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Introduction – The Reason for Being Who You Are Today  

 

Now why am I like this? I’ve worked hard day in and day out but still I find it 

hard to make ends meet. How is it that some people can simply visit 

Starbucks, sitting there almost every day and just sipping their favourite 

Mocha Frappuccino. They would be enjoying themselves by surfing the net, 
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socialising with their friends – as if Starbucks is their office.  As for me? Well, 

I have to wake up early each morning, face the dreaded traffic jam, stressing 

all the way just to get to my office to face that even more daunting kind of 

thing called, work!  Well, pausing a little bit here and reflecting back, it might 

be because I have not chosen to do the things that I love in the first place.  

I have been programmed to follow that all conventional, ‘study-hard-and-

get-a-good-job ideology’ and have been stuck in that repetitive, rat-race 

lifestyle (or shall we call it ‘life cycle’) ever since I embarked on this journey 

in the corporate world. It has been almost a decade or more. But why am I 

still doing this? I mean, is there anything I can do about it, or am I stuck here 

forever? Feeling unhappy with that pathetic sum of income for the rest of 

my life, having no freedom to do anything I want, period?  

Are you familiar with having such thoughts each day? That self-blaming and 

no-way-out kind of thinking about your life which makes you feel like you are 

permanently doomed? Well, first of all, let me relieve you from your long-

term misery by saying, all these can be changed!   
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You too can be like the Starbucks devotees, frequenting the luxury coffee 

house just like it’s your office. In fact, it is not just you who can have such a 

lifestyle, but anyone who wants it. The only thing that is stopping you is your 

self-limiting mindset, which has made you what you are today. Your mind 

has been programmed to live a certain kind of life, do the same kind of 

things every day, eat the same kind of food, have the same kind of thinking, 

act in a way which makes you what you are today without even realising it 

yourself. It is like something which you automatically do, but it is not exactly 

what you want – which in turn results in your feelings of dislike and 

unhappiness. This ‘program’ has been so deeply implanted into your system, 

that you find it hard to even reverse it without external help from others. 

This is mainly due to the fear from within and that overwhelming worry of 

doing something out of the ordinary, which is not the ‘programmed’ or 

ordinary kind of activities that you are so accustomed to doing every day.   

We, human beings are indeed very weak creatures, especially when it comes 

to emotions. We are so afraid to lose what we have now, that we don’t even 

realise there are many great things for us to enjoy out there if only we can 

conquer our fears within. Conquering our fears will free us to do the things 

that can lead us into having better lives. Hug the same pillow every day and 

you will get that same comfort zone from your pillow infinitely – until the 

day you decide to ditch it and switch to a bigger and more comfortable 

booster which can offer you extra comfort. The same holds for your life.   

Ditch that pathetic 9-to-5 job of yours. Start your own business and be your 

own boss! I am sure your life will start to change for the better! A lot of 

factors like, fear of failures, financial limitation, lack of business ideas, too 

old to start and many more will devour your dream of becoming financially 

independent if you allow these fears to do so. In other words, you will be a 

victim of your self-defeating mind and fall back to where you were before. 

That is what happens to many of us, who are still at the ‘why-we-are-what-

we-are-today’ stage!   
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In the first chapter, I am going to tell my story of how I came from a poor 

background and despite a lot of adversities, I was able to lift myself out of 

the rut and become a millionaire today. Not convincing enough? Well, I will 

also relate many real life stories from famous people out there who have 

made it as millionaires themselves. I am sure you would be interested to 

know how they did it. What do they possess – that most ordinary people do 

not notice or realise – so that the ordinary ones can become like the 

millionaires too? This can be done if they could just open up their minds and 

act upon the things they learn from the rich and famous! Come let us begin, 

shall we? 
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  1 Real Life Examples  
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Real Life Examples 

 

Derric Chew 

 

Like many rebellious boys during the 1980’s, I used to have zero affinity to 

studies and on many occasions choose to commit truancy, which means to 

be intentionally absent from school without my parents’ knowledge. 

However, I was caught a few times by my highly-stringent father and got 



 
 12 

caned as a result. During my school days, art was the only subject that I have 

a slightly higher interest in, and so I decided to venture into graphic design. 

My parents were very happy that I was, at least, interested in something and 

thus supported me financially. It all went well until the day when my parents 

were being influenced somehow by the non-stop negative talks by my 

relatives. This has unfortunately caused my parents to somehow change 

their minds and decided to stop supporting me. I was devastated and ended 

up having to take computer science instead. I became a lecturer in computer 

science after my graduation. After working for several years, I began to see 

changes in my life. This was probably due to the working environment and 

influence from my colleagues. I become a person who likes to read books. 

This was probably something you will not expect from a rebellious student 

who liked to skip classes. As a lecturer, I needed to get myself prepared for 

my classes and that must have somehow forced me to read books. The 

books I have read are mostly motivational and computer science books. 

After about 15 years of working, I realised that it was not the way to go as 

there was not much challenge in life. Doing the same thing over and over 

again, lacking rest and always falling sick every one or two months. I also felt 

that my job is very stressful. I mean, there’s really no life to be exact in my 

working life! That’s when I decided to start my own business. After less than 

two months, I was proud to have a business generating RM60,000 to 

RM80,000 per month. After a few years in my conventional business, I felt 

worse, ironically, as I found out that running my own business is actually 

much harder. The reason being that I don't have much time for myself. This 

has prompted me to search for a better way out. I openly and willingly 

explored many things including multi-level-marketing (MLM) but ended up 

discovering online business. I found out that online business, interestingly, 

can provide not only financial freedom but also time freedom. It is by doing 

my online businesses that I was able to make my first million in a much 

shorter period of time than I can imagine. It is that powerful. In fact, the few 



 

13  

millionaires whom I will talk about later built their empire via online 

business. The beauty of online business is that it does not require a huge 

capital outlay as compared to the conventional brick and mortar businesses. 

In the event that you failed to make any money in your online business, you 

can always start another one without having to go through any bankruptcy 

risk whatsoever! The best part is that I can virtually make money while I am 

sleeping! 

 

While I was doing my own business, I have developed a habit of continuous 

learning, which is very important not only for self-improvement. In fact, it is 

invaluable and essential for one to be equipped with this habit as we would 

all have to face the harshest and most challenging situations when we are in 
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the business world. Whenever I have free time, I would continue to learn 

and improve myself. In July of the year 2012, I published my first book – 

Internet Millionaire Mindset 1 and it became a bestseller within two months. 

This was followed by my second book – Internet Millionaire Mindset 2, 

which was published in October 2013 and become a bestseller in just five 

weeks. Looking back, I cannot imagine how a person who had hated studying 

and going to school can end up being a successful entrepreneur. In the 

process, I have developed multiple skills. These include people skills, 

business skills, marketing skills, coaching skills, and more. I have seen myself 

improve and have a 180 degree of change. Using the skills I have developed 

(which are mostly covered in this book), I won't stop venturing into more 

businesses as I am currently a proud owner of more than eight businesses to 

date.  

I will indeed apply the secrets and techniques in this book to embark into 

more businesses in the near future. If an ordinary guy like me can do it, so 

can you. Before we enter into the secret formula that has brought me to 

where I am today (a millionaire!), let us now dwell into the lives of several 

famous people around the globe by reading about their success stories. How 

did they go from zero to hero and against all odds have made it to where 

they are today? These are valuable insights that we must know. They are 

ordinary people like you and me, but special in a sense that they have the 

guts to stand up for themselves and become successful. Their ability to 

achieve greatness is something that we must learn from them, so let’s get 

started, shall we? 
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Other Living Examples 

 

Millionaire No. 1 

After telling my story, you may still be skeptical about how easy it is to 

become a millionaire yourselves. Well, it is normal to have that sort of 

feeling right now. But let me continue by showing you how many others 

have done it also, that is to become a millionaire, multi-millionaire, or for 

some – billionaires to be exact! 

 

Born in Hangzhou, China, this guy was very bright and determined since he 

was young and has a great interest in learning English. He received his free 

English lessons by guiding foreigners around the city and interacting with 

them. However, he was faced with life’s toughest obstacle when he failed his 
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university entrance exam – not once or twice – but thrice. However, this did 

not deter him from entering university as he graduated in Hangzhou 

Teacher’s Institute in 1988 with a Bachelor’s degree in English. He furthered 

his studies in Hong Kong billionaire Li Ka-shing’s Cheung Kong Graduate 

School of Business and completed his studies in 2002. He was introduced to 

the Internet in 1994. He and his wife started an Internet company with  

US$20,000. The company built websites for Chinese companies and they 

were able to generate  US$800,000 profits in just three years’ time. The 

company was named “China Yellow Pages”. He was in charge of a Chinese IT 

company established by the China International Electronic Commerce 

Center, a department of the Ministry of Foreign Trade and Economic 

Cooperation in 1998 to 1999. Later, he decided to quit and move back to 

Hangzhou to start his own Internet business, conveniently named as 

“Alibaba” (as the name was quite well known by everybody – the Arabian 

fairytale) with 17 friends in his own apartment.  
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Alibaba is an e-commerce platform similar to eBay. The company has grown 

from a 500,000 Chinese yuan venture capital company to an Internet empire 

with a net worth of US$231 billion in September 2014. This has made Jack 

Ma one of the richest man in the world with a net worth of US$22.7 billion 

(as of March 2015). Although it may seem easy to become rich like Jack Ma, 

it isn’t quite easy until you count the years that took him to reach where he 

is today. It was indeed a long journey as he started off making other people 

rich first via the use of his e-commerce platform. There were occasions 

where the people whom he had made rich offered to pay for his meal at a 

restaurant.  

He once said that his first encounter with computer was when he was 33 

years old. He had never written a single line of programming code nor made 

a sale to a customer before. So as you can see, to make it to the top you 

need a whole lot of guts, determination, hard work and even time. Ma has 

not only done a great job in his business – he had also, like many other 

millionaires out there – believe in giving back to society. As he had once said, 

the amount of money that he has right now are the resources entrusted to 

him by the people. In 2010, Forbes Asia has chosen him as one of “Asia’s 

Heroes of Philanthropy” for his contribution to disaster relief and poverty. 
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Millionaire No. 2 

 

Let me start off by introducing a special, lady from the United States of 

America. This African American lady comes from a very poor family in the 

city of Mississippi and was later raised up by a single mother in Milwaukee. 

She faces many challenges in her early life as her family was very poor. She 

was sexually abused when she was nine years old and once become 

pregnant at 14 but her son died prematurely. If we had encountered the 

same hardships as this lady, we might have given up our lives by turning to 

suicide as an option. But to this young lady, there is no way she was going to 

give up her precious life so easily. In fact, she continued living, going to 

school and pursuing her dreams. When she was 19, she got a job as a news 

announcer at a local radio station. Her ability to spontaneously improvise 
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talks has got herself into the day time talk show scene. She was quick to grab 

this opportunity and made a breakthrough by raising a third-rated Chicago 

talk show into number one in the US. She then started off her own famous, 

multi-award winning talk show called The Oprah Winfrey Show and the rest 

is history. Until now, she is the only African, North-American billionaire and 

without further introduction, I think most of us would have figured out who 

this special African American lady is – Oprah Winfrey! 

 

Millionaire No. 3 

 

Next, we are going to look at an ordinary young boy who was born in an area 

South East of London called Blackheath. He was said to have dyslexia, a form 

of brain disorder which makes it hard for one to recognise certain symbols 

and thus results in reading difficulties. This condition has made him perform 

badly during his schooling days. One of his headmasters once told him that 

he would either end up in jail one day or become a very rich and successful 

person in the future. However, he has this ability to work and connect with 

people well and he has made full use of this in running his businesses. He 

started off by running a student magazine called “Student” at the age of 16. 
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He later had an idea of promoting music records in his student magazine 

through mail order which eventually leads to the taking off of his record 

company in which he incidentally named it as “Virgin”. The name was 

chosen because it is their “first time” doing business hence the name.  

At that time during the 1960’s, records were selling at a premium pricing. 

When everyone else saw this as a difficult business to do, he viewed it from 

a different angle. He started using his mind and did whatever he can to sell 

records at a lower price thus making his record company a huge success. 

However, his business was not as smooth sailing as one would expect. The 

local authorities declared his record stock as selling at export price and so he 

was fined and forced to pay additional tax and penalties in which he agreed.  

Despite this hiccup, his record company continued to grow and he eventually 

ventured into having his own record label, signing on various artists such as 

Sex Pistol and Culture Club. He eventually sold off his record company to 

music giant, EMI for £500 million in 1992. He shed tears after that as he was 

reluctant in selling his record business that he had put his heart and soul into 

building. In fact, it was the foundation of his Virgin Empire. However, he 

later started another record company called V2 Records to re-emerge into 

the record industry.   
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This amazing guy, who is famous with turning his frustration into a business 

venture, started his ever-so-famous low-cost airline Virgin Atlantic Airways 

after being stranded in a small island while travelling to Puerto Rico. Instead 

of fuming about the situation, he hired a small private jet and sold every seat 

on the plane to his fellow stranded counterparts. Following his successful 

Virgin Airline, he continued to venture into many other businesses involving 

trains, mobile phones, reality TV shows, fuel, Formula One racing and even 

space travelling. This respectable Englishman is none other than Sir Richard 

Branson, one of the world’s richest billionaires. 

 

Millionaire No. 4 

 

Born in 1984 in a suburban city called White Plains in New York with three 

sisters and a dentist father, this American boy was destined for greatness at 
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an early age. He was brilliant in his studies during his high school years and 

has received many awards in mathematics, physics, astronomy and also 

classical studies. He can even recite lines from poems effortlessly. Not only 

was he intellectually brilliant, he is also physically fit as the captain and star 

of his college fencing team. 

So what can this young brilliant American boy do to become successful in 

life? Well, he can always choose to further his studies, get a Master’s degree 

and then a PhD in his chosen field. After that, he could work for a big 

corporate company and earn a high paying salary, for instance. But do you 

think a young boy with a brilliant mind would choose such a boring route 

and live the kind of life that the rest of us would? Obviously not, as this boy 

was exposed to computer programming during his childhood days. In fact, 

he was only six years old when his father taught him Atari BASIC 

programming in his own home. Later, a software developer was engaged to 

deepen this young boy’s knowledge in the world of programming. He was 

learning so fast that he even took a graduate course in the subject while he 

was still in high school. With his vast knowledge in computer programming 

and a brilliant mind, eager to try out new things in his life, it was inevitable 

that this young man, now in his college years would go on to something 

bigger.  

During that time he tested out a program which was called Facemash in 

which he gave students the liberty to choose the best looking person from a 

selection of photos he put up online. However, the site was closed down by 

the college as its popularity overshot the college’s network hub capacity and 

students complained of their photos being placed online without their 

consent. So, stop everything and concentrate on your studies, boy. Do you 

think this boy would do that? Not in a million chances. In fact, in the 

following semester, he started writing a new program that allowed students 

to put their own photos, name and profile – like a student directory book – 

and he named it Facebook. The rest is history!  
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The boy is none other than Mark Zuckerberg – the CEO of Facebook, Inc. 

founder of the largest social network site to date which has a personal 

estimated wealth of US$31.6 billion as at February 2014. Just imagine what 

the world would be like if Mark has stopped innovating new things when he 

faced his first hurdle back then! Well, we would be still using emails and 

phones call to communicate our thoughts every day wouldn’t we! 
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Millionaire No. 5 

 

This next person I am about to introduce is a Chinese boy, born in the 

Province of Shanxi, China, where he grew up in the city of Yangquan 

together with his four other siblings and parents who worked as factory 

workers. This young Chinese boy is very bright in terms of his academic 

achievement. He achieved the second highest grade in his local city high 

school entrance examination. Since young, he had been passionate about 

computer and programming. He was once the top achiever in China’s 

National Higher Education Entrance Exam resulting in him enrolling as a 

student in Peking University. He received his Bachelor’s degree in 

Information Management there. After that, he furthered his studies in The 

University at Buffalo in the US where he earned his Master’s Degree in 

Science but decided not to continue with his PhD. Most of you may wonder 

why he has not gone all the way to earn his doctorate degree since he was 
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so bright in his studies. Well, we may think he is a bright young man, but the 

real person himself is much brighter than what we can imagine.  

This young man then, wasted no time as he quickly got attached to a New 

Jersey division of Dow Jones and Company called IDD Information Services 

where he worked as a software program developer. One of his initial 

projects was to make Wall Street Journal go online by writing its software 

programs. He was also involved in enhancing the search engine algorithms 

where he later created the webpage ranking algorithm for search engines 

called Rankdex and was patented in the US. After leaving IDD, he used his 

Rankdex system to start his own search engine for the Chinese community, 

famously known as Baidu. 

 

 The guy I am talking about here is Robin Yanhong, Li or simply Robin Li. He 

not only co-founded the Baidu search engine, but he has turned Baidu into a 

mega company by listing it on the US stock market NASDAQ index. So, 
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friends, hard work never stop once you have created something big. You 

must continue to make it bigger just like Robin Li. He has a fortune of 

US$12.1 billion as at March 2014 making him one of the richest men in 

mainland China. This is a good example of the magic of thinking big! 

 

Millionaire No. 6 
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This next famous person I am about to talk about started off working as a 

janitor and he was not satisfied with where he was, thinking that he 

deserved a much better life than this. He virtually turned his life at 180 

degrees on the day he decided to have a change in his life. This boy was born 

in North Hollywood, California with his parents divorced while he was only 

seven years of age and his mother had remarried twice. He started off the 

process of his amazing transformation by helping his mentor, Mr. Jim Rohn 

in promoting and selling his seminars. He was so intrigued with his mentor’s 

motivational stuff that he began learning neuro-linguistic programming or 

NLP. He studied how top achievers obtain excellent results in their 

respective fields. He learnt it from the co-founder of NLP Mr. John Grinder 

himself. He then began teaching NLP himself and started to incorporate the 

“fire-walking” experience into his seminars. With this, he attracted huge 

media attention, bringing him close to a celebrity status as a result.  
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There was no turning back for this young man. He then started teaching his 

own system known as Neuro Associative Conditioning or simply NAC. He also 

wrote two best-selling books, namely “Unlimited Power” and “Awaken the 

Giant Within” and had successfully changed many people’s lives for the 

better with his “Unleash the Power Within” seminars. People from all walks 

of life such as businessmen, housewives, athletes, politicians and many more 

followed his principles and peaked-performed in their respective fields. All 

these have made Mr. Anthony Robbins a multi-millionaire himself. It was 

once said that his 2000-seat seminar was so overwhelmingly popular that 

7000 people came to his 5000-seat seminar venue and causing traffic jam of 

up to a mile long! You may not have imagined how a person who started off 

as a janitor can become so overwhelmingly successful in what he does now. I 

think not even Mr. Anthony Robbins himself could have imagined that this 

would happen. Well, imagining these things is not the crucial point actually. 

What is more important is the day you decide to make a change for yourself 

and actually take action towards its accomplishment. So, do make that same 

choice today for yourself if you are not happy with where you are right now! 

 

Millionaire No. 7 
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This next guy was born in the US with both parents hailing from Taiwan. He 

grew up in California and went to Harvard University. Having graduated with 

a Computer Science degree, he entered the corporate world and worked in 

Oracle Corporation, the second largest software producer after Microsoft. 

After a few months, he found out that this corporate work life was not 

suitable for him. He dived straight into doing his own business by developing 

an online advertising site called LinkExchange. He grew the site from only 30 

clients to a whopping 400,000 clientele with 5 million advertisements 

rotating daily in just a span of two years. He later sold the site to Microsoft 

for $265 million dollar in the same year.  

Well, most people who had reaped such a huge success in life would 

consider retiring and living on the bank interest alone – but do you think this 

young American Chinese guy would just stop there? A resounding ‘no’! He 

and his college friends then began to try a new online business, which sells 

shoes on the Internet. He was a little skeptical in the beginning about the 

business model but was eventually persuaded by his friend to go ahead as  

shoe selling was a huge market to tap into. It wasn’t always a smooth-sailing 

journey for these two friends as they struggled to make all their customers 

happy because 25% of their business was drop shipped. He then managed to 

expand his inventory capacity and sent products to his customers directly 

from his warehouse. His out-of-the-box idea of providing out-of-this-world 

customer service to his customer made his business grow from US$8.6 

million to an astonishing US$840 million in revenue, literally adding another 

two digits to his gross sales in just a few years. This special young man who 

thinks out of the box is the founder of Zappos.com, Mr. Tony Hsieh. Let’s put 

it this way, if one never stops allowing himself to grow, his rewards will 

never cease to flow as well. In 2009, Amazon.com acquired Tony’s business 

for US$1.6 billion, a double-hand salute for this young man, really!  
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Millionaire No. 8 

 

This next gentleman had a business idea while driving long distance from 

New York to Seattle. He documented his idea along the way throughout the 

journey. This guy had such a great confidence in himself that he virtually quit 

his well-paying day job and started his own business at his home garage. Do 

you know why he took the leap of faith back then? It was because he had 

noticed that the Internet was booming at that time. He took advantage of it 

wisely by setting up his online retail business selling books, known simply as 

Amazon.com. I am sure you could have guessed who this gentleman is by 

now. His name is Jeff Bezos. Jeff is a shrewd businessman best known for his 

attention to detail in doing his business. Firstly, he knows how to grab a 

good opportunity by quickly setting up his online bookstore business at the 

time when online shopping was becoming popular. Then, as a shrewd 

business entrepreneur, he doesn’t just stop there and wait for his business 

to be overtaken by competitors. He stepped another gear up by starting to 
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diversify his Amazon empire in selling other things. In 2009, Amazon bought 

over Tony Hsieh’s online shoe store, Zappos.com. In doing so, Jeff has not 

just strengthened Amazon, he indirectly cut off strong online competitors 

such as Zappos as Jeff foresee that this would pose a threat to Amazon if he 

let its competitors grow. Besides Zappos, Amazon has swallowed up many 

other companies that he thinks would threaten his company. The lesson we 

can learn from Jeff Bezos, is to be bold to start something by yourself and 

take massive actions and steps to grow your business. Don’t just start 

something and leave it to rot, because a business without active innovation 

and improvement will soon be out of business in no time!  

 

Millionaire No. 9 

 

The next guy comes from a family with computer science background. Since 

young, he liked to take everything in his house apart to see how things work. 
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While doing his PhD program in computer science, he had a huge interest in 

finding out the mathematical composition of a website, how each given 

webpage is linked to another one. His university supervisor gave him some 

encouragement to pursue deeper into this area, which he later said was the 

best advice he had ever received. Later, his fellow coursemate joined him in 

his research. They later developed the page-ranking algorithm for the World 

Wide Web. This finding was later used to create a search engine that is far 

more powerful that the rest back then in 1996.  

Well, the picture is starting to get clearer for you, right? These two friends 

later founded a search engine using their own research in Stanford 

University. They created this search engine empire by literally working in the 

back of their house garage. The search engine was named ‘Google’ and the 

two friends are Larry Page and Sergey Brin, the founders of Google, Inc. and 

their personal wealth is estimated to be US$32.3 billion each. Well, you 

might say these guys were lucky as they stumbled upon something that no 

one has discovered back then. Well, if you really think so, you are forever 

doomed to be in someone else’s shadow and will not start thinking on your 

own, let alone create a mass wealth as how Larry and Sergey did with 

Google. People worked very hard from the beginning, carried on with full 

passion and humbled themselves when they have reached the top, even 

though they are multi-millionaires by taking only a US$1 salary PER YEAR!  
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Millionaire No. 10 

 

People like Larry Page and Sergey Brin used their creative minds to make lots 

of money from their invention, the Google Search Engine. However, the next 

young man developed his passion in another arena, that is, sports. He 

started playing golf just before the tender age of two, introduced by his 

father. His father nurtured this young boy to play golf by surrounding him 

with every opportunity and everything that is associated with golf. This boy 

even appeared on the television at two years old, putting golf with comedian 

Bob Hope in The Mike Douglas Show. From then on, this boy had never 

stopped – winning tournaments after tournaments from junior to amateur 

to professional golf tournaments. He turned professional in 1996 and won 

his first major golf tournament in April 1997. Many lucrative endorsement 

deals started to swarm at his door step. He signed a whopping five-year deal 
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with Nike which amounted to US$105 million, the largest endorsement deal 

ever signed by an athlete at that time. So, as you can see, if we work hard 

and practice what we love best, money does come chasing at our doorstep! 

Before we forget, this golf prodigy who has many times been the world’s 

number one golf player, is the renowned Tiger Woods.  

 

Millionaire No. 11 

 

I am very fascinated whenever I talk about this millionaire. This great man 

was the former employee of Sir Richard Branson. He worked as the Financial 

Controller of Virgin Records during the 1980’s. Little did we know that one 

day this shrewd young man would emulate Richard Branson’s highly 

successful no-frills airliner, Virgin Atlantic, in the form of AirAsia to serve the 

people of Asia. He is none other than the great Tan Sri Dr. Tony Fernandes, 
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the Group Chief Executive Officer of AirAsia Berhad. The story of how he did 

it – creating a low-cost, “Now Everyone Can Fly” airliner truly amazed me. It 

is that millionaire essence in him that prompted him to acquire a heavily-

indebted airliner from a subsidiary of a Malaysian owned company DRB-

Hicom as he saw it as an opportunity that many of us don’t even dare to 

touch. He bought the company that was in US$11 million debt for one 

Malaysian Ringgit by mortgaging his own house and topped it up with some 

of his savings. Amazingly, after only one year in operation, Tony had 

managed to turn AirAsia around by wiping off all its debts and broken even. 

Not only this, the September 11 incident in 2001 has caused the aircraft 

leasing costs to plummet by 40% and with staff layoffs in many other 

airliner, Tony with his millionaire mindset again saw this as a golden 

opportunity and was able to get experienced people to join his team and 

grew his fleet from 2 to 184 aircraft to date.  

His budget airliner concept had opened up the opportunity for many people 

to travel via planes that is much affordable now. Before that, only 6% of 

Malaysians flew with planes. He had also successfully acquired landing rights 

for AirAsia through his Open Skies Agreements talks with neighbouring 

countries like Thailand, Indonesia, and Singapore. He then public-listed his 

company in November 2004 with overwhelming subscribers that exceeded 

by 130 per cent in total subscription. Tony went on to venture in other 

businesses such as hotels, telco, reality show, Formula One racing and 

Football Club. His net worth is estimated to be US$530 million as at April 

2015, placing him number 33 on the Forbes list of Malaysia's Richest.  
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Millionaire No. 12 

 

So far, most of the millionaires or billionaires introduced to you are either, 

non-Chinese ethnic or Chinese who are educated overseas, or those who 

grow up in a foreign country. This next person I am about to introduce to 

you is a Chinese who grew up in an Asian country. He had made himself a 

millionaire by his own efforts before he turned 30. He comes from the lion 

city of Singapore. Well, his father is a very rich businessman, but as for him, 

he was the kind of student whose teachers saw no hope of graduating from 

What are we 

going to do 

with this kid? 
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university. In fact, he was once kicked out of his primary school due to 

misconduct and poor performance at school. His primary school exam 

results were so bad that none of the six secondary schools that his parents 

enrolled him into wanted to accept him. But eventually, he was accepted by 

a school named Ping Yi, but his academic performance was as expected. He 

finished 156th out of 160 students in his Secondary 1 stream exam. This was 

due to his lack of interest in his studies, unmotivated life and excessive video 

game and television addiction.   

His parents did not know what to do with their son until they came to terms 

with it, and sent him to a motivational teen camp. At the camp, he learnt 

many motivational techniques including neuro-linguistic programming. After 

the five-day camp, the boy’s life took a 180-degree turn and began to amaze 

everyone by achieving top results in his school exams. From then on, he 

never turned back, he got himself into the National University of Singapore 

and graduated with top honours as well. He then went on to start his own 

business as a master motivator, teaching kids how to excel in their studies, 

written numerous best-selling books and many self-improvement programs 

for adults. From these, his fortune rose to the millions at the age of 26. His 

name is Adam Khoo. He is a person who strongly believes that frugality is the 

way to accelerate your millionaire dream. So if you say, I am stupid right 

now, I am not as gifted as others, please think again. This ‘not-so-bright’ 

Singaporean boy managed to turn his life around and found success, so can 

you! It is all about changing your mindset.  
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The Legends 

 

Millionaire No. 13 

 

This next guy is a tech whiz but he had to go through some hiccups early in 

his business career before he really made it big time. At first, he had to 

suffer the humiliation of walking away from the company he co-founded in 

1985 after some internal disagreements with other directors within the 

company. To some, if this kind of thing had happened to them, they might 

have just given up altogether and not have the courage to start all over 

again. But for this guy, he not only started all over again, he even founded a 

new computer platform development company called NeXT. The following 

year, he acquired the computer graphic section of the famous Hollywood 
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movie production company Lucasfilm, which he then turned it into his own 

brand called Pixar. With Pixar, he not just ran it but thrived into many 

famous animation productions, the most famous one being Toy Story in 

1995 where he was credited as the executive producer. Later on, he sold the 

company to Disney in 2006. Prior to this, his former company was at the 

brink of bankruptcy due to some mismanagement and failure to deliver their 

job to their customers. This guy stepped in as an advisor initially and later 

become its CEO. He literally turned the company around, making it not only 

profitable, but the most talked-about tech-company in the world, 

introducing the then newly-invented iPhone, which revolutionised the whole 

mobile phone industry. He also invented the iPod, iPad, iMac and iTunes.  

The company is Apple, Inc. which was the most publicly traded company in 

2011. This of course has made this tech guru himself one of the richest 

people in the world with a net worth of US$8.3 billion back in year 2010. This 

famous guy I am referring to is none other than the great Steve Jobs. 

 

 


