Gruet et Fils, 
choosing Bethon as his choice site for Chardonnay in Champagne.    The name of the company 
was changed to Paul Laurent Champagne in the mid-1980’s. 
 
If the name Gruet sounds familiar, it is, in-fact, the same family that produces Gruet sparkling 
wine in New Mexico.  In 1983, the Gruet Family was traveling through the southwestern part of 
the US, and while in New Mexico met a group of European winemakers who had successfully 
planted vineyards in Engle, near the town of Truth or Consequences, 170 miles south of the city 
of Albuquerque. After hearing of vineyards planted there as early as the 1600s, and learning 
about the specific climate and soil conditions of the region, the Gruet Family knew they had 
found what they were looking for.  
 

*** 
 
A blend of 80% Pinot Noir and 20% Chardonnay, this wine follows traditional Champagne meth-
ods of vinification and is aged on its lees for a minimum of 18 months prior to release. The pre-
dominance of Pinot noir is apparent in the bright, berry fruit aromas and a rich, mouth-filling 
texture. The Chardonnay lends liveliness and provides its pleasantly long, clean finish.  
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2017 Whitehall Lane Cabernet Sauvignon Rassi 

Sonoma Valley, California 
 

Whitehall Lane Winery was originally started by Art Finklestein and Alan Stein in 1979 on the 
25 acre site that had first been planted back in the 1800s. They operated for over a decade before 
selling the winery to the Leonardini Family who currently operates Whitehall Lane. The 
Leonardini family purchased the winery in 1993 and that's when the awards and accolades 
began rolling in, including three wines in Wine Spectator’s Top 100.  Whitehall Lane Winery 
owns 140 acres of vineyards that are located in several of California’s most famous AVA's.  These 
vineyards can be found in the Rutherford, St. Helena, Oak Knoll District and beyond.   

 

Rassi Vineyard is located in a gravel stratum on the eastern slope of Sonoma Valley at the base 

of the Mayacamas Mountain range. This hillside location has excellent afternoon sun exposure 

throughout the long, warm summer and is ideally suited for growing Cabernet Sauvignon.  The 

grapes from this meticulously farmed vineyard have been used in countless acclaimed wines 

over the years. The property was originally part of the 1,864 acre Rancho Aqua Caliente land 

grant of General Vallejo. In the 1940s, this 16-acre parcel became part of the family ranch for the 

Claude and Evelyn Duncan family. Their grandson, Dennis Rassi, tended to the Duncan-Rassi 

Vineyard before selling it in 2012 to Whitehall Lane. 

*** 

This beautifully blended 2017 Rassi Cabernet Sauvignon is exquisitely balanced with excellent 
fruit concentration. On the nose, this wine offers ripe blackberries, crème de cassis, black cherry 
cola, black pepper, pencil shavings, and toasted chestnuts. The palate offers plush but delicate 
tannins, fresh blueberries, sweet black plums, baked berry tart, toasted bread, and has a touch 
of walnuts that linger on the finish. This offering is enjoyable today but will also evolve with 
cellar aging through 2028. 
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2018 Decoy Cabernet Sauvignon Limited 
Napa Valley, California 
 
 
Since the inaugural vintage of the 1985 Decoy Napa Valley Red Wine more than 30 years ago, 
Decoy has taken an important place in the Duckhorn family of wines. With a reputation for 
delivering great quality at a remarkable price, Decoy has established a loyal following for its 
distinctive style, which emphasizes ready-upon-release wines that are capable of expressing 
their full charm and complexity in their youth.  
 
Building on this foundation, Decoy has evolved from being a single wine that supported the 
Duckhorn Vineyards brand to being a renowned winery in its own right. Today, in addition to 
the Decoy Red, the Decoy lineup includes a Cabernet Sauvignon, Merlot, Zinfandel, Pinot Noir, 
Chardonnay and Sauvignon Blanc—all of which are Sonoma County appellation-designated and 
highlight Decoy’s commitment to producing attractively priced wines made from exceptional 
vineyard sources. 
 
The Limited Series is the new Decoy Reserve line that offers Decoy and Duckhorn wine lovers a 
glimpse of affordable luxury at a value oriented price point.  Sourced from notable grower 
vineyards as well as some Duckhorn family estate properties, it is the combination of mountain 
and valley floor fruit from the most acclaimed wine regions in Napa Valley, including Rutherford, 
Yountville, Atlas Peak, Stag’s Leap and St. Helena. 
 

*** 
 
90% Cabernet Sauvignon, 10% Merlot.  This Limited Cabernet Sauvignon is rich, intricate and 
delicious. On the palate, classic flavors of blackberry, boysenberry, cassis, dark chocolate and 
violets are framed by silky tannins and a lovely underlying energy that draws the wine to a 
bright, juicy finish. 
 
  



 

January 2021 

 

WARNING: Drinking distilled spirits, beer, coolers, wine and other alcoholic beverages may increase cancer risk, and, 
during pregnancy, can cause birth defects.  For more information go to www.P65Warnings.ca.gov/alcohol. 

 

2017 Miguel Torres Ribera del Duero Crianza Celeste  
Ribera Del Duero, Spain 
 
 

Built on 150 years of history and tradition, Familia Torres continues to be one of the most 
renowned wine producers in Spain. Torres family roots date back even further, residing in the 
Penedès region for over 300 years. Today, Familia Torres produce quality wine from 9 DOs 
across Spain showcasing the most esteemed terroirs that embody tradition and innovation. 
Miguel Torres Maczassek, the fifth generation of the family, is at the helm and upholds the family 
values of respect, cooperation, excellence, vitality and curiosity. 
 
Ribera del Duero is continental with a slight Atlantic influence, and chalky and granitic soils. It 
is flat, but at high elevation, an unusual combination that distinguishes from other wine regions 
of Spain. Hot and dry days and very cold nights, resulting in large temperature variance, make 
old vines important for the sake of consistency. 
 
 

*** 
 
100% Tinto Fino (Tempranillo) from vineyards up to 80 years old.  Deeply opaque, dark cherry 
red, with garnet highlights. Expressive aromas of black forest fruits and blueberry with 
delicious, jammy cherry coming through, and a characteristic, terroirimparted mineral nuance. 
Velvety and elegant on the palate, revealing exquisitely fine, fruit tannins, good length, and 
refined aromas of aging in toasted oak.  
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2015 Miura Rioja Zahariche 1842 
Rioja, Spain 

 

Born in the United States and raised in Spain and England, Kemiji is a graduate of the University 
of California at Davis. In addition to his Economics and Spanish Literature degrees, he studied 
Viticulture and Oenology, expanding his interest in wine and eventually leading to the formation 
of Miura Vineyards in 1995.   
 
In 1989 Kemiji became the thirteenth American to pass the Master Sommelier exam in London, 
England and one of only nine to date to pass on his first attempt.  In the same year, he received 
the “Sommelier of the Year” award by the California Restaurant Writers Association. Kemiji was 
also chosen “Wine Director of the Year” in the Critics Choice Awards, and was honored in the 
August 1999 issue of San Francisco Magazine.   
 
The Miura 1842 Rioja is a project between the Miura family (which began raising fighting bulls 
in 1842), the El Centimo winery in Rioja (a small, boutique winery) and Master Sommelier Em-
manuel Kemiji, who had the key to the winery and was able to choose any lot he wanted to make 
the wine. Zahariche is the name of the ranch where the legendary bulls are raised. 
 
Rioja in Northern Spain is best known for berry-scented, barrel-aged red wines made from Tem-
pranillo and Garnacha. It is arguably Spain's top wine region. It is certainly the most famous.  
The vineyards trace the course of the Ebro River for roughly 100 kilometers (60 miles) between 
the towns of Haro and Alfaro.   Other than Tempranillo and Garnacha, Graciano and Mazuelo 
(Carignan) are also used in red Rioja wines.  
 

*** 
 
The wine is a blend of primarily Tempranillo (60%) with Graciano (35%) and a touch of Garna-
cha (5%), made in a forward, modern, fruit-driven style without forgetting that it comes from 
Rioja.   The wine is forward and ripe reflecting the warm year.  Nicely balanced with some dark 
cherry, plum and stone aromas. The palate is medium-bodied and reveals fine-grained tannins.    
 
  

 

 


