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PATTERN CLASH
 
My love affair with print, pattern and colour
began as a child. This passion has been a
constant throughout my life and I’m so
thrilled to now be able to combine my love of
pattern and my printmaking skills to create
beautiful wallpaper. Being a huge fan of
pattern means I am pretty confident in how
to use it, and ‘misuse’ it!  I appreciate,
however, that it can be a daunting prospect
for many, especially when used in the home,
so I’d like to share some tips on how to use it
and how to successfully clash it!
 

WHY PATTERN CLASH?
 
It’s a really easy way to transform a
forgettable space into a memorable one, and
inject some of your personality into it! 
It also means you have much more choice of
where to shop and how much to spend, as
you’re not restricted to one designer or
design line or theme. And it’s really fun and
addictive!



1

If you already have a dominant pattern in the
room - such as a large rug or wallpaper - use
that as a starting point from which to
experiment with patterns & colours.
Complementary & contrasting patterns can
then be woven into your accessories such as
cushions, throws, artwork prints, or fixtures
that can easily be changed, such as curtains.
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Start slowly if you don’t feel comfortable
adding pattern. Start with a chair that has
some pattern or do a row of big cushions
across the sofa or bed. 
It’s like clothing – you might dress all in
black, but it’s the way you team it with a
beautiful piece of jewellery that makes it look
interesting. 



3
If you are starting with a blank canvas pick a
dominate colour: Deciding on a colour palette
for a room is wise, use a colour wheel to
identify complementary colours - they are
opposite each other on the colour wheel.
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Pick a theme: to play slightly safer, you can
choose a theme for all of your patterns and
work with different colours or variations on
the theme. For example green botanical, or
pink paisley. Making a mood board can be a
great way to test out different patterns and
colours with each other.

Look for a pattern that includes your chosen
colour and theme. Use this primary pattern in
a big way like wallpaper the largest piece of
furniture or the curtains. Make the dominate
colour in the pattern the dominant colour in
the room.
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Secondary pattern and colour. 
Return to the dominate pattern and the
colour wheel and find colours and patterns
that pull the primary pattern together.  
Use bold or muted versions of the colours to
‘compleclash’ each other, such as bright
orange with cobalt blue; cool lilac with
mustard yellow, pastel pink with mint green,
orange and white. Pattern clashing can be
soft or bold, whichever suits you and your
space! 
Use the secondary pattern on secondary
pieces in the room such as rugs, cushions and
lamps. 
 
Continue to build up the pattern until you
have represented all of the colours from the
dominant pattern somewhere in the room.
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OR you could keep it simple. 
Another method is to select simplified
versions of your primary pattern for the
secondary pattern. If you picked a floral
theme pick your primary pattern with
combination of different flowers and then
the secondary pattern with one or two
similar flowers.
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Play with scale: combine the same pattern
on different scales. Take 3 patterns in
four different sizes. This is great if you’re a
fan of a particular pattern or want to create a
sense of flow throughout the space. For
example, take an intricate pattern in your
wallpaper and pair it with a larger, simpler
version in the curtains. I offer a bespoke
service so can alter the scale of the designs if
you wanted to use this approach. 
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Stick to a colour palette but play with a theme
for instance floral, paisley, checks and stripes
all can work together when they are in the
same colour family. I think the unexpected
element of surprise of mismatch can bring
individuality and personality to a space.

Play with textures: use different textures on
your walls, your floor, your furniture and your
accessories. Playing with contrasts such as
hard & shiny combined with soft & shaggy will
help make your patterns and colours pop or
recede as you like.
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Distribute patterns evenly throughout the
room. If the majority are all on one side of
the room the whole space will look
unbalanced.
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Don’t place too many patterns on top off
each other, break them up with solids.
Pattern needs to breath. 

Is there a right and wrong way to clash
prints? I think the key is to have a bit of fun,
mix up your prints and go with what you
like.  Clash a little, push the pattern
boundaries, explore what different patterns
look like together and have some fun with
pattern. 
 

Explore Annika Reed Studio's pattern
collection

https://annikareed.com/collections/wallpaper

