
           
 

   08/08/2017 

 

Travel Companions.Club 
Small Group Tour to Vietnam & Cambodia 

 

Travel Companions.Club welcomes all travellers including solo, friends or couples who wish to experience 
exciting destinations with likeminded social travel companions, along with our 24/7 backup care 

 

 
 

 
 

Colleen Doyle is your tour host, hosting exclusively for Travel Companions.Club and 
Innovative Travel. She brings with her over 25 years’ experience with tour groups to Asia, 
Europe, the Middle East, Africa, Canada, the Pacific and Australasia. 
Colleen has recently co-hosted a group to Gallipoli, for the ANZAC Day Centenary and a 
tour to the Holyland-Jordan.  Her unique style, sense of humour and genuine concern for 
passengers enhances every tour.     Comments from past clients include words like: 
unflappable, loads of fun, innovative, organised and caring. In recent years she has co-
hosted tours with Dame Malvina Major, Rev Mike Hawke and media personality Mike 
Yardley.  

 

 

Colleen looks forward to welcoming you on this special Travel Companions.Club tour. Take in the special highlights of 
Vietnam and Cambodia, which include:  Cultural city tours of Hanoi, Hoi An, Ho Chi Minh, Phnom Penh and Siem Reap, 
overnight cruise in stunning Halong Bay UNESCO World Heritage site, a cruise along the Mekong Delta river, a visit to 
the famous Cai Rang floating market in Can Tho; plus explore and retrace history at Angkor Wat UNESCO World 
Heritage site. 
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Optional : Pre tour  - EXPLORE SAPA - 4 Days 
Discovery of Sapa, the focal point for mountain travel in Vietnam, and a vibrant mix of colour and atmosphere 
as people from the myriad of ethnic minorities of the hills gather at their weekly markets. 
 

   
 

August 2018 
 

Tue 14 Hanoi  - Night train to Sapa 
On arrival at Hanoi Airport you will be met by our local guide and transferred to your hotel where a 
room is available for day use until your transfer this evening.  Remainder of the day at leisure until 
your transfer to the Hanoi Railway station for the overnight train to Lao Cai. Overnight on the train 
is in an air-conditioned cabin with sleeper berth (4 persons per cabin).     
 

Wed 15 Lao Cai – Sapa –Lao Chai – Ta Van   - 5km walking (2.5-3hrs)                                                  (BL)                                                                                                      
Arrive at Lao Cai early morning. After breakfast at a local hotel transfer to Sapa. Built in the early 
1920’s as a French hill station, the French nicknamed the Sapa region the “Tonkinese Alps” and its 
rugged and exotic beauty is still alluring. The district is inhabited by eight different ethnic groups 
that originated in China and other countries surrounding Vietnam with the majority subsistence 
farmers, growing rice - the most important crop.  
Transfer to Y Linh Ho Village to commence your walk into the Valley, which is the largest paddy 
terrace in the Sapa area. Embark on a beautiful walking tour though the village of Black Hmong and 
rice terraces. Continue from Lao Chai village of Black H’mong minority to Ta Van village of Giay 
minority. After lunch at a local house transfer to your hotel for check in.  
 

NOTE: The walk from Lao Chai – Tan Van (5km) can be substituted for a private vehicle transfer to 
the lunch location. 
  

Thu 16 Sapa – Ma Tra and Ta Phin villages - Overnight train to Hanoi-  1-2km walking                 (B)                                                                                 
This morning you will spend the day visiting Ma Tra and Ta Phin villages. Ma Tra village, home of 
the black H'Mong ethnic people is hidden away from civilization and villagers still maintain their 
way of living and life as they have for many centuries.  After visiting Ma Tra Village, travel by 
private vehicle to Ta Phin Village to explore the daily life style, handicraft traditions and specific 
customs of the Red Dzao tribe. Later return to the hotel (check out time is 12 noon) and remainder 
of the day is at leisure until your transfer to Lao Cai station for the night train back to Hanoi. 
Overnight on the train in air-conditioned cabins with soft sleeper berth (4persons/ cabin).   
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 Today join our main Tour : Vietnam & Cambodia - 16 Days 
 

 
 

August 2018  
 

Fri 17 
HANOI (D) 
Welcome to Vietnam. On arrival you will be warmly met and transferred to your hotel located in 
the old quarter of Hanoi for three nights. This evening meet your fellow travel companions and 
tour host Colleen, with a welcome drink, tour briefing and dinner at a local restaurant. 
 

Sat 18 HANOI (B,D) 

This morning explore Vietnam’s capital city, including Ho Chi Minh’s Mausoleum, his traditional stilt 
house and the revered One-Pillar Pagoda. Continue to Vietnam’s first university, the thousand-
year-old Temple of Literature. Remainder of the day at leisure in Hanoi.  
Later today capture the essence of Hanoi and attend a traditional water puppet show. This typical 
and enchanted performance consists of a succession of scenes evoking images of daily life and 
legends, accompanied by traditional music. Experience this mesmerising show inspired by small 
wooden puppets moving on the surface of the water.  
This evening dinner is at a local restaurant 
 

Sun 19 HANOI                                                                                                                                                                       (B) 

A day at leisure in Hanoi to further explore this charming colonial city with its tree lined 
boulevards, lakes and blend of French, Chinese and Vietnamese architecture. Alternatively Colleen 
can assist with a visit to a local spa for a therapeutic massage, pedicure or manicure.                                                                                                         
 

Mon 20 HANOI- HALONG BAY (BLD) 

Depart Hanoi this morning and drive to Halong Bay a stunning UNESCO World Heritage site with its 
3,000 islands of towering limestone dotting the bay and Gulf of Tonkin (180km – 3.5 - 4 hours). At 
noon, board your beautiful boat for an overnight cruise on Halong Bay. Savour the menu of fresh 
seafood. Lunch and dinner are served on the boat. Overnight on board. 
 

 
 

Tue 21 HALONG-HANOI-DANANG-HOI AN (BLD) 

Today is an early start to absorb the aquamarine water of the bay at its best. After breakfast, the 
junk continues to cruise quietly through the spectacular limestone formations of Halong Bay. Relish 
the peacefulness of sailing amongst the unique islands of the bay. Return to Halong harbour to 
disembark for your transfer to Hanoi Airport for your flight to Danang. On arrival in Danang 
transfer (approx. 1 hr) to your hotel in Hoi An located a short stroll from the beach for three nights. 
Dinner at the hotel this evening. 
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Wed 22 HOI AN (BD) 

The small streets of Hoi An make it ideal to explore the shops, houses and temples on foot or by 
bicycle. Cars and motorbikes are banned in some places, allowing the opportunity to appreciate 
some of most important features of Hoi An including Chinese temples, traditional houses, the 
famous Japanese bridge and daily activities of the locals in this city with a legacy of over 800 
historical monuments. The city itself has been listed UNESCO World Heritage. Complete the tour 
with a cup of coffee or tea at Reaching Out Tea House – a special teashop where all the waiters and 
waitresses are deaf and are given the opportunity to integrate into the community.  Lunch own 
arrangements.  
In the afternoon, board a boat for a leisurely cruise along the Hoi An River to the cooking class at 
Red Bridge Cafe. After the demonstration by the Chef there is time to prepare a dish then sample 
the various creations after the cooking lesson, for an interesting dinner this evening. 
 

 
 

Thu 23 HOI AN (B) 

Day at leisure. Perhaps visit the beautiful Cua Dai Beach or explore the many shopping 
opportunities of Hoi An or relax at the hotel pool and spa. 
 
Optional: Afternoon Photography tour Village & Sunset tour  
Sunset in Hoi An makes for an infinite hue of colours and reflections. Embark for your boat ride to 
Thanh Ha village, where you will explore the rice paddies in the warm afternoon light, capture the 
villagers planting, ploughing or harvesting rice. Visit a traditional village along the river and return 
by boat to Hoi An. Photograph the old quarter in the best light, soaking up the afternoon sun and 
reflections on the river. Whilst on this tour receive some helpful tips on natural light photography. 
Approx. 3 until 7 pm. NZD$75pp pre-booking required. 
 

Fri 24 HOI AN-HO CHI MINH (BD) 

Transfer to Danang Airport for your flight to Ho Chi Minh. 
Arrive Ho Chi Minh City late afternoon at the hotel for check in. The remainder of the afternoon is 
at leisure to relax in the hotel’s spa and wellness centre or marvel at the city view from the rooftop 
restaurant.  Evening dinner at the hotel. 
 

Sat 25 HO CHI MINH (BL) 

Embark on a half-day tour of the former capital of French Indochina, once known as Saigon but 
now officially named Ho Chi Minh City. Historic landmarks include the Old Saigon Post Office, Notre 
Dame Cathedral, Opera House, Dong Khoi street and the ethnic Chinese district of Cho Lon.  
Lunch is at a local restaurant then return to your hotel for an afternoon at leisure to relax or take 
an optional tour, before this evening’s special show. 
 

Optional: Reunification Palace - War Remnants Museum 
Continue your tour by visiting the Reunification Palace which was used as the headquarters of the 
Saigon Government during the American war in the 60s. Continue to the War Remnants Museum 
which contains a comprehensive array of documents and photos highlighting the long Vietnam-
American War. Your visit to the museum will provoke strong emotions. 
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This evening attend the AO Show. 
“À Ố” is the name given to the show which is a new kind of art performance commonly 
acknowledged globally as “new circus”. The show surpasses all the limits that were previously 
constructed by many other art shows in Vietnam over the years. Each performance is a visual 
creation of art and lighting. The main visuals of the show are bamboo basket boats and their use in 
the daily life of many Vietnamese. Dinner own arrangements this evening.  

 

    
 

Sun 26 
 
HO CHI MINH-MEKONG DELTA CRUISE-CAN THO (BLD) 

This morning depart from Ho Chi Minh City to explore Ben Tre in the Mekong Delta (130km - 2.5 - 3 
hours driving). Cruise along the Chet Say river (a branch of the Mekong) to discover the local way of 
life. Stop at a quiet village for a short walk to experience real Delta village life visiting a mat 
weaving house, where straw mats are woven using a hand loom before boarding your "xe loi" 
(motorized rickshaw). Explore the villages where you can see farms and rice fields before stopping 
at a local house for a delicious and filling lunch, featuring local seafood specialties. Afterwards 
board a sampan for a relaxing trip along narrow canals back to the pier for an onward transfer to 
Can Tho City for the night. This evening dinner is at the hotel restaurant as tomorrow is an early 
start. 
  

Note: Option for the motor rickshaw to be substituted for a bicycle. 
 

Mon 27 CAN THO – CHAU DOC – TRA SU CAJUPUT (BLD) 

Early departure to visit the famous Cai Rang floating market by motorised boat. Continue the boat 
ride to visit the Mekong Delta’s famous fruit orchards and sample the fresh, exotic fruit. Continue 
to Chau Doc (120km, 3 hours driving). Enroute visit Tra Su Cajuput Forest which is renowned for 
not only its almost-untouched natural beauty but also its sanctuary of flora and fauna. Take a boat 
trip into the forest.  Experience the fragrance of flowers and the sounds of birds, insects and 
animals. 
From the observation post, overlook the forest with an area of nearly 900 ha, home to many birds 
and animals, including some rare species.    
Time to relax on a hammock or experience the monkey bridge before checking into your hotel. 
Dinner is included at the hotel restaurant this evening. 
 

Tue 28 CHAU DOC-PHNOM PENH (BD) 

This morning travel by speedboat up the Mekong to Cambodia’s capital: Phnom Penh. The total trip 
takes approximately 4 plus hours (including visa formalities).  
Visas may be obtained at the border between Vietnam and Cambodia and are to be paid directly IN 
USD CASH at the border (approx. $34 USD per person). It is essential to also provide a passport size 
photograph to complete visa formalities.   The local guide will meet you in Phnom Penh upon 
arrival at the dock and transfer to your hotel.  
Phnom Penh’s wide tree-lined boulevards and faded colonial mansions hold an undeniable charm 
which you’ll discover this afternoon as you explore this capital city, once considered the loveliest 
city of Indochina. Despite its recent history, it still maintains considerable charm. Visit the Tuol 
Sleng Prison Museum and the “Killing Fields” of Choeung Ek. A visit to these sights provides a deep 
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insight into the rule of the Khmer Rouge. Dinner is included this evening. 
 

Wed 29 PHNOM PENH (BL) 

Today visit the Royal Palace.  At the northern area of the palace grounds is the Silver Pagoda, the 
most sacred temple in the country and The National Museum.  
After a light lunch the afternoon is at leisure to relax at the hotel pool and sun terrace or take time 
to stroll along the nearby Mekong river front or explore the local markets to shop for souvenirs, 
silks, clothing, handicrafts and jewellery. Return to the hotel by local tuk tuk (own expense). Dinner 
own arrangements this evening.  
 

 
 

Thu 30 
 
PHNOM PENH-SIEM REAP (BD) 

Transfer to Phnom Penh Airport for your flight to Siem Reap. On arrival in Siem Reap discover one 
of the most ancient sights of the region: the Roluos group. Commence your visit with the 
impressive Bakong Temple, a 9th century temple, then Preah Ko and Lolei which today houses a 
small monastery. Transfer to the hotel for check in. This afternoon the opportunity to spend 1 hr at 
a local spa to unwind from the day with a traditional oil massage (or on Friday).  Dinner at the hotel 
restaurant this evening. 
 

Fri 31  ANGKOR WAT – ANGKOR THOM – TA PROHM   (BD) 

This morning visit Angkor Wat, a world heritage site with soaring towers and extraordinary bas 
reliefs. It is one of the most amazing man-made monuments in the world, erected in the 12th 
century in honour of Vishnu. In the afternoon, In the afternoon, visit Angkor Thom (the Great City) 
beginning by the south gate and the famous Bayon of the 12th and 13th centuries, dedicated to 
Buddhism and composed of 54 gigantic towers featuring 216 smiling faces of Avalokitesvara. Then, 
visit the Elephant Terrace, which was used as a giant viewing stand for public ceremonies and 
served as a base for the King’s grand audience hall; and the raised Leper King Terrace, built in the 
12th century and which features many beautifully sculptured Apsaras. On your return visit the 
ancient Ta Prohm Monastery where immense branches have taken root in the stones – hence the 
nickname of the Jungle Temple. You will find some splendid sculptured Devatas and an atmosphere 
that is unique. This evening’s farewell dinner and welcome drink is at the Chanrey Tree Restaurant 
(or similar) 
 

Sat 1 Sep SIEM REAP – ONWARD FLIGHT (B) 
Transfer to the airport for your onward flight. 

   
Hotels featured or similar:  

 Sapa – Victoria Sapa Hotel **** Can Tho – Victoria Can Tho **** 

 Hanoi – Silk Path Luxury Hanoi **** Chau Doc – Victoria Chau Doc **** 

 Halong Bay – Non Private Pelican Boat Phnom Penh – Harmony Phnom Penh **** 

 Hoi An – Hoi An Beach Resort ****  Siem Reap – Tara Angkor **** 

Ho Chi Minh – Grand ****  
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 Tour cost ex Hanoi – Share twin: NZD 5,995pp AUD 5,695pp  

 Single Supplement: NZD 1,495pp AUD 1,420pp 

TOUR INCLUSIONS 

● Tour Host Colleen Doyle ex Hanoi 
● All transfers 
● Transport in air-conditioned coaches  
● Local flights in Vietnam and Cambodia as specified 
● English speaking local knowledgeable licenced guides 
● Accommodation in First Class specially located hotels with private facilities  
● Sightseeing as specified  
● All entrance fees for included sightseeing 
● Overnight on a junk cruise in Halong Bay with all meals included 
● 1 hour therapeutic massage at a local spa in Siem Reap 
● Breakfast daily 
● 6 lunches 
● A special welcome dinner with a welcome drink 
● A special farewell dinner with a welcome drink 
● Plus 8 dinners at local restaurants or hotels 
● Porterage at hotels 
● Some Tipping for included activities and meals 
● Travel notes prepared by Innovative Travel  
 
TOUR EXCLUSIONS 
 International flights 
 All Visas 
 Personal Expenses 
 Meals other than specified 
 Drinks/minibar 
 Insurance (compulsory) 
 Departure and airport taxes 
 Late check out 
 Pre Tour to Sapa (a good level of fitness is required). 
 Optional tours listed 
 Tipping of USD100 to be pre collected   
 
Share twin requests will be on request – if you are travelling on your own, but wish to share with another traveller. 
Price may be subject to currency fluctuations/fuel surcharges/airline, hotel increases or local schedules.  
The tour price is based on a minimum of 12 participants and may be subject to an increase if minimum numbers are not reached. 

 
 
Due to the interest in this unique tour, early registration is essential to secure your place. 
A non-refundable deposit of $750 is required upon registration. An interim payment will be required. Full payment will be required 
by 10 June 2018.  Interim deposits may also be required for internal airfares. The signed registration form must be sent to The 
Innovative Travel Company along with the deposit.  Registration is not guaranteed until acknowledgement is provided by the 
company.  After registration cancellation fees apply. Refer to tour registration form for full information. 
 
Itineraries are prepared as a guideline only. Some variations may apply due to prevailing local conditions in a country.  Transfer 
times, boat and flight schedules booked by Innovative Travel may be reconfirmed by the local operators upon arrival and are subject 
to change and local conditions. 
 
Passports should be valid for at least 6 months after your return date.  
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Visas for Vietnam are to be obtained in New Zealand prior to travel. Visas for Cambodia can be obtained at the border on tour if you 
are travelling on a New Zealand Passport. All other passport nationalities please check with Innovative Travel at the time of booking.  
 
Itinerary descriptions and photographs: All photos and hotel descriptions are general impressions of the property booked. These do 
not necessarily represent the room or view you will receive.   
 
Sightseeing 
Generally takes place in the cooler periods of the day ie early morning or late afternoon, therefore on occasion some early starts 
may be necessary to avoid the heat.   
 
Hotel check-in/out times are normally IN: 2pm /OUT: 12noon 
The only way to guarantee an early check-in or late check-out is to pre-book the night before (early check-in) or night after (late 
check-out).  Otherwise early check-in and late check-out are subject to availability when you are there. 
 
Non Smoking Rooms: As a policy Innovative Travel request non smoking rooms for all guests. These rooms are requested and are 
subject to availability.  
 
Tipping 
Please remember that tipping is an accepted practice throughout the world. In the majority of countries tipping acts as a 
supplement to a basic wage. Tipping will be pre-collected for all group activities.  Your tour leaders will tip for all included 
sightseeing, transfers and porterage. Please ensure that you have some USD cash in some smaller denominations such as 1, 5 and 
10’s for non included tipping.  Innovative Travel will provide guidelines in the final comprehensive travel notes provided with your 
documentation. 
 
On a lighter note 
Please remember that religious beliefs, traditional customs and daily manners may differ from country to country, these may seem 
quite strange at first. These idiosyncrasies are part of what makes travelling a special experience. Please be patient if you think 
things are happening at a different pace than you are used to and respect the differences in culture.   
 
Dress Codes  
Modest dress is required for entrance to holy sites – Men: Long pants, Women – skirt or long pants and shoulders covered.  
 
General Tour conditions  
General tour conditions apply as per the Ancient Kingdoms brochure. Specific tour conditions apply as per the details on your 
registration form. Signing your registration form is deemed to have accepted the tour conditions. 
If you need assistance relating to travel arrangements provided while on tour, please speak to the tour escort who is there to assist 
you in the first instance.  Please note it is our strong recommendation that any issues with hotel rooms or any other matters are 
brought to the attention of your tour leaders whilst on tour. 
 
Travel Advisory Information can change at any time and we suggest clients refer to The Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Travel 
Trade Advisory website at www.safetravel.govt.nz prior to departure for the latest up to date information and general advice 
regarding the countries you are visiting. 
 
Further information and registration  
If you have specific enquires please contact The Innovative Travel Company or if you wish to register, you may visit your preferred 
travel agent or contact The Innovative Travel Company.  A registration form should be filled out at the time of registration. All 
payment conditions are listed on the registration form along with cancellation fees. 

100% cancellation fees will be charged for all bookings cancelled less than 90 days before departure. No refund is available for 
cancellation after commencement or on any services not used. 

 
Further information and registration  
If you have specific enquires please contact The Innovative Travel Company or if you wish to register, you may visit your preferred 
travel agent or contact The Innovative Travel Company.  A registration form should be filled out at the time of registration. 

 
 

 


