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Introduction 

 
Before we begin, I’ll say that the following opinions were based on a series of tastings held 
in February and March of this year, just under the wire as it turned out.  I will also add the 

caveat that my conclusions often differ from the critical community.  For instance, there is an 
excitement about the reds in 2018 which I do not share.  I have largely decided to skip the 
vintage for red wines in Burgundy. The nature of Burgundy allocations forces me to place 
orders up to 6 months ahead of the actual arrival date so this is literally me “putting my 

money where my mouth is”.   
 

Whites in 2018 are a different issue altogether.  I have and will continue to invest heavily in 
2018 White Burgundy with the caveat that selectivity is vital.  It is not a vintage like 2014 

where one can order blindly and be assured of quality.  There are highs and lows in 2018 but 
the highs are very high.  Additionally, I find myself in disagreement when it comes to 

comparisons of the last several vintages.  I think if you asked most of the critics of 
Burgundy, whom I hold in high esteem across the board, they would rank 2016 ahead of 

2018 in terms of quality then put 2018 and 2017 in a tie.  I think this stems from a 
fundamental difference in perspective rather than opposed quality standards.  2016 is a 

tightly wound vintage which is more cellar worthy at the higher level than 2018.  2017s are 
more “classical” in their expression of individual terroirs.  But, I am in the business of giving 

people wines they actually like to drink in the near term.  The problem of Premox (see my 
blurb on Sauzet for a more detailed exploration) has put the whole notion of long cellaring of 
White Burgundy into question and my suspicion is the Burgundian literati consistently favor 
potential over immediacy.  This is understandable in that their subscriber base are most likely 

made up of people who are most interested in that very question.  I once asked Stephen 
Tanzer, one of the Burgundy critics for Vinous, why he never reviewed Bourgogne Blancs 

and he replied that his readers didn’t care about Bourgogne Blancs.  Well, I care about 
Bourgogne Blancs.  And I care about how much pleasure a bottle provides, not just its 

intellectual dimensions.  This is all a long way of saying, there is a tremendous amount of 
pleasure on display in 2018. 

 
“There will be very many extremely attractive wines which will be accessible early.”  Jasper 

Morris MW, Inside Burgundy 
 

Statements like the above are music to my ears.  It is part of the reason I am investing so 
heavily in 2018.  These are wines which are ready to impress and will continue to sing over 

the next few years.  This is not to say they cannot age. 
 

“For those with longer memories, 2018 actually remind me a great deal of the 1982s.  If this 
comparison turns out to be apt, readers who enjoy cellaring their whites for longer periods 

are in for a treat as the 82s have aged magnificently and in fact are still very much with us.”  
Allen Meadows, Burghound 
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But, I’ve often said “can” and “should” are two different things.  With a few exceptions 
(those wines in the offer marked “Cellar Selection”, for instance), I don’t see a tremendous 
upside to not consuming these wines over the near term (now to 3 years).  This is not to say 

they are not impressive.  “Accessible” is often a dirty word in the fine wine business, serving 
as a stand-in for simple.  This is just not the case in 2018.  The wines, at their best, are 

complex and compelling, just not particularly challenging.   
 

“They are ripe yet somehow manage to remain classic in style.”  Allen Meadows, 
Burghound 

 
With that being said, the devil in these particular details is “at their best”.  As I mentioned 
earlier, selectivity is key in 2018.  Because of Climate Change, there is a new normal in 

Burgundy (see the entry on Bachelet-Monnot for more discussion on that point) which has 
not yet resonated with all producers.  The same immediacy which makes the 2018s 

compelling at one address has served to make them lackluster just up the road.  When you 
factor in the prices Burgundy now demands, this level of scrutiny is entirely justified so I’ll 
state without reservation that it is not a vintage to buy indiscriminately.  Put a simpler way, 

just because you like one 2018, doesn’t mean you’ll like another.   
 

“For the whites, it seems to be more a question this year of producer choices than 
specifically more or less successful locations.”  Jasper Morris MW, Inside Burgundy 

 
I will end by saying I consider 2018 to be a “Premier Cru” year.  To be blunt, I don’t see 
the point in spending the money on Grand Crus in 2018 so I am not advocating you do so.  

This is a vintage where there are plenty of village wines which overperform and then the gap 
between the Premier Crus and the Grand Crus is often very narrow (see my entry on 

Drouhin’s Marquis de Laguiche).  The $75-$125 range is the sweet spot for 2018 White 
Burgundy.   

 
In the following offer, you’ll find 6 producers who shone in 2018.  There are still producers 
which have not been released which are not included in this report.  While it is true there is 

more availability to retail with the restaurants shut down or half open, there is also a process 
which is just beginning where Burgundy is pivoting away from America and looking East so 

these quantities are still extremely limited.   
 

As always, thank you for the support and I hope you’re staying safe & keeping well. 
 

With High Regards, 
JT Robertson 

General Manager 
Le Du’s Wines 

July, 2020 
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Wine Qty Price 

Bachelet-Monnot Puligny-Montrachet 2018  60 Bottles $85.00 

Bachelet-Monnot Meursault Clos du Cromin 2018  24 Bottles $85.00 

Bachelet-Monnot Puligny-Montrachet 1er Cru Folatieres 2018  12 Bottles $150.00 

Jean-Philippe Fichet Meursault 2018  24 Bottles $85.00 

Jean-Philippe Fichet Meursault Gruyaches lieu-dit 2018  24 Bottles $100.00 

Jean-Philippe Fichet Meursault Tesson lieu-dit 2018  12 Bottles $125.00 

Francois Carillon St. Aubin 1er Cru Les Murgers des Dents de Chien 2018  36 Bottles $68.00 

Francois Carillon Puligny Montrachet  2018  24 Bottles $85.00 

Francois Carillon Puligny Montrachet 1er Cru Perrieres 2018  12 Bottles $150.00 

Bernard Moreau Chassagne Montrachet 2018  12 Bottles $95.00 

Benard Moreau Chassagne Montrachet 1er Cru Maltroie 2018  12 Bottles $155.00 

Joseph Drouhin Chassagne-Montrachet 1er Cru Marquis de Laguiche 

Morgeot 2018 

36 Bottles $130.00 

Etienne Sauzet Puligny Montrachet  1er Cru Hameau de Blagny 2018  24 Bottles $140.00 

Etienne Sauzet Puligny Montrachet 1er Cru Combettes 2018  12 Bottles $225.00 
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Bachelet-Monnot 

“Alexandre and Marc Bachelet have been on fire over recent vintages.  Some of the best values over the 

entire of the Côte d’Or…and if I were a millionaire, I would still buy them. ”–Neil Martin, Vinous Media 

“The 2018 tasting reinforced my view Domaine Bachelet-Monnot at the very forefront of white Burgundy 

production.”  Jasper Morris MW, Inside Burgundy 

“Everyone is on the lookout for Burgundy’s next white-wine star (i.e., the new Pierre-Yves Colin Morey), 

and brothers Marc and Alexandre Bachelet, who created this property in 2005 from their father’s and 

uncle’s land, are quietly making a solid claim.  Theirs is winemaking in the current, structure-minded style—

lots of air for the juice, fermenting in larger barrels, finishing in steel. The wines have both character and 

precision.’  Jon Bonne, Punch 

My job is pretty easy when you have those kind of accolades from some of the top voices in Burgundian 

criticism.  If you’re not convinced by the above, not much I would say could do it.  So, instead, I want to 

piggyback on the thread running through all three comments and talk about what exactly Jon Bonne means 

when he writes, “Theirs is winemaking in the current”. 

As I wrote last year, my feeling is Bachelet-Monnot has only put it together in the last few years.  They are 

part of a global generation of winemakers which value early harvests.  Now, this can sometimes take the form 

of an exaggerated greenness and favor high acidity and low alcohol at the expense of weight and flavor.  I am 

generally skeptical about any sort of rote activity when it comes to wine production, be that always picking 

early or always using a certain amount of new oak or always using whole clusters.  In my experience, the best 

winemakers treat each vintage as an entirely new experience.   

With that caveat, the reason Bachelet-Monnot, and other White Burgundy producers of their generation who 

pick earlier than has been traditional, are starting to shine so brightly is because, not to put too fine a point on 

it, the weather in Burgundy is changing.  As Neal Martin wrote in his report, “Warmer winters, early bud-

break and flowering and, most importantly, earlier harvests are no longer the exception but received as the 

norm.”  Now, this is perhaps a snake eating its tail in that it was the younger producers, who did not feel 

bound by how things have “always been done”, who caught on a little quicker that waiting to harvest, 

especially when it came to white wines, was not producing the verve, depth, and tension they desired.  Or, 

maybe they simply like lean, high acid wines and the changing seasons have obliged them with ripeness.   
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Bachelet-Monnot 

Bachelet-Monnot Puligny-Montrachet 2018 ($85.00) 60 Bottles 
“90-92 Points.  The 2018 Puligny-Montrachet Village is a blend of three parcels. It has an 
intense bouquet with scents of green apple, pear and mirabelle aromas, far more complex 

than the Chassagne Village. The taut, fresh palate features grapefruit, lime and green apple 
notes. This feels very saline in the mouth, with great precision on the finish. A Village Cru 

operating at Premier level."  Neal Martin, Vinous Media 
 

Bachelet-Monnot Meursault Clos du Cromin 2018 ($85.00) 24 Bottles  
"92-94 Points. The 2018 Meursault Clos du Cromin, from a location north of Volnay 

Santenots, is a little broody on the nose at first and demands encouragement from the glass. 
Touches of wax resin and pressed flowers eventually emerge, veering toward Puligny in style. 

The palate is taut and fresh on the entry with lip-smacking salinity. Vibrant and energetic, 
displaying impressive precision and finesse on the finish. This is an exceptional Clos du 

Cromin."  Neal Martin, Vinous Media 
 

Bachelet-Monnot Puligny-Montrachet 1er Cru Folatieres 2018 ($150.00)  12 Bottles  
“92-94 Points. The 2018 Puligny-Montrachet Les Folatières 1er Cru is more backward and 

austere on the nose compared to the domaine’s Les Referts, yet give it aeration and it 
develops wonderful flinty, almost Chablis-like aromas that are beautifully defined. The palate 

is very precise and mineral-driven with a malic core of fruit and superb depth from start to 
finish. This is one of the best Pulignys I have encountered from Bachelet-Monnot. Highly 

recommended."  Neal Martin, Vinous Media 

Either way, I predict you’re going to see a pretty wide chasm between the young stars who are already picking 

2-3 weeks earlier than a generation ago and those producers slower to adapt.    I’ve already encountered a 

consistent problem of formless, blousy Chardonnay, even when the vintage, as a whole, isn’t particularly 

warm.  What Bachelet-Monnot, and their contemporaries, are doing in the vineyard is going to be the new 

standard.  These wines are, in my opinion, a template which will define quality White Burgundy in the 

coming decade.   
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Jean-Philippe Fichet 

“As I have said repeatedly, the Fichet wines are among the very best and purest in Burgundy.”   

Allen Meadows, Burgundhoud 

 

 

There is an argument to be made that Meursault is the template for the cliché of butter-bomb California 

Chardonnay.  Or at least, Meursault as it used to be.  There was a time when the Meursault style emphasized 

power and richness over precision and finesse, prompting Jancis Robinson to write, when speaking of Jean-

Philippe Fichet’s wines, “(This is) real Meursault, if so unlike the buttery cliché that I and my contemporaries 

were brought up to expect.”   

Fichet produces wines which eschew power for purity and richness for transparency.  To a large extent, he has 

been undervalued because his did not match with what was expected from Meursault.  Also, to quote Jamie 

Goode, “Fichet is a genius, but is probably less well known than he deserves to be because he has no premier 

cru or grand cru vineyards in Meursault.”  This is a much more familiar situation for red wines than whites, 

as you have producers like Denis Bachelet, Pierre Duroche, Alexandrine Roy, and Cecile Tremblay who do 

so, so much with not so famous vineyards.   

In terms of his 2018s, I found his style to have meshed perfectly with the vintage.  These Meursault flirt with 

hedonism but never go over-the-top.  These are tense, nervy expressions of Meursault which, in 2018 at least, 

presents as a “porridge which is just right” situation.   
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Jean-Philippe Fichet 

Jean-Philippe Fichet Meursault 2018 ($85.00)  24 Bottles  
"90-92 Points. The 2018 Meursault Village offers grapefruit, blood orange and light candle 

wax aromas on the nose that needs a little coaxing from the glass. The palate is taut and crisp 
on the entry. This has very fine acidity with impressive tension and salinity on the finish. This 

Meursault from Fichet comes recommended."  Neal Martin, Vinous Media 
 

Jean-Philippe Fichet Meursault Gruyaches lieu-dit 2018 ($100.00)  24 Bottles  
*Cellar Selection 

"90-93 Points. Pale lemon colour. Jean-Philippe has been able to make 9 barrels instead of 
the usual 6 from 90 year old vines (1928)! So he is thrilled and so was I when I tasted. This is 

perfectly balanced, indeed if anything more graceful; than usual, with very good grip and 
excellent length. White fruit abounds, terrific! "  Jasper Morris MW, Inside Burgundy 

 
Jean-Philippe Fichet Meursault Tesson lieu-dit 2018 ($125.00)  12 Bottles 

"92-94 Points. The 2018 Meursault Le Tesson has another very pretty and endearing 
bouquet with white flower mixed with orange pith and nectarine aromas, a hint of pop corn in 
the background. The palate is very well balanced with a fine bead of acidity, taut and linear. 

The saline finish conveys brightness and energy. This is another impressive 2018 from 
Fichet."  Neal Martin, Vinous Media 

Francois Carillon 

Francois Carillon is one of those “everything old is new again” situations.   

The Domaine is only 10 years old but Francois is the 15th generation to make wine in Puligny.  This is the 

fun of Napoleonic Inheritance.  There used to be an estate called Louis Carillon, considered to be one of the 

great expressions of Puligny.  He had two sons; Jacques and Francois.  When Louis retired, there was the 

problem of what to do with the estate since both his sons where very involved AND both had very large 

families.  So, they amicably decided to split up the estate so there wouldn’t be a massive Carillon civil war 

when it was their turn to retire.   
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Francois Carillon 

This is the “too blessed to be stressed” version of events but it should also be noted the brothers have forged 

very different paths with the exact same vineyard sources.  Jacques produces a fairly rich style which I often 

find a bit heavy handed.  It was especially evident in 2018 where the wines seemed to just sit on my palate 

like a windless day.  Francois on the other hand crafts wine with verve and tenacity.  I suspect he harvests 

earlier than his brother but I don’t have any actual facts to back that up.   

These are sneaky wines and, frankly, they are easy to overlook, especially when tasting other things.  

Francois does not make wines which shout at you but rather chat quietly in a café about life, the universe, 

and everything.  I suspect it is this quietude which makes the people who latch onto Francois’ wines  

FIERCELY loyal.  These are wines which ask you to listen closely.   

Francois Carillon St. Aubin 1er Cru Les Murgers des Dents de Chien 2018 ($68.00)   
36 Bottles  

"90-92 Points.  Paler colour and rather tighter nose than the Pitangeret cuvée. Very 
agreeable volume of fruit in the mouth, some oak too, but the flesh can carry it. Fair power at 
the back and the beginning of some bacon fat. Tasted: November 2019"  Jasper Morris MW, 

Inside Burgundy 
 

Francois Carillon Puligny Montrachet  2018 ($85.00)  24 Bottles  
"89-92 Points.  Outstanding!  Top Value!  There is a whiff of the exotic in the form of 

passion fruit present on the acacia blossom and citrus peel-inflected nose. There is again very 
good volume as well as a relatively sophisticated mouthfeel to the middle weight flavors 

where the seductive and lingering finish is supported by a moderately firm acid spine. This is 
an excellent Puligny villages and recommended."  Allen Meadows, Burghound 

 
Francois Carillon Puligny Montrachet 1er Cru Perrieres 2018 ($150.00)  12 Bottles  

*Cellar Selection  
"92-95 Points. Here the bouquet makes one sit up and take notice. There is an immediate 

sense of steel with power behind. Balanced power with tension to follow. I see why François 
serves this at the end, it certainly builds upon its very fine base to deliver something extra. 

Fresh yellow fruit and perfect fresh acidity."  Jasper Morris MW, Inside Burgundy 
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Bernard Moreau 

“Readers will already be aware that I revere Alex Moreau as one of the best winemakers in Chassagne-

Montrachet, and it is pleasing to see that his reputation is increasing each year—from the United States to 

London to Hong Kong. This was a superb set of wines from Alex.”   

Neal Martin, Vinous Media 

Unlike the preceding three producers, there can be considered absolutely nothing “under the radar” about 

Bernard Moreau.  This house is one of the defining producers of Chassagne Montrachet, not just in modern 

terms but historically as well.  I’ve often spoken of the challenges of establishing a proper Burgundy domain 

if you didn’t inherit a bunch of top vineyard land.  Well, the Moreau’s do not have that problem.  Instead, 

you have how the system is meant to work.  Children of an old estate take over from the parent and continue 

an unbroken chain of top quality.   

This is traditional, textbook Chassagne.  It has weight and depth.  It flirts with the tropical (especially in 

2018) but always returns to orchard fruits.  Always well-structured but never taut.  These are sensual wines, 

especially as they get older and, believe me, Moreau ages beautifully.   

Bernard Moreau Chassagne Montrachet 2018 ($95.00)  12 Bottles  
"91-94 Points.  FIVE STAR WINE! This is a few months behind where it would normally 

be and will not be bottled before late January. Pale lemon colour with a really classy 
chiselled bouquet and a superb wealth of predominantly white fruit right across the palate to 

a clean cut finish. This is brilliant wine and seems fully concentrated. Tasted: December 
2019"  Jasper Morris MW, Inside Burgundy 

 
Bernard Moreau Chassagne Montrachet 1er Cru Maltroie 2018 ($155.00)  12 Bottles  
"91-93 Points. Bursting with aromas of ripe citrus, pear and mint that are framed by a deft 
touch of oak, Moreau's 2018 Chassagne-Montrachet 1er Cru La Maltroie is medium to full-

bodied, elegantly textural and precise. Racier than the more enveloping Chenevottes, it's also 
more tender and charming than the incisive Vergers."  William Kelley, Wine Advocate 
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Domaine Drouhin/Marquis de 

Laguiche 

Drouhin’s Laguiche bottlings are a world unto themselves.   

The Laguiche family, one of the oldest noble houses in France, have owned parcels in Montrachet and the 

great Premier Cru Morgeot since the 14th century.  Since the turn of the 20th century, Domaine Joseph 

Drouhin has cultivated and vinified their holdings.  They are always exquisite wines, and I use that adjective 

specifically.  I can still remember, in precise detail, the taste and smell of a bottle of 1996 I had 15 years ago.  

Drouhin does a remarkable job of treating these parcels as the heirlooms they are.  When I think about 

Laguiche, I picture a lake just before the sun starts to set on a clear day when there are patches of white sun 

bouncing off the small waves and it hurts your eyes if you stare too long but you never want to look away.   

I was incredibly impressed with the Morgeot in 2018.  They are, of course, famous for their Montrachet (the 

Laguiche family owns the largest parcel) but, as I said in the introduction, I did not find enough of a 

qualitative difference to justify ten times the price.  Instead, I would highly recommend purchasing a small 

cache of the Morgeot and taking out a bottle over 2-3 years over the next 15-20.  Put another way, the 

Laguiche bottlings are one of those wines I would buy cases of every year, if I had unlimited funds for my 

own personal cellar.   

Domaine Drouhin Marquis de Laguiche Chassagne-Montrachet 1er Cru Morgeot 2018  

($130.00) 36 Bottles  *Cellar Selection 

"91-93 Points. The 2018 Chassagne-Montrachet Morgeot 1er Cru (Marquis de Laguiche) 

comes from a vineyard that tends to produce millerandé berries. This has an intense, 

powerful bouquet with hints of menthol permeating the citrus fruit, developing a more fumé 

style with time in the glass. The palate is well balanced with hints of passion fruit and peach 

on the entry, becoming spicier and subtly Muscat-like toward the very satisfying, persistent 

finish. Excellent.”  Neal Martin, Vinous Media 
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Etienne Sauzet 

Sauzet is consistently one of my favorite estates and undoubtedly one of the defining producers of Puligny-

Montrachet. 

They have also been at the center of the great Premox problem in White Burgundy.  If you’re not familiar, 

starting in the mid-90s, people started to notice a specific group of top level producers had bottles which 

were ageing very quickly and not well.  Grand Cru bottlings which should have had 20+ years of slow 

evolution were oxidized by their fourth birthday and no one was or even is sure why.  Sauzet was one of 

those producers, along with other great names like Lafon, Niellon, Amiot, and Roulot.  This put the fear of 

God into many a White Burgundy drinker who had put these producers in their cellars.  One of the great 

promises of Burgundy is the reward of patience.  If that potential is thwarted then it almost feels like a 

betrayal. 

So that brings up the big question of whether or not they’ve “solved” the Premox problem.  Well, since the 

Burgundian winemaking community still doesn’t know what caused it (or, if anyone does, they aren’t 

saying), AND the only way to know for sure is wait 10+ years from any given moment then pay attention to 

the various reactions which bubble up from critical reviews and internet tasting groups, hard to say.  The 

good people at Sauzet think it was the size of their corks (they think they were too small so it was letting in 

too much air) so they’ve made the corks bigger AND put wax over the top of the bottles.  Again, remains to 

be seen.   

BUT, and I know I haven’t sold these particularly well thus far but hear me out, Sauzet is delicious young.  I 

mean, REALLY delicious.  Sauzet just sticks to the ribs.  It is joyous and flamboyant and rich and wild.  It is 

one of those wines which you open it and it makes the night one to remember.  I am not ready to recommend 

the Grand Cru wines or any of the 1er Crus which need time but the two bottlings below are just singing so 

you won’t need to wait or risk.  The Combettes, particularly, was one of the best young White Burgundy I 

tasted from 2018. 
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Etienne Sauzet Puligny Montrachet  1er Cru Hameau de Blagny 2018 ($140.00)   
24 Bottles  

"92-94 Points. The 2018 Puligny-Montrachet Hameau de Blagny 1er Cru comes from a 
small parcel of 70-year-old vines on limestone soils just under La Garenne. It certainly 

displays more intensity and amplitude on the nose compared to La Garenne, offering enticing 
scents of quince, lemon zest and wet limestone, the 15% oak nicely integrated. The palate is 

medium-bodied with a very harmonious opening, veins of apricot and white peach fusing 
with the citrus peel and maintaining precision all the way through to the finish. Excellent."  

Neal Martin 
 

Etienne Sauzet Puligny Montrachet 1er Cru Combettes 2018 ($225.00)  12 Bottles  
"94-96 Points.  FIVE STAR WINE!  Beautiful pale lemon yellow with a racy classy nose 

that shows why this is the last to be served in the 1er cru line-up. The oak just adds a 
perfumed inflection on top of the fruit. An immense volume of white cashmere coated fruit, as 

concentrated as you could want, with a very pure infusion of mineral acidity threading 
through the middle. Excellent aftertaste! Tasted: November 2019"  Jasper Morris MW, Inside 

Burgundy 

Still To Come 

Comte Lafon, 
Boyer-Martenot, 

Pierre-Yves Colin-Morey 
and more…. 

 


