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Grand Cru  

2016 Duckhorn Cabernet Sauvignon Napa Valley – 63.98 

2017 Domaine Francois Gaunoux Meursault Clos des Meix Chavaux – 54.98 

*** 

Sparkle 
Charles Heidsieck Brut Rose Champagne Reserve – 64.98 

Ferrari Brut Trenta DOC – 19.98 

 

*** 

Ultimate Reds 
2017 Mer Soleil Pinot Noir Reserve Santa Lucia Highlands – 45.98 

2017 Marchesi di Barolo Dolcetto Servaj – 17.98 

*** 

Vintage Values 
2015 Kara Wines Cabernet Sauvignon -  Cabernet Franc – 29.98 

2016 Salwey Spatburgunder Pinot Noir – 19.98 
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2016 Duckhorn Cabernet Sauvignon  
Napa Valley, California 
 
Co-founded by Dan and Margaret Duckhorn in 1976, Duckhorn Vineyards has spent almost forty years 
establishing itself as one of North America’s premier producers of Napa Valley wines. From its modest 
inaugural vintage of 800 cases of Cabernet Sauvignon and 800 cases of Merlot in 1978, to its addition of 
Sauvignon Blanc in 1982, Duckhorn Vineyards has crafted a tradition of quality and excellence that 
continues today. 
 
2016 offered another near-perfect vintage in Napa Valley! While much-needed rain during the winter 
months helped to replenish our reservoirs, a dry spring and summer, with moderate temperatures and 
plenty of sunshine, led to another early harvest. Our first white grapes came into the winery on August 
3rd, with the remainder of our whites following at an even, steady pace. A few weeks of ideally timed 
cool weather in early September provided additional hangtime, yielding bright acids and beautifully 
articulated flavors in our early ripening reds. Warm, dry weather for the remainder of the season allowed 
the rest of our grapes to develop rich, concentrated flavors, with polished tannins and wonderful 
complexity. 
 

*** 
 
86% Cabernet Sauvignon, 8% Merlot, 4% Petit Verdot, 2% Cabernet Franc.   A classic expression of Napa 
Valley Cabernet, this wine combines beautiful complexity with rich intensity. Layers of blackberry, 
huckleberry and black currants are supported by firm, dusty tannins that frame the fruit. On the palate, 
it is juicy and bright, with luxurious cassis and dark berry flavors supported by notes of fig, cardamom, 
clove and cracked black pepper that linger on the long, well-structured finish. 
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2017 Domaine Francois Gaunoux Meursault Clos des Meix Chavaux 
Meursault, France 
 
 
It’s a small estate run by daughter Claudine who is one of those strong minded vignerons who doesn't let 
critics into the cellar and doesn't let just anyone buy her cult-inspiring wines.  It’s a  winemaking family 
built on the labor of love, perseverance and a genuine respect for terroir and tradition.    
 
Domaine François Gaunoux, just ten hectares in the heart of Beaune and Meursault, farms its grapes by 
hand; Claudine says that she likes her vines to "look like a garden." Contrary to expectation, father 
François is the one who favors technological innovation--he's installed temperature-controlled vats for 
fermentation; however, daughter Claudine hews close to traditional methods, choosing minimal racking, 
limited oak, and emphasizing the fruit and terroir. The result is wine that's revelatory: dense, palate 
coating, resplendent with flavor, and absolutely imbued with Burgundy terroir. 
 
“Meix Chavaux” is a well-known lieu-dit at the northern end of Meursault, right on the outskirts of the 
village.  This parcel is enclosed with a wall (hence: “clos”) owned by Domaine Gaunoux.  It is gravelly and  
has favorable southeast disposition and produces serious wines that punch above its weight class.   
 

*** 
 
The meticulous winemaking and non-oaked approach leads to precision and focus in addition to lush 
opulence and creaminess typical of Meursault.   An intense combination of white orchard fruit, spring 
flowers, pine and a touch of citrus gives way to fine layers of stony minerality and nuttiness.  The finish 
is generous and provocative.  Quite lovely. 
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Charles Heidsieck Brut Rose Reserve  
Champagne, France 
 
In 1851, young Charles Heidsieck founded his own Champagne house in Reims.  He understood 
that the United States was an important emerging market, so he traversed America repeatedly 
north to south promoting his new brand.  The stylish entrepreneur became known lovingly as 
"Champagne Charlie." 
 
Charles-Camille was the son of Charles-Henri Heidsieck, a Champagne merchant who was 
famous for riding into Moscow on a white stallion in 1811 just ahead of Napolean's advancing 
army. Heidsieck arrived with cases of his Champagne and his order book, ready to celebrate with 
whichever side would win the upcoming battle. 
 
Charles-Henri was the nephew of Florens-Louis Heidsieck, co-founder of the Champagne house 
that eventually became Piper-Heidsieck.  1852, he leaves for the United States because he sees 
an opportunity to go where nobody has been before. He is the very first champagne merchant 
to make the journey...Champagne Charlie is born.   
 
Charles Heidsieck Champagne is distinguished by the high proportion of reserve wines in the 
Brut Réserve.  40% of the blend is comprised of reserve wines averaging 10 years old, giving the 
wine uncommon depth and complexity.    Only 60 crus from Champagne are blended to create 
Charles Heidsieck Champagnes, but the three stylistic pillars that give the Brut Réserve its 
distinct character are Grand Cru Chardonnay from Oger in the Cote des Blancs, Grand Cru Pinot 
Noir from Ambonnay in the Montagne de Reims, and the distinct Pinot Meunier from Verneuil 
in the Vallée de Marne.  
 

*** 
 
 
A sophisticated powdery pink robe with luminous glints of wild rose with delicate and vivacious bubbles.  
The subtle, yet complex nose reveals initial fragrances of home-made strawberry jame mixed with the 
fruitiness of vineyard peaches.   Warm velvety notes of gingerbread.   The deep powerful mouthfeel offers 
a burst of strawberry, raspberry and blackberry nestled in velvety whipped cream.    
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Ferrari Brut Trento Methodo Classico  
Alto-Adige, Italy 
 
Trento lies in the north-eastern region of Trentino-Alto Adige. Historically the city is known for hosting 
the Council of Trent in the 16th century.   Giulio Ferrari was born in Trentino in 1879 and can be 
described as a man that had great intuition along with faith in his territory. He attended the Istituto 
Agrario San Michele (today Edmund Mach Foundation) when the area was still part of the Austro-
Hungarian Empire and followed his studies in France, gaining experience in Champagne. 

  

During the time he spent in Champagne, Giulio understood that his Trentino had the same natural 
atributes and could be a perfect “home” for Chardonnay. In 1902 Giulio changed the history of sparkling 
wine by pioneering the very first Chardonnay-based methode champenoise wines in Italy.   Giulio’s 
challenge was to prove that it was possible to produce a high-quality Chardonnay sparkling wine outside 
of Champagne. His obsessive attention to quality was contained in each of the few thousand bottles he 
produced a year, and he didn’t have to wait to long to receive international recognition and awards.  

 

Giulio had no children and, after 50 years of important achievements, begin searching for a successor. In 
1952 he entrusted his dream to Bruno Lunelli, friend and owner of a wine shop in Trento.  Bruno Lunelli 
was equally passionate and had an additional great entrepreneurial talent. He extended the Chardonnay 
plantation and increased the production, without jeopardizing the quality. With Bruno and his family the 
obsessive attention to quality that Giulio instilled in his wines became a tradition and Ferrari’s 
distinguishing feature. Ferrari became the market leader in Italy.   Today, the third generation of the 
Lunelli family is committed to upholding the tradition and innovation of the sparkling wine from the 
mountain.  

 

*** 

 

100% Chardonnay.  A lively, bright straw yellow. The perlage is fine and persistent.   A fresh and intense 
bouquet, with a broad fruity note of ripe Golden Delicious apples, white flowers and a delicate scent of 
yeast, deriving from more than two years’ ageing in bottle.  Harmonious and well-balanced, with a faint 
suggestion of ripe fruit and attractive hints of crusty bread. 
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2017 Mer Soleil Pinot Noir Reserve  
Santa Lucia Highlands, California 
 

Mer Soleil is named after its two prominent natural growing conditions of the Santa Lucia Highlands, sea 
(mer) and sun (soleil). This coastal appellation of Monterey County gives way to high quality Chardonnay 
and Pinot Noir as mornings and evenings pull in fog from the nearby Monterey bay, while the afternoons 
provide bright, warm sunlight.  The Santa Lucia Highlands is well-known as the perfect home for both 
these varietals. Grapes ripen slowly, enabling wine of heightened complexity, with layers of aromas and 
flavors.  
 
 
Mer Soleil vineyards sit slightly South of what we believe is the “line of demarcation,” beyond which is 
too cool and moist to grow Chardonnay and Pinot Noir.  Afternoon wind is intense enough to protect the 
grapes from staying too fog-moist. In these conditions, our grapes mature slowly and evenly. The unique 
combination of the sea and sun provide cool and dry growing conditions, developing the rich, complex 
flavors for long lasting wines. 
 

*** 

 

A rich, deep red – the color of Bing cherries – this wine opens with scents of dark berries, pomace, and 
the woodiness of a hiking path in a redwood forest. Soft, powdery traces of old-fashioned lipstick add an 
intriguing element to the nose. Entry is smooth, with bright cherry flavors and a “berry basket” of 
blueberries, strawberries, and raspberries. Pomace and brown spice infuse the palate, which is round 
and coats the mouth. An initial flash of fruit gives way to soft tannins, natural acidity, and an evocative 
earthy character. The finish is unusually long, with hints of cranberry adding an unexpected note to the 
mix of this wine’s many layers. 
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2017 Marchesi di Barolo Dolcetto Servaj 
Langhe, Italy 
 
Early in the 19th century, the Marchese Carlo Tancredi Falletti di Barola and his wife, Giulia established 
the estate and started producing wines. The cellars are within the town of Barolo in the Renaissance 
castle, and surrounding the castle is approximately 110ha of vineyards in the Langhe, some of the finest 
in all of Piedmont.  The Marchesi had no children, and the usual tradition of passing on the family business 
wasn’t possible, so before they died, they arranged to have the estate donated to charity. The winery 
would continue production, but all the proceeds would be used to fund the Opera Pia Barolo, a charity 
that helped the needy in the nearby town of Torino. The charity still exists, but the winery was sold to 
Emilio Pietro Abbona, after working for the family estate in 1929. He worked tirelessly to promote the 
region, the wines and the estate until he was eventually known to be the “undisputed patriarch of Barolo” 
The estate is still a family owned business and is run by the great-grandson and 5th generation wine 
maker, Ernesto Abbona and his wife Anna.  
 
The estate is focused on making Nebbiolo, Barbera, Dolcetto, Arneis and Cortese – the most prestigious 
grapes of the Langhe. With control of over 110ha of vines, 45, which are all estate, and 25 of those, are in 
the commune of Barolo. The Marchesi di Barolo maintains a historic cellar with over 40,000 bottles of 
Barolo with vintages dating back to 1859. 
 
“Servaj” (pronounced: Ser-vai) is Piedmontese dialect, for both “wild” and “creative”, a name chosen for 
this new and young wine from Marchesi di Barolo.   Dolcetto is one of the most characteristic grapes of 
Piedmont, a region famed world-wide for top-quality red-wine production. The name means “little sweet 
one”, due to the grape’s low acidity, relative to other red grapes from the region (Nebbiolo and Barbera).  
 
Grapes are sourced from the best Dolcetto vineyards in the Langhe (Barolo, La Morra, Alba e Castiglione 
Falletto). These hillside vineyards are located on soils with a rich presence of quartz, sand and limestone 
and are the source of the wine’s fresh and fruit-forward aromas. Yields are 60 hectoliters per hectare and 
harvest generally occurs in the first two weeks of September. 
 

*** 
 
Servaj is bright ruby-red in color with violet notes and distinctive maraschino cherry aromas. This fresh, 
medium bodied wine with a velvety feel on the palate is excellent on its own due to the low acidity and 
also pairs well with cured and light meats and pasta with tomato-based sauces. 
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2016 Salwey Spatburgunder Pinot Noir  
Baden, Germany 
 
 
The Salwey estate from Oberrotweil in the Kaiserstuhl area of Baden is truly a family operation, but also 
quite different. Beginning its third generation lead by Konrad Salwey, the estate is committed to the 
classic Kaiserstuhl varietals; Pinot Blanc, Pinot Gris and Pinot Noir. Konrad is known for experimentation, 
to take chances with new techniques and procedures in the interest of advancing the style of vinification. 
His particularly strong affection and passion is reserved for Pinot Gris, truly the flagship of the estate. 
 
The family winery is situated in Germany’s most sun-drenched region, known as the Kaiserstuhl atop an 
extinguished volcano not far from Switzerland and across the Rhein from Alsace. 
 
Viticultural roots of the family date back to the 18th century. The winery, however, was founded in 1950 
by Benno Salwey in Oberrotweil. In 1985 his son Wolf-Dietrich took charge. After his unexpected passing 
in a car accident in 2011 his eldest son Konrad assumed ownership and today is responsible for managing 
this 49 hectare estate. Although fully involved in the family winery since 2002, Konrad at first sorely 
missed the experience and wisdom of his father, though he has now developed a clear vision of the wines 
he wants to produce in the future. 
 

*** 
 
Crisp blackberry and red-cherry flavors are balanced neatly by savory complexities of smoke and earth 
in this elegant Pinot Noir. It's a graceful, tautly balanced wine showcasing a fresh granitic backbone and 
zesty sour-cherry acidity. Soft fine tannins accentuate its approachable style. 


