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Grand Cru  

2016 Gemstone Cabernet Sauvignon Alluvial Selection – 149.98 

2017 Castello Monaci Salice Salento Piluna – 14.98 

*** 

Sparkle 

Vueve Fourny et Fils Brut Champagne Grande Reserve Premier Cru – 39.98 

2016 Reichsrat von Buhl Spatburgunder Sekt Brut Rose – 39.98 

 

*** 

Ultimate Reds 

2016 Mad Hatter Red Wine – 59.98 

2017 Castello Monaci Salice Salento Piluna – 14.98 

*** 

Vintage Values 

2015 Von Holt Pinot Noir Hummingbird Hill Vineyard, Sonoma Coast – 39.98 

2017 Castello Monaci Salice Salento Piluna – 14.98 

www.vintagewinemerchants.com 
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2016 Gemstone Cabernet Sauvignon Alluvial Selection 
Napa Valley, California 

 
For over 25 years, the Gemstone team has applied their dedication, skill, and talent to creating wines that 
reflect the personality and soul of our vineyard.  Twenty micro-blocks within the 16-acre Gemstone 
estate are individually farmed to optimize the uniqueness of our diverse soils and numerous clonal 
selections. The resulting wines exhibit immense complexity year after year, with each vintage bringing 
forth its own distinctive nuances. 
 
The 16-acre Gemstone vineyard is truly a study in terroir. Situated on a gradual, west-facing slope in the 
Yountville Appellation of the Napa Valley, the vineyard has gravelly alluvial soil layered over sandstone 
bedrock, avoiding the vigor of deep, rich soil. 18 different blocks within the vineyard are planted to five 
Cabernet Sauvignon clones. All of the vines are densely planted on a variety of rootstocks carefully 
matched to the soil; each clonal block is farmed separately. The blocks are fermented individually as well, 
yielding a distinctive palette of fruit and flavors from which Gemstone wines are born. 
 
The Alluvial Selection Cabernet Sauvignon showcases the structure and superior terroir of the Gemstone 
vineyards. The upper blocks of the vineyard sit on volcanic deposits from the Vaca Mountain Range. 
These deposits form an alluvial fan, a unique geological feature that gives us well-draining, rocky soils 
and low yields of small, extraordinarily flavorful berries.  
 

*** 
 
The wine delivers mouth filling, sweet dark cherry across the palate with an earthy complexity. Vanilla 
and spice from the toasted oak round out the luxuriously long finish. Balanced tannins give structure to 
the juicy fullness of this wine that should age beautifully for 20+ years. 
 
93 Wine Advocate - Deep garnet-purple, the 2016 Estate ‘Alluvial Selection’ Cabernet Sauvignon comes 
bounding out of the glass with exuberant crème de cassis, chocolate-covered cherries, charcoal and 
menthol scents with touches of garrigue, smoked meats and roasted nuts. Full-bodied, concentrated 
and with wonderful brightness in the mouth, it has a fantastic line of finely grained tannins and a long, 
mint-laced finish. 
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2017 Castello Monaci Salice Salento Piluna  

Salento, Italy 

 
Castello Monaci stands out in the heart of the Salice Salentino DOC, which is located in Puglia, a region 
along the Adriatic in the “heel of the boot” of farthest southeast Italy.  Castello Monaci is a benchmark 
producer crafting wines from Southern Italy’s indigenous grapes: Primitivo, Negroamaro and Malvasia 
Nera. The region of Puglia is drenched in the most intense sunlight in all of Italy tempered only by the 
Adriatic and Ionian seas which provide constant, cooling maritime winds. This unique climate helps 
produce exquisitely balanced fruit.  
 
The Castello Monaci estate is housed in a 16th century castle with medieval foundations once run by 
Basilian monks who maintained a long winemaking tradition. Lina Memmo, whose family has owned the 
estate since the 19th century, and husband Vitantonio Seracca Guerrieri, currently own the property. 
Each vineyard parcel is cultivated, harvested—always at night to ensure the best quality of grapes—and 
vinified separately in small tanks. The area dedicated to aging wines is a spectacular barrel cellar dug out 
of the hard rock that houses 1,000 barriques and 18 French oak barrels. 
 
Castello Monaci’s cellars are surrounded by over 350 acres of vineyards, including old vine Negroamaro 
and Primitivo. In addition, they have expanded their estate with holdings near Brindisi planted with 
white varietals. Vitantonio Seracca Guerrieri, president of the estate, who for years has experimented 
with selections to enhance the native vines of Salento, supervises the work in the vineyards personally. 
 
“Piluna" translates into "pot of clay" or an ancient container used to store water or wine. 
 

*** 
 
This 100% Primitivo is grown from vineyards surrounding the ancient Castello Monaci estate. Soils are 
a blend of dry clay, volcanic gravel and limestone. Vines are forced deep in search of water, leading to 
low yields and rich, fragrant wines. 
 
Broad, ripe black fruit and spice aromas, with notes of pepper, toasty vanilla and Mediterranean scrub. 
On the palate, the wine has a robust, concentrated character, a firm structure, and small black fruit and 
licorice notes on the aftertaste.    
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Veuve Fourny & Fils Brut Champagne Grand Reserve 1er Cru 
Champagne, France 

 

Champagne Veuve Fourny & Fils has been an active family domaine since 1856. The estate is 
located in the prestigious Côte des Blancs, in the premier cru village of Vertus, an appellation 
that gives them the rare opportunity to grow Pinot Noir as well as Chardonnay. Brothers 
Charles-Henry and Emmanuel Fourny sustainably farm nearly nine hectares of vineyards and 
have been carrying on the family winegrowing tradition since 1993. Their “Clos Faubourg Notre 
Dame” is a rare jewel in Champagne, primarily due to the fact that there are few existing clos 
parcels left in the region. In this walled plot of land, their older vines benefit from a unique 
microclimate with deep, chalky subsoil and clay and limestone deposits. Southeastern sun 
exposure optimizes grape maturity in an area of France where ripe grapes are a precious 
commodity. Their other vineyards share the soil composition of the clos and get east, southeast 
and southern sun exposure. 

Veuve Fourny produces classic grower Champagne, raising pedigreed fruit, adhering to high 
standards and hand-crafting wines that showcase the chalky terroir of Vertus. All of the Fournys’ 
vineyards are farmed according to the same meticulous practices and principles, and each parcel 
is vinified individually. The Brut ages in their cellars for three years before release, the vintage 
Champagne for five years, and the Clos for nine years. The house style at Veuve Fourny is best 
characterized as classic Côte des Blancs: a fine bead, rich, deep aromatics, and a complex 
minerality emphasizing freshness and purity. The Fournys believe in minimal dosage for all of 
their Champagnes, preferring to let the individual terroirs express themselves more clearly. This 
technique, in addition to their dedication to partial malolactic fermentations in their overall 
blends, impeccable vineyard management, and their decision to age most base wine partially in 
barrel, all contribute to their unique style. 

*** 

80% Chardonnay, 20% Chardonnay from Vertus.   The Grand Réserve is the height of balance; 
the tightrope walker poised above the crowd.  Elegant and fine, yet complex and round, it 
achieves perfect harmony.   
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2016 Reichsrat von Buhl Spatburgunder Sekt Brut Rose 
Pfalz, Germany 

 
Since its founding in 1849, Reichsrat von Buhl has stood for some of the noblest Riesling from 
the best vineyards of Mittelhaardt.   It has been a family-owned winery for more than 150 years, 
and has belonged to the circle of the most prestigious wineries in Germany for just as long.  
Reichsrat von Buhl has made its wines in a terroir-dominated, timeless style that has never been 
oriented to fashion, but always to the grapes’ origins in the best soils of Deidesheim and Forst.  
Reichsrat von Buhl is certified organic, and is an active ambassador of both natural, sustainable 
viticulture and of the best German wines.  
 
It’s the story of an iconic family estate that experiences all the ups and downs of that 170 years 
will muster.   We’ve heard the story many times – it’s the story of a small winery that grows by 
marriage.  Production and quality increases are followed by international acclaim.   Then a 
childless winery owner passes on and the winery withers in limbo.  Absentee ownership, winery 
lease and then the sale to a new owner in 2013.    
 
With the new ownership came a new management team and the new management team is 
centered around Mathieu Kauffmann.    This is significant for this month’s wine club selection if 
you recognize that Kauffmann has for over 12 years served as the cellarmaster at Champagne 
Bollinger.     Along with overall improvements in winemaking quality, I think you know where 
we are going here with this month’s selection.   Cool climate Pinot Noir grapes in the hands of a 
Champagne legend.   We present to you, 2016 Reichsrat von Buhl Spatburgunder Sekt Brut 
Rose!!! 
 
 

*** 
 
100% Pinot Noir.   High-toned aromas of cherry and dusty plum that leads to a dry, round, lip-smacking 
mousse of floral and fruity salinity.   A moderate but provocative finish of soft red fruit and dusty 
minerality.   
 
 
  



 

December 2019 

 

WARNING: Drinking distilled spirits, beer, coolers, wine and other alcoholic beverages may increase cancer risk, and, 
during pregnancy, can cause birth defects.  For more information go to www.P65Warnings.ca.gov/alcohol. 

 

2016 Mad Hatter Red Wine 
Napa Valley, California 

 
Tuck Beckstoffer creates world-class wines. As the President of Tuck Beckstoffer Wines he produces a 
dozen of Napa Valley’s most exciting and sought-after wines. Working with a spectrum of varietals, Tuck 
gives the consumer unparalleled quality in a range of prices.  
  
Pioneers of the Napa Valley grape growing industry, the Beckstoffer family made the vineyards both their 
lives and their livelihood. When not playing in the vineyards, Tuck was learning about them. 1975 
marked his first harvest, and since then Tuck can’t remember a harvest when he hasn’t tasted, smelled 
and picked the fruit straight from the vine. 
 
Extensive viticultural knowledge drove a desire to learn more about the winemaking process. Studies 
with winemaking legends in wineries both at home and abroad only whetted Tuck’s appetite to create a 
wine of his own. After making Tuck Beckstoffer Cabernet Sauvignon in 1997 to critical acclaim, collectors 
and connoisseurs asked for more. That demand continues today.  The first vintage of Mad Hatter was 
made from the 2003 harvest, with the commitment of making an elegant and well-balanced Bordeaux 
blend from vineyards throughout Napa Valley. 
 
Mad Hatter is the second label of Dancing Hares Winery which released their first vintage in 2003.  
Founders Paula Brooks and Bob Cook were committed to producing beautiful wines from their estate 
vineyard in St. Helena, Napa Valley under the winemaking direction of Andy Erickson (Screaming Eagle).   
This wine is loaded with rich flavor and decadence. 
  
 

*** 
 
The deep garnet-purple colored 2016 Red Blend Mad Hatter is composed of 48% Cabernet Sauvignon, 
40% Merlot and 12% old-vine Petite Sirah. It sings of crushed red and black cherries, warm cassis and 
blueberry compote with suggestions of forest floor, camphor and Indian spices. Medium to full-bodied, 
the palate is well-poised with chewy, approachable tannins and a spicy kick to the finish. 
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2015 Von Holt Pinot Noir Hummingbird Hill Vineyard 
Sonoma Coast, California 
 
 
What does a former Secret Service agent, an accountant/dance studio owner and an attorney all have in 
common? They make the Van Holt wines of course! Chris Van Holt, former Secret Service agent for 20 
years, spent his time protecting 4 presidents, and everything that goes with being the top security force 
in the nation.   Pamela Miller, a dance instructor and owner of a San Francisco dance studio and a private 
accountant to private “well-healed” clients, but also a wine connoisseur with years of wine study.  John 
Fones, the wine maker was an attorney for 16 years in Baltimore, gave up his practice and convinced his 
wife to move to San Francisco to follow his dream of making wine and one day having his own label.   
Together, they have joined forces to create artisanal no-nonsense wines of great character and appeal.   
 
 
John and Jean Hackenburg, planters of the Hummingbird Hill Vineyard, were keenly aware of the 
potential for great Pinot Noir in their wind-swept property along Petaluma Hill Road in western Sonoma 
County.  The vineyard is ideally suited to Pinot Noir as its westerly exposure provides enough warmth to 
assure even ripening.  This warmth complements the cold Pacific Ocean winds that dominate the 
overnight hours, thus ensuring the acid levels that result in fresh, energized wines.  The steep hillside 
plantings ensure good soil drainage, resulting in smaller grapes and more intense fruit flavors. 
 

*** 
 
Gorgeous aromas of cranberries and strawberry jam lead to a medium bodied, surprisingly layered Pinot 
Noir given the lighter color and low alcohol. A generous, lip smacking finish with pleasing acidity. 
  


