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By Bobby Lopez, PGA Professional

While visiting 
Spain I had the 
opportunity to 
meet with Camilo 

Lopez, Director of the golf 
academy at La Quinta Golf 

Club in Marbella Spain.  The academy is headed 
by Manuel Pinero, former European tour player 
who was my mentor on tour and had great success 
in the Ryder Cup and won several tournaments 

in Europe, won the 
World Cup and 
more.

Camilo, like in 
most cases, does 
most all the teach-
ing programs and 
has other teach-
ing pros under 
his command and 

careful very competent direction.
Camilo has a very in depth knowledge of the 

golf swing and uses the same software I use 
which is the V1 video capture system.

Camilo runs a great golf academy with out-
standing facilities.  First class indeed!

We talked about teaching styles, our core beliefs 
for the golf swing and over all operations of a 
golf academy which would probably not interest 
you so we’ll skip that part.

It was stunning as to the similarities we had 
in our teaching styles, considering we had never 
met, although we have the same last name.  May-
be there’s something to that?  We call that in Cuba 
a “tocallo”. (tocayo English pronunciation)

We whittled down our conversation to two dif-
ferent and distinct strategies:

Do you attempt to teach a student how to swing 
the perfect golf swing, (whatever that is) or do 
you attempt to fi nd the one or two glaring swing 
faults that make it diffi cult for the golfer to hit 
consistent golf shots, (they can’t get the club 
face back to the ball square to the path).

Without hesitation Camilo and I both agreed 
that it’s the second strategy that carries the most 
merit and probability for success.  (I guess they’ve 
seen Jim Furyk in Spain?) That being the case, 
the process is as follows:

You repair or realign a golf swing in the fol-
lowing sequence:   Club Face - Body - Path

If your golf club face is excessively closed or 
open, your body will attempt to adjust  or com-
pensate so one should not attempt to repair the 
body rotation and tilt without fi rst realigning the 
golf club face.  Comprendo amigo?

Example:  You have a severely closed golf club 
face at the top of the back swing so you probably 
slide your body through the impact area rather 
then turning or clearing your hips.  That being the 
case, you must fi rst fi x the golf club face issue 
then repair the body turn or lack thereof.

WARNING!  Now that your golf club face is 
square and you are still sliding, you will bail the 
ball out to the right big time, (for right handers) 
because the slide and the closed face were pals 
and worked together.  Get rid of the slide fi rst 
while you still have a closed face and you will 
hook the daylights out of the ball. 

My experience is that once you repair the golf 
club face angle and repair the body rotation and 
tilt, the path will not be an issue!  You’re fi xed!  
Of course the issue will be, can you repeat the 
repaired motion consistently.  That will depend 
on how many times you nag the new motion in 
to submission.
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You need to consider repeating your assigned 
drills in front of a mirror at home, at the offi ce 
every time nobody is looking, at the range during 
practice and just before a round of golf.

The video analysis will help us pinpoint what 
your golf club angle and body turn is perform-
ing like now, will help you see it for yourself 
and also help you see if you’re making progress.  
Keep in mind that what you see and what it actu-
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ally feels like may not be the same. 

I like to equate it to fl ying on instruments.  You 
can’t count on your feelings.  Just like your air-
craft could be tilted in an undesirable position and 
you wouldn’t know if you didn’t understand how 
to fl y on instruments.  They say on tour, “what 
you feel may not be real”  Same thing in the air.

If you are not clear on what your swing issues 
are call me at 804-378-7456.

The only way to know exactly how your 
golf swing is performing is by slowing it 

down on video and pinpointing the “Grem-
lin” in your golf swing.  Grab your I-Phone 
or any camera and send us a video of your 
swing for a full analysis along with a drill 

that will get you on your way to better golf. 
For details go to www.quickfi xgolf.com

Have You Seen YOUR 
Golf Swing on Video?

Camlio López has been 
a golf professional since 
1992 and is a Master 
Professional of the Royal 
Golf Federation of Spain. 
He is down to earth and 

loves teaching, motivating and talking, and 
among his hobbies we would highlight his 
love of contemporary art, music, literature and 
travelling.


