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Grand Cru  

2017 Occidental Pinot Noir Freestone Occidental – 64.98 

2017 Rivers-Marie Pinot Noir Bearwallow Vineyard, Anderson Valley – 59.98 

*** 

Sparkle 
Camille Saves Brut Champagne Premier Cru Carte Blanche – 49.98 

Domaine Serol Turbullent Sparkling Rose Cote Roannaise – 23.98 

 

*** 

Ultimate Reds 
2016 Domaine Eden Pinot Noir Santa Cruz Mountains – 39.98 

2016 Chateau Flaunys Montagne Saint Emilion – 17.98 

*** 

Vintage Values 
2015 Allegrini Palazzo della Torre Veronese IGT – 17.98 

2016 Chateau Flaunys Montagne Saint Emilion – 17.98 

www.vintagewinemerchants.com 
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2017 Occidental Pinot Noir Freestone Occidental  
Sonoma, California 
 
Steve Kistler’s desire to find the perfect vineyards for Pinot Noir in California has been a driving force 
behind his winemaking ever since he founded Kistler Vineyards in 1978. Occidental Winery is his zenith. 
Occidental, on the far reaches of the western Sonoma Coast, is the place where Steve Kistler finally 
decided to put his own roots in the ground, literally and figuratively, after 35 years of experience working 
with vineyards all over California. The 80 acre property consists of three estate vineyards – Bodega 
Headlands, Occidental Station, and SWK – as well as a state-of-the-art small winery on a ridge overlooking 
the Pacific Ocean just east of the town of Bodega in Freestone-Occidental. While Steve continues to direct 
all farming and winemaking at Kistler Vineyards, he has found a home at Occidental where he, alongside 
his daughters Catherine and Elizabeth, can produce Pinot Noir with character powerful elegance for 
years to come. 
 
In the early 1980s, Kistler planted Pinot Noir vine cuttings from grand cru vineyards in Vosne-Romanée 
in order to identify which particular vines had the desired characteristics for California. He was looking 
for vines that produced smaller, looser clusters with thick enough skin to stand up to the California sun 
and, especially, the tendency to produce a good amount of millerandage, or “hens and chicks,” in most 
years. Over the following years, small batches of wine were made from each of the selected mother vines, 
and wines were evaluated for their expression of fruit and site, as well as color, acidity, low PH, and 
finesse. It took over two decades to develop and refine the field selections that were eventually planted 
at Occidental. 
 
Once Steve Kistler found the vines he was looking for, he decided that Freestone-Occidental was the right 
piece of dirt to plant. Bodega Headlands and Occidental Station were planted in the early 2000s 
exclusively to Pinot Noir. Starting in 2004, Kistler Vineyards bottled a Pinot Noir from each of these 
vineyards, naming them Cuvée Elizabeth and Cuvée Catherine, respectively, after Steve’s two daughters. 
When Occidental debuted in the 2011 vintage, these two wines were the launch point, moving over from 
Kistler to Occidental. The SWK Vineyard sits above the windy Bodega Headlands Vineyard and displays 
more masculine character than the others, as is evident in its 2012 debut vintage. “All of the sites have 
been chosen for their ability to achieve full ripeness at lower sugar levels, which is one of the basic 
concepts that underpins Occidental,” said Antonio Galloni of Vinous. The low crop levels in these 
vineyards, averaging 2 tons per acre or less, and meticulous work in the vineyards, are of critical 
importance when farming in such close proximity to the ocean and to produce wines with purity of fruit, 
intensity, balance, and delicate richness. 
 
Inside the new winery at Occidental, the grapes are handled with the utmost care. All fruit is 
harvested at night to keep the grapes at a low temperature to maintain acidity, and a high percentage of 
uncrushed whole berries are left in each fermenter. In addition, each year the blocks with more of the 
millerandage discussed earlier ferment with 20-30% whole clusters. The wine undergoes a native 
fermentation with minimal pigeage to ensure a gentle extraction, and is then transferred to French oak 
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barrels (25% new) to age in a cold underground cellar. The wine remains unracked until it is bottled, 
unfined and unfiltered, with a minimum level of SO2. 
 
If there was a Mount Rushmore of California wine, Steve Kistler would undoubtedly be firmly in the 
discussion for inclusion. Occidental Winery is the pinnacle of his decades of exploration and experience 
making wine in the Golden State, and it is an incredible example of the potential for world-class wine in 
the true Sonoma Coast. Moreover, in visiting the vineyards with Steve, it is clear how proud he is of this 
winery. He exudes passion for the place in his own reserved way, and it is apparent how excited he is 
about the future of Occidental; not only for himself, but for generations to come. 
 
The Freestone-Occidental pinot noir includes a blend of fruit from our Bodega Headlands, Occidental 
Station, and Bodega Ridge vineyards. It also shares the same winemaking techniques as our vineyard-
designated pinot noirs. All our pinot noirs are fermented with native yeasts and native Malo-Lactic 
bacteria. 
 
Our appellation wine expresses the same energy, precision, and purity of flavor that gives all of 
Occidental’s wines lift and perfume, along with the deeper soil tones that contribute to its complexity. 
Made entirely from free-run juice, it is delicious now and will develop nicely in bottle. Currently available 
in restaurants and selected retail stores. 
 
The 2017 Freestone-Occidental wine shares the same winemaking techniques as our vineyard 
designated pinot noirs. The 2017 Freestone-Occidental is a vibrant, perfumed wine with a chiseled red-
fruit character that is typical of the wines from our Bodega Headlands and Bodega Ridge properties. The 
2017 Freestone-Occidental offers a superb balance of primary red fruits and saline elements. It conveys 
outstanding energy, precision and lift in the mouth and finishes vibrant and long with discreet tannins.  
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2017 Rivers-Marie Pinot Noir Bearwallow Vineyard 
Anderson Valley, California 
 
Thomas Rivers Brown, today one of California’s foremost Winemaker/Consultants makes mostly 
Cabernet based wines for labels such as Shraeder, Outpost and Maybach. Yet, it is his Rivers-Marie label, 
which he shares with his long time partner Genevive (who’s middle name is Marie), where Thomas 
expresses a more delicate and restrained style of winemaking that’s inspired by his true love for 
traditional Burgundy and Barolo. 
 
Brown grew up in South Carolina, and got the wine bug while at the University of Virginia. Not knowing 
what to do after college, he worked in restaurants to further his passion and knowledge for wine (and 
food). He headed west to California in the late `90's and got a job at the wine-centric All Seasons 
Restaurant in Calistoga. This lead to finding a job as an assistant winemaker at Turley Winery in 1997, 
under the tutelage of Ehren Jordan. Three years later, he took over the winemaking at Outpost on Howell 
Mountain, where he remains as winemaker today, along with a huge and growing roster of top producers 
in the Napa Valley where he consults. 
 
Rivers-Marie itself was launched in 2002 when Thomas made a tiny amount of wine from the legendary 
Summa Vineyard in the Sonoma Coast. Today, Rivers-Marie has grown to include not only a blended 
Sonoma Coast Pinot Noir, but also several single vineyard sites from in and around Occidental including 
Occidental Ridge, Willow Creek, Silver Eagle, and two seperate bottlings from the Summa vineyard which 
Thomas and Genevive purchased in 2010. In addition to Pinot, Thomas makes small amounts of Cabernet 
and Chardonnay as well.  
 
For his Pinot Noirs, Brown is looking to Burgundy as a model. He tends to pick on the early side when 
there is good flavor and texture development but before the wines get blowsy and lose focus and site-
specificity. He uses native yeasts and a little bit of whole cluster to give complexity. Aging occurs mostly 
in used barrels - from no new wood in the Sonoma Coast, to between 10 and 30% in the single-vineyards 
depending on vintage and parcel. Given this restrained approach, it is not surprising that the wines age 
beautifully. 
 

*** 
 
“There’s a lot more give to this edition compared to the 2016.  There is also less rusticity, replaced here 
by a more focused fruit quality.  I'd put this on an equal qualitative footing with the Sonoma Coast, last 
year I thought the Sonoma Coast was more fully realized when comparing the two appellation offerings.  
Cut hay, rhubarb, white pepper and ripe tannin round out the generous palate.  This is showing so well 
right now it's a joy to drink.” – Winemaker notes 
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Camille Saves Brut Champagne Premier Cru Carte Blanche  
Champagne, France  
 
Champagne Camille Savès was established in the 1894 by Eugène Savès, an early proponent of making 
and selling his own wine.  The Domaine has since been passed down generationally, and is now headed 
by Hervé Savès. At 10 total hectares, the Domaine is comprised of only Grand Cru and Premier Cru 
vineyards. 
 
Hervé does not use herbicides or pesticides in his vineyards and follows certified organic and biodynamic 
practices. Vineyard management is meticulous with yield control, de-budding and sorting. 
 
Except for the Bouzy rouge and the cuvee Anaïs (which are vinified in oak) the wines are vinified in 
enamel tanks. Malolactic fermentations are systematically blocked. Each wine is left on the lees for 36 to 
60 months prior to disgorgement. The dosages at Savès vary from 4 to 9 g/l. They are done with 
traditional liqueur. After disgorgement, the wines rest another six months before they are released.  
 
 
The Camille Savès’ Carte Blanche bottling is a blend from the villages of Bouzy, Ambonnay, Tours-sur-
Marne and Tauxières, with the latter village only entitled to premier cru status, so that is the reason this 
fine bottling is ranked as a premier cru (despite the inclusion of seventy-five percent grand cru grapes in 
the blend). The cépages is seventy-five percent pinot noir (from the grand cru villages) and twenty-five 
percent chardonnay from Tauxières, with the wine aged three years on the lees and receiving a dosage 
of nine grams per liter.   
 

*** 
 
The wine offers up a superb nose of apple, quince, bread dough, a complex base of chalky soil tones and 
a nice topnote of spring flowers. On the palate the wine is pure, full-bodied and beautifully delineated, 
with a fine core, crisp acids, lovely focus and balance, delicate mousse and fine grip on the long and classy 
finish. 
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Domaine Serol Turbullent Sparkling Rose Cote Roannaise 
Loire, France  
 
Côte Roannaise is the southernmost appellation of the vast Loire Valley. Just an hour west of the most 

southern reaches of Burgundy, this once seemingly no man’s land of vineyards was granted appellation 

status in 1994 thanks in part to the serious efforts of today’s producer, Domaine Sérol. Still one of the 

least known appellations in France, Côte Roannaise continues to deliver insane price-to-quality that is 

destined not to linger there for long. Perched between 350-450 meters in elevation on a vein of fine 

granite - akin to the terroir of the greats Crus of Beaujolais - the unique appellation rests west of 

mountainous terrain that offers a microclimate similar to that of Alsace along the Vosges Mountains. For 

over five generations, the Sérol family has been tending vines here since the 18th century. Robert Sérol 

initiated domaine bottling back in 1971 and brought the estate as well as the appellation to prominence. 

His son, Stéphane, and his wife, Carine, have been at the helm since 2000. Although many producers make 

wines from the Gamay varietal like their neighbors in Beaujolais, the Sérol family has stood by the 

heirloom Gamay Saint Romain, which has called Côte Roannaise home long before it was granted AOC 

status. The Sérols strive for low yields and high quality in the vineyards. 

 

*** 

 

100% Gamay Saint Romain.  Lively rose sparkler with vivid pink color.  Aromas of ripe grape, pear and 

raspberry. On the palate, the aromatic expression of Gamay is emphasized by the bubbles finesse. 

Rounded attack well-balanced by a lively finish.   
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2016 Domaine Eden Pinot Noir Santa Cruz Mountains  
Santa Cruz Mountains, California 
 
 
Mount Eden Vineyards is a small historic wine estate perched at 2000 feet overlooking Silicon Valley in 
the Santa Cruz Mountain Appellation, about 50 miles south of San Francisco. Founded in 1945, it is 
recognized as one of the original “boutique” California winery properties, focusing on small lots of Pinot 
Noir, Chardonnay and Cabernet Sauvignon.  Mount Eden’s lineage of estate bottled Chardonnay and Pinot 
Noir is the longest in California.  Planted in austere, infertile Franciscan shale on a cool, exposed 
mountaintop, these low-yielding estate vineyards have consistently produced world-class wines for over 
a half-century. In 2007 Mount Eden acquired an additional 55 acre wine estate in the Saratoga foothills, 
which was christened Domaine Eden. 
 
Since 1981 Jeffrey Patterson has guided the winemaking and grape growing at Mount Eden.  His emphasis 
is on wine growing rather than winemaking; and an obsession with gentleness and naturalness in the 
handling of the grapes and wines is his ongoing passion. 
 
Mount Eden Vineyards also produces non-estate Chardonnays from the central coast, primarily Edna 
Valley. They have great success making Chardonnay from the Wolff Vineyard and are continually 
recognized as making outstanding wines from that region. 
 
Domaine Eden is a modeled after Mount Eden, it was founded and built by the late Tom Mudd in 1983, 
who initially planted the Mount Eden clonal selections of Chardonnay and Cabernet Sauvignon, which 
evolved to include Pinot Noir from various Dijon and California selections. This is the former home of 
Cinnabar Winery. 
 

*** 
 

This Pinot Noir is a mosaic of different selections and clones grown at Domaine Eden: Dijon clones 777, 
667 and 828 reside alongside the historic California selections Mount Eden, Calera and Swan.  Each parcel 
is farmed to Mount Eden’s strict standards of sustainability, dry farming and low yields. 
 
Although a mere mile away from Mount Eden as the crow flies, the terroir here is different and it shows. 
Medium ruby color, complex, earthy red fruit nose, the wine has a suave texture on the palate with 
richness and balancing elegance. This is a classic Pinot Noir reflective of its unique peak. 
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2016 Chateau Flaunys Montagne Saint Emilion  
Bordeaux, France 
 
 
Saint-Émilion is a key wine town in the Libournais district of Bordeaux, important in terms of both quality 
and quantity. It lies just a few miles north of the Dordogne, in the final stages of the river's journey from 
the hills of the Massif Central to the Gironde estuary. The town is renowned as much for its beautiful 
buildings and scenery as for its wine. Its steep, narrow, cobbled streets, overlooked by its Romanesque 
church and the iconic 13th-century Tour du Roy tower are a reminder of the town's long history. 
 
There have been vineyards around Saint-Émilion since Roman times, and today the Saint-Émilion wine 
appellation is one of the most prolific in the Bordeaux region, generating more than 250,000hl of wine 
each vintage. It is also responsible for some of the most prestigious, long-lived and expensive wines in 
the world – Chateaux Cheval Blanc, Ausone, Angélus, Figeac and Pavie, whose wines sell for hundreds of 
dollars per bottle, are all situated in and around Saint-Émilion.   
 
Unlike the wines of the Médoc (which focus heavily on Cabernet Sauvignon), Saint-Émilion wines are 
predominantly made from Merlot and Cabernet Franc. The other traditional Bordeaux varieties 
(Cabernet Sauvignon, Carmenere, Petit Verdot and Malbec) are permitted for use here, but are rarely 
used to any significant extent. This is not so much a question of taste and style as one of terroir; the clay 
and chalk rich soils around Saint-Émilion are generally cooler than those on the Médoc peninsula, and 
are less capable of ripening Cabernet Sauvignon reliably. Merlot makes up around two thirds of vines 
planted around Saint-Émilion, and continues to increase in popularity because of the softer, more 
approachable wine styles it produces.  
 
The word Flaunys translates to “Paradise” in Celtic-Gaelic.   The cauldrons or cups filled with an elixir of 
life — usually reserved for the noble warriors — were traditional symbols of the Celtic paradise.  The 
beautiful Holy Grail fresco of the Saint-Émilion monolithic church displays this cup, which inspired us to 
choose the red cup with golden details for our Château Flaunys label. 
 

*** 
 
A beautiful deep purple color and a superb nose with notes of ripe black fruits, toast, and subtle hints of 
spice and gingerbread. Elegant and smooth with a forthright attack, a good structure with polished 
tannins.  This wine linger with a notable dusty finish.   
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2015 Allegrini Palazzo della Torre Veronese IGT 
Veneto, Italy 
 
The Allegrini Family has been producing wine for over four hundred years. Through its constant 
commitment to reinforcing and promoting agricultural traditions, it has made a significant contribution 
to the development of the Valpolicella area, helping it to become the cradle of great red wines. 
 
In the Valpolicella Classico area, the Allegrini Estate extends for some 100 hectares (247 acres); these 
parcels are the cradle of highly prestigious cru wines such as La Grola, Palazzo della Torre and La Poja 
and the birthplace of Amarone, a star in the constellation of great Italian red wines. 
 
The wine is made using an innovative take on the 'ripasso' technique. Most of the grapes are vinified at 
harvest time, while the rest are set aside to partially dry. In January, the wine blended with the juice from 
the raisined grapes undergoes a second fermentation. 
 
The vineyard surrounds Villa della Torre, a splendid masterpiece of Renaissance architecture now owned 
by the family, and produces a full-bodied red wine that has an ageing potential of at least ten years. The 
blend is the historic combination of Corvina and Rondinella with the addition of a small quantity of 
Sangiovese. 
 
This wine is a deep ruby red and easily pairs with various Italian dishes, above all risottos, especially 
those flavoured with saffron, porcini mushrooms and pork; classic dishes such as pasta with Amatriciana 
and Carbonara sauces, baked lasagna, gnocchi with gorgonzola cheese and walnuts; grilled meats and 
roasts. 


