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 After visiting various venues, we 
decided there really wasn’t anywhere 
better, or more personal to us than getting 
married at home. And so the challenge 
to transform the old overgrown walled 
garden into our wedding venue began! 

 Harlyn House “is a large ram-
bling house” dating back to 1520, 
and has since been adapted and ex-
tended, with each generation leav-
ing a definable mark. The stone bar-
reled pigeon tower or “dovecote” is 
the only example in Cornwall and 
possibly the UK, and the Ha Ha! at 
the front of the house was a fashion-
able addition in the 18th century. 

 Our favourite feature is where we 
are today, the walled garden! There is 
a date stone “1831” on the arch above 
where we will be reciting our vows. 
Originally (some 185 years ago!) it 
would have had a formal arrangement 
with paths through the garden and 
a sundial in the center. It was since 
used just as a pleasure garden but also 
for growing of fruit, there are even a 
few apple trees still remaining!

 Until earlier this year when we de-
cided to use the garden as our wedding 
venue, it was completely overgrown, in-
cluding the paddock area and the area 
outside the walled garden where the 
ceremony is taking place, there was 
even a ruined chalet where you are sat!

 Blood, sweat and beers! We have all 
worked extremely hard to clear, plough 
and re-seed the garden ready for today. 
We absolutely love it up here, it is so 
calm and so peaceful. We feel very for-
tunate to be celebrating our special day 
in such a historic setting and we hope 
you enjoy your time in the garden as 
much as we do.

Deciding who we wanted to share our wedding 
with was one of the biggest decisions we 
made when planning this moment and you are 
all here because you are the most important 
people in our lives. 

The best kind of people are the ones that 
come into your life and make you see the sun 
where there were once clouds, the people 
that believe in you so much that you believe 
in you too. The people that love you, for 
simply being you. 

To our parents, thank you for your 
unconditional love and support, thank you for 
sharing the wisdom that is in your hearts and 
most of all thank you for all your patience over 
the years (including the tears and tantrums 

during the build up to this special day!) 
We love you!

To our friends and families, thank you for 
laughing, crying, dancing and dining with us, 
whether we have known you separately or 
together, you have played a fundamental role in 
each of our pasts and we look forward to sharing 
our future with you as husband and wife.

Here’s to a day filled with love, feasting and 
fun, followed by a celebration under the stars!

It means the world that you are here to 
celebrate with us today. Thank you.  

All our love,  Jess & Ash
#ashandjesswed



The Pink Lady is a classic gin-based 
cocktail with a long history. Its pink 
color is due to adding grenadine – but 
we will be using Cornish Orchards 
Cranberry & Raspberry sparkle!

You will need
·  35ml Hendrick’s gin
· 30ml rose lemonade
· 20ml lemon juice
· A twist of lemon peel to garnish

Directions
·  Fill a cocktail shaker with ice cubes.
·  Shake vigorously until cold,

strain into a champagne coupe 
and if desired, top up with a
dash of bubbles.

Notes and Tips 
·  Raspberries and lemon bring

out the very best in each
other, especially in union
with Hendrick’s gin.

·  With a sharp knife and a 
chopping board, cut a piece
of lemon peel and twist it
over the rim of the glass
to garnish.

[HERS]

[HIS]

The Dark and Stormy comes from 
Bermuda and combines only three 
ingredients - dark rum, ginger beer 
and a splash of lime. Dark rum is 
a must for this and if you wanted 
to really follow the rules, you 
should use Gosling’s black rum. 

You will need
· 4 tablespoons (45ml) dark rum
· 6 tablespoons (75ml) ginger beer
·  1 tablespoon (10ml) lime juice
· Ice
· Lime slice for garnish 

Directions
· Add ice to glass.
·  Then, pour rum, lime juice 

and ginger beer over ice.
· Serve with lime slice.

Notes and Tips
Ginger beer and ginger ale are 
very different. Ginger beer is 
has a stronger ginger f lavour. 
While ginger beer has no 
alcohol content, it can usually 
be found in liquor stores and 
shops that sell alcohol.  

h i g h
s P i r i t sm e n u

Main Course
Your choice of Tom’s 
famous pies, (steak and 
ale, chicken and leek, 
mushroom and spinach) 
served with mustard or 
cheesy mash gratin and 
seasonal vegetables.

m e n u

Main Course

Sharing
Beef carpaccio and air-
dried cured ham with 
truffl e mayonnaise, 
parmesan and red 
vein sorrel. Baked 
soft cheese, sage and 
garlic, spiced red 
onion marmalade and 
a roasted pepper salad 
with heritage tomatoes.

Dessert
A trio of treats;
chocolate brownie, 
rhurbarb pavlova, 
lemon cheesecake.



special thanks to: karl, richard, al, Winston, roger, 
martin, richard, rundle, paul and most of all… dad!

audrey hepburn

tO Plant a garden is
tO believe in tOmOrrOW



the best OF times
the bridesmaids

katie clark

Jess and Katie met on the first day of 
University and spent 3 years glued 
at the hip. Among many things, they 
share a love of food, fancy dress and 
Gilmore Girls. She considers Katie 
her partner in crime and adopted sis-
ter. Jess will forever endeavor to con-
vince Katie that she should leave the 
city and make the move to Cornwall! 
This lady truly has a heart of gold and 
a personality that will make you laugh 
harder than you knew possible. She 
helped out so much with the wedding 
- “Thank you Katie! you are amazing. 
I will forever cherish our friendship and 
your beautiful, generous heart!”

stephanie kilby

Jess and Steph have been friends 
for nearly 20 years. When the 
beautiful Steph joined her 
school wearing baggy Kappa 
trousers and a white Ellesse top 
- Jess thought she was so cool, 
she just had to be her friend! 
Steph not only has killer style, 
but is a generous, warm and sen-
sitive soul. She's always been 
supportive, encouraging and up-
lifting throughout lifes ups and 
downs and Jess feels incredibly 
lucky to have her at the end of 
the phone most mornings - as 
they put the world to rights!

natara mason

Jess met Natara during her first ever 
visit to Cornwall, but it wasn’t un-
til she stayed in London with her 
that Jess realised just how amazing 
she was. They spent their days eat-
ing sushi and their nights drinking 
cocktails (just don’t ask her about 
the “mirror incident” whatever you 
do!) Natara has a huge heart and is so 
giving of herself and her time. She is 
independent, strong, and beautiful. 
We’re so thankful she came back to 
Cornwall, fell in love and now calls 
it her home. Jess is also blessed and 
proud to be the godmummy of her 
beautiful daughter Audreah Leau.

julia lutey

Jus has been Jess’ agony aunt 
for the past five years. She is 
not only beautiful, she’s reli-
able, caring and incredibly fun-
ny. She is also the person that 
you can turn to when you need 
some strength or sound advice. 
Jess has loved getting to know 
her and learning from her. She’s 
always positive and fun to be 
around... she’s also one of the 
few people that can truly tame 
the Honeybadger! P.S. She told 
me to tell you all to look for her 
sweet moves on the dance floor 
later! Love you’ Bird!

the merrymen

tristan dunn

Tris is from the same town where 
Ash grew up but ironically they didn’t 
really meet until they went to Uni-
versity in Exeter. They became firm 
friends and were virtually inseparable 
throughout the first year, earning the 
nicknames “Timone and Pumbaa” 
(we’ll let you decide who was who!) 
and they also do a mean rendition of 
“Can you feel the love tonight”! . Tris 
and Ash went on to spend the next 3 
years living together in a houseshare 
and got up to no end of adventures 
before having to finally grow up!  

paul coles

Ash met Colesy a little later in 
life, - about 12 years ago - but a 
more helpful, caring and selfless 
friend you could not wish to meet. 
There is nothing Colsey wouldn’t 
do for you, he will always go out 
of his way to help whenever it is 
needed, no matter the time of 
day! Colesy’s a Groundworker 
which means he digs holes for a 
living. He’s had the same shovel 
ever since he started digging, 
having changed the shaft only 5 
times and the blade just 3!

thomas bacon

Tom, affectionately known as 
“Mouse”, was the first person Ash 
met at University. He was unpack-
ing his room with his Mum and Dad 
when Mouse strutted in and intro-
duced himself. Ash didn’t realise it 
at the time but that meeting was to 
change his life forever because along 
with Tris, the three of them became 
an inseparable trio for the next few 
years and ultimately lifelong friends. 
Ash once saved Mouse’s life when he 
tried to kill them all, but we’ll let you 
ask him about that!”

stuart londesbrough

Ash has known Stu his whole 
life and is one of his best friends 
in the world. They grew up in 
Cubert, going to school together, 
making tree houses and hanging 
out at the beach. After they both 
went away to different Universi-
ties they didn’t see each other as 
much, but when they did it was 
as if no time at all had passed 
and always picked up right 
where they left off. Ask Stu to 
do his Robot dancing when the 
music starts!  



reading 
What is lOve? 
— by cOulsOn macleOd 
read by katie clark

What is love? 
 
To solve that riddle with just 
one answer is beyond me, for 
love is many different and 
contradictory things. 
 
In the early stages love is 
excitement and breathlessness, 
it is the ache of separation and 
the comfort of togetherness, 
and it builds inexorably to 
that moment when ‘I’ 
becomes ‘we’. 
 
Later, if blessed, love becomes a 
stronger, less transitory thing, a 
foundation for two lives lived as 
one. It is all around us, there for 
the taking, yet to seek it out is 
futile. It cannot be bought or 
stolen or given. It cannot 
be avoided or denied. 
 
Love is the beautiful, wonderful, 
mysterious mortar that binds two 
souls together and she first heard 
its voice on the day she met you. 
It has been with her every moment 
since. This is love. 
 
This is love.

reading

iF & sO

— by a nObleman. 
read by tim lord 

True love is a sacred flame
That burns eternally
And none can dim its special glow,
Or change its destiny.

True love speaks in tender tones
And hears with gentle ear,
True love gives with open heart
And true love conquers fear.

True love makes no harsh demands
It neither rules nor binds
And true love holds with gentle hands
The heart that it entwines

So.

Yet be secure enough to grow and 
change along the way.
If you can always be as close
And as happy as today, 

If you can keep for you alone
Your love as man and wife,
Yet find the time to share your joy
With others in your life. 

If you can be as one, and walk
Through marriage hand in hand,
Yet still support the goals 
 and dreams
That each of you have planned. 

If you can dare to always go
Your separate ways 

together,
Then all the 
wonders of 
today
Will stay with 
you forever.

You lift my heart up when the rest of 
me is down (never)
You, you enchant me even when 
you’re not around (never)

If there are boundaries, I will try to 
knock them down (never)
I’m latching on, babe, now I know 
what I have found (never)

I feel we’re close enough
I wanna lock in your love
I think we’re close enough
Could I lock in your love, baby?

Now I’ve got you in my space
I won’t let go of you (never)
Got you shackled in my embrace
I’m latching on to you (never)

Now I’ve got you in my space
I won’t let go of you (never)
Got you shackled in my embrace
I’m latching on to you (never)

I’m so encaptured, got me wrapped 
up in your touch (never)
Feel so enamored, hold me tight 
within your clutch (never)

How do you do it, you got me losing 
every breath (never)

What did you give me to make my 
heart bleed out my chest (never)?

I feel we’re close enough
I wanna lock in your love
I think we’re close enough
Could I lock in your love, baby?
I feel we’re close enough
I wanna lock in your love
I think we’re close enough
Could I lock in your love, baby?

Now I’ve got you in my space
I won’t let go of you (never)
Got you shackled in my embrace
I’m latching on to you (never)

Now I’ve got you in my space
I won’t let go of you (never)
Got you shackled in my embrace
I’m latching on to you (never)

Latching on to you 
(I’m latching on to you)
I won’t let go of you (never) 
(No, I won’t let go)

Latching on to you 
(How you wanna get down)
I won’t let go of you
(I won’t let go, I won’t let go)
Never

sOngs  &  readings

ceremOny sOng 
latch — by sam smith

performed by natara mason and john adams

When the rain is blowing 
 in your face
And the whole world is on your case
I could offer you a warm embrace
To make you feel my love

When the evening shadows and 
 the stars appear
And there is no one there to dry 
 your tears
I could hold you for a million years
To make you feel my love

I know you’ve made your mind 
 up now 
And I would never do you wrong 
I’ve known it from the moment 
 that we met 
No doubt in my mind were 
 you belong

I’d go hungry, I’d go black and blue
I’d go crawling down the avenue
No, there’s nothing that I 
 wouldn’t do
To make you feel my love

The storms are raging on the 
 rolling sea
And on the highway of regret
The winds of change are blowing  
 wild and free
You ain’t seen nothing like me yet

I could make you happy, make 
 your dreams come true
Nothing that I wouldn’t do
Go to the ends of the Earth for you
To make you feel my love

To make you feel my love

First dance sOng 
make yOu Feel my lOve — by bOb dylan

performed by kate alken and john broad



Order OF the day

W H AT  I S
TYI N G  T H E

K N O T?

Order OF ceremOny

13.00
yOrkshire tea & cOrnish cream scOnes

14:00
tie the knOt ceremOny

14:45
cOcktails & canaPÉs  

16:00
Find yOur seat

16:15
sPeeches & Feasting

19:30
evening cOmmences  

19:50
cake cutting

20:00
First dance (sung by kate alken)

20:05
dance (until yOu drOP)  

00:00
carriages

Jessica and Ash will 
seal their relationship 
with the giving and 
receiving of rings. 
Today their relation-
ship is further sym-
bolised by the tying 
of a fisherman’s knot; 
a true lover’s knot, 
for it is the strongest 
there is; its bond will 
not break, becoming 
ever stronger under 
pressure. These two 
cords represent them 
as individuals - as 
the unique and spe-
cial gifts they bring to 
their marriage. As you 
fasten the pieces to-
gether, these actions 
represent the the join-
ing of their two lives 
into one common pur-
pose. The completed 
knot represents their 
future, secure in the 
knowledge their rela-
tionship will continue 
to be strong, despite 
the inevitable changes 
life brings.  Although 
the fisherman’s knot 
is one of the sim-
plest to tie, it is also 
one of the sturdiest.
As stress is applied, 

the knot becomes ever 
stronger. It is the goal 
of marriage to achieve 
a blending of hearts 
and lives, but like the 
spaces between these 
cords formed by the 
knot, let there also 
be spaces in your new 
life together, so each 
may encourage and 
nurture the individual 
growth of the other. 
Jess and Ash will pull 
on this rope to see 
it strengthen under 
pressure while still al-
lowing us to see the 
individual cords - just 
as their support of 
one another, as beau-
tiful and blessed in-
dividuals, strengthens 
their union. As they 
hold one another in 
mutual concern and 
share respect, may 
they continue holding 
each other tightly in 
their hearts and form 
a strong bond, now 
and forever. Let this
knot indicate the 
strength of their love 
and be a symbol of 
their unity from this 
day forward.

CELEBRANT — NICOLA LE COUTEUR BISSON

MUSIC BY — JOHN ADAMS DUO

14:00
JESSICA AND BRIDAL PARTY TO ARRIVE

CAN’T HELP FALLING IN LOVE BY ELVIS PRESLEY

A READING FROM KATIE CLARK

“WHAT IS LOVE”
BY COULSON MACLEOD

VOWS

WE HAVE WRITTEN OUR OWN VOWS SO WE APOLOGISE

IN ADVANCE FOR THE TEARS!

A SONG FROM NATARA MASON WITH JOHN ADAMS

“LATCH”
BY SAM SMITH

A POEM FROM TIM LORD

“IF & SO”
BY A NOBLEMAN

TYING THE KNOT & EXCHANGE OF RINGS

WITH KATE ALKEN

LAST WORDS.
EXIT SONG, HEY HO BY THE LUMINEERS



As most of you probably know, 
Jess and I got engaged on 
Christmas Eve last year. What 
you might not know is the story 
leading up to the event! 

We had been talking about 
getting married for a couple of 
months before I popped the 
big question and as such, had 
started doing the tours of the 
jewellery shops and internet to 
get an idea of what she would 
like. The problem was, Jessica 
changed her mind every time we 
saw a different ring - whatever 
we were looking at, that was her 
favourite! Needless to say, this 
left me in a bit of a quandary 

as we weren’t really making any 
progress so I decided to take 
matters into my own hands. I 
found an awesome jewellery 
shop in Truro called ‘Canary 
Blue’ run by a nice guy called 
Richard - he said he would help 
me to design my own ring for 
Jessica and then he would make 
it - so that’s exactly what I did! 

The plan was to get the ring 
made exactly as I wanted, and 
then propose on Christmas day. 
Unfortunately, time scales were 
tight as Richard needed about 
6 weeks to make the ring, after 
I’d designed it and I’d managed 
to leave it to only about 4 weeks 

before Christmas. Thankfully 
he pulled out all the stops and 
I collected the ring from him at 
about 5pm on Christmas Eve (so 
just in the nick of time to pull 
off my plan of the Christmas 
Day proposal!) 

I had planned to put up a tree 
in St Newlyn East Woods at the 
spot where we had first said “I 
love you”, but due to torren-
tial rain and flooding, that just 
wasn’t an option. So, as an alter-
native, I had planned to wrap 
the ring up and hide it in the 
tree ready for Christmas morn-
ing. As it worked out however, 
I’d only had the ring a few hours 

and it was already burning a hole 
in my pocket, so when Jessica 
came over on Christmas Eve 
(and despite her demanding I at-
tend to a sack full of unwrapped 
presents), I decided I was just 
too excited to wait until the 
morning, so I got down on one 
knee in front of the fire with our 
Christmas tunes on and popped 
the question there and then!

Luckily she made my dreams 
come true and said yes straight 
away - after some jumping 
around and squealing - ten 
months later, here we are today, 
celebrating the fruits of that un-
forgettable occasion.

hOW We met

OUR ENGAGEMENT STORY

Thankfully, we both swiped right! 

After a quick hello, we ex-
changed numbers. I said, 
‘Guess Who!’, about a minute 
later Ash responded ‘Please be 
Santa Claus!’ with a smiley face 
and we started chatting. We 
talked all night and our con-
versation felt so natural - just 
like we’d already been friends 
for years. Three days later, we 
met in person and we’ve been 
together ever since. 

Ash was my first and only inter-
net date! I was really nervous 
but he said, no pressure “worst 
case scenario we’ll make a new 
friend”. He took me to a local 
pub in Padstow, we had a drink 
and shared some chips. The 
conversation was so easy and 
time seemed to fly by. As soon 
as he dropped me home I text 
him to thank him for a lovely 
evening, and he replied “Just 
for the avoidance of any doubt, 
I think you’re totally lovely 

and I fancy the pants off you...
sorry so bad at playing it cool! x”

A few days later, he had to 
leave for two weeks in Egypt 
but left with me a shoebox of 
cards, one to open each day 
he was away – clever boy!

I knew within a few weeks 
that I would one day marry 
Ash. I drove poor Katie insane 
on the plane home from Da-
na’s romantic Italian wedding, 

assuring her that if this isn’t 
love, then there is no such 
thing. 

I still get excited when I hear 
his ringtone, and when the 
door opens at the end of the 
working day. We laugh all the 
time and I remind myself that 
what we have is so incredibly 
rare. We are the same, we are 
silly, we are weird - and we 
are happy.

Written by Jess

Written by Ash



crOssWOrd clues
ACROSS —
3.   wedding location (6)(5)
4.  the happy couples favourite animal! (3)
7.  father of the bride (4)
8.  bride throws it! (7)
11. best man Stu’s favourite food (5)
13. where the happy couple are going 
 on honeymoon (5)
14. tying of the... (4)

DOWN —
1. bridesmaid Katie & best man Tris live here (6)
2. the colour of the groom’s suit (8)
3. traditional holiday after the wedding (9)
5.  maker of pie’s for the feast! (3)
6.  originally would have been in the center 
 of walled garden (7)
9.   dating app Jess and Ash met on (6)
10.  name of the stone wall at the front of 
 the house (4)
12. jess’ diamond colour (4)

a WOrd OF thanks
To our friends and family members 
who have made this day possible, 
including those of you who have 
traveled near and far to be here, 
thank you so much for making this so 
unforgettable. 

In addition to our parents, Michael 
and Kate Alken, and Steve and Anne 

Theasby, we would like to extend a 
special thanks to the talented Katie 
Clark, who not only took valuable days 
off work to put up with Jess during 
the preparations, but also helped 
create these beautiful newspapers 
with the wonderful Tom and Chloe 
from Made by Wood & Wood! 
Something we will cherish forever
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