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TRIED & TESTED GEAR

The best optics and outdoor products tried & tested for you

GEARFINDER

S
ingi is in Swedish 
Lapland (Fjällräven 
is a Swedish brand) 
and the only way to 
get there is on foot. 

Stubben means tree stump. The 
Singi Stubben is a backpack and a 
stool – a ‘tree stump’ that you can 
take off your back and sit on. If 
that might suit the way you do 
your birdwatching, read on.

At £250, this should be a 
top-quality item. It is. Most of the 
fabric is G1000 Heavy Duty Eco S, 
a mix of recycled polyester and 
organic cotton, and is PFC-free. 
It feels tough – this is a pack that 
I think will take some abuse and 
keep going. The reinforced base 
is covered in nylon to make it 
waterproof, and there’s some 
leather trim on the top flap. To my 
eye, the Stubben has a retro look, 
which I like. The flap fastens with 
a simple metal hook and webbing 

loop, which is easy to use, and the 
zips are tough and work well. 
A drawstring-cinched ‘snow sleeve’ 
inside the top opening provides extra 
protection. The back and shoulder 
straps are padded and there’s a chest 
harness, but no hip belt.

The Stubben’s design has been 
tweaked to make it easier to use. The 
main compartment is accessed from 
the top, or, even when you’re sitting 
on it, through a large, zipped front 
panel. There’s a zipped pocket on the 
front of the pack and another on the 
top flap. The stool’s strength comes 
from an internal metal frame. This 
is not a flimsy structure. 

The pack itself is lighter weight 
and more comfortable to carry 
than you might think. It’s not an 
armchair but there’s reinforcement 
and a built-in seat pad in the lid – it’s 
a good, basic stool. Sit down, set up 
your scope, have your lunch, get out 
the coffee… A zip on the rear of the 

top flap conceals a mostly orange 
waterproof cover for the top flap. 
It’s very bright but would protect 
your backside from any dirt or rain 
on the pack. Talking of the wet 
stuff, I emptied a watering can over 
the Stubben and it kept the water 
out even without deploying the 
waterproof cover.

The Singi has a 27L capacity. It 
also has daiychain webbing down 
each side. £30 buys you a 4L side 
pocket with toggles to attach to 
the webbing. £25 gets you a ‘gear 
holder’ – a fabric bucket with 
an extra strap for long items 
(a tripod) that also attaches to the 
daisychain. I recommend the gear 
holder if you want to carry a 
tripod. I checked the ‘pack only’ 
dimensions against a range of 
airline carry-on requirements. 

It meets the requirements of a few, 
but not of many.

 

SPECS
Size: 52x27x24cm 

Capacity: 27L

Weight: 2,100g 

Info: Available in stone grey or dark 

olive, two-year guarantee

Web: fjallraven.com

VERDICT
For a day of heavy carrying 
I’d stick with a more 
conventional pack. If you’re 
stop-start birding, and want 
to sit, this could be a 
transformative purchase.

FJÄLLRÄVEN SINGI STUBBEN, £25O 
A backpack that turns into a stool? That might be just what every 
birdwatcher needs. David Chandler investigates… W

hat makes a 
good travel 
tripod? It has 
to be portable 
enough, stable 

enough, tall enough to enable 
comfortable viewing, and have 
good functionality. This tripod is 
not inexpensive – it represents a 
fairly serious investment. But is it 
a good travel tripod?

For starters, it’s well made – this 
feels like a quality item and the 
‘mechanics’ work well. Its 
minimum packed length is 44cm 
(‘circumference’ about 30cm) and it 

weighs 1,640g. That will fit in 
what most airlines allow as 
carry-on luggage. Is it a ‘Tall Travel 
Tripod’? I’d say so. The legs have 
five sections, with a maximum 
26mm diameter. Extending those 
gives you a height of 124cm, which, 
with a bit of stooping, I found 
usable, and I’m a tad over six foot 
tall. The centre column is 
‘two-part-telescopic’. Raising the 
first part enabled me to view more 

VANGUARD VEO 3T265HCP  
TALL TRAVEL TRIPOD, £319.99

SPECS 
Weight: 1,640g 

Info: Two-year warranty

Web: vanguardworld.co.uk

VERDICT 
Is this a good travel  
tripod? It’s a very good 
travel tripod.

comfortably. That’s with an angled 
scope. If I were using a straight 
scope I’d need to raise most of the 
second part of the column as well. 
At its maximum extension this 
tripod stands 163cm tall.

What about stability? I tried it 
with a Nikon ED50 (small and 
light) in a moderate breeze and a 
Kowa 773 (bigger and heavier) in a 
light breeze. With the first part of 
the centre column raised, stability 
was good with both combos. I 
pushed the magnification on the 
Kowa up to 60x and let the scope 
settle – stability looked good even at 
the top end of the zoom. If you do 
need more stability there’s a hook at 
the bottom of the centre column 
that you can hang a bit of weight on. 
Some tripod heads sag – you get on 
the bird, lock the head, and the bird 
has moved up the view. With this 
tripod head sag is well controlled. 
It’s a two-way head (pan and tilt) 
that is Arca compatible – but if 
your scope isn’t Arca compatible 
you can use the quick release 
plate. The head moves quite 
stiffly – which meant it held its 
position well without being 
locked in place (pan and tilt 
have separate locks). I liked 
that, though it did mean 
that movement was a little 
jerky at times. For 
portability, the handle 

on the head can be folded down and 
has a lock nut to hold it in place 
when it’s in use. I also put my M43 
camera on the tripod, in a light 
breeze, with the zoom at 800mm 
equivalent – that view was stable 
too. The maximum load capacity of 
this tripod is 6kg.

Other features include a leg that 
can be unscrewed and then screwed 
onto the centre column to create a 
monopod (76cm folded, 167cm 
extended), a reversible centre 
column and a low angle adaptor for 
low-down photography, legs that 
can be splayed at three different 
angles, and spiked feet that can be 
used instead of the rubber feet. 
The package includes a tripod bag 
and with one section of the legs 
extended you can carry this tripod 
with a Mulepack.

A good tripod is vital for making best use of your scope,  
but what about one that packs down small and light?  
David Chandler takes a look…

Take a load off
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