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Welcome to the Travel Companions.Club 
Small Group Tour - Trans Siberian Railway Journey 

 

Travel Companions.Club welcomes all travellers including solo, friends or couples who wish to 
experience exciting destinations with likeminded social travel companions, along with our 24/7 
backup care 

 

 
 

 
 

Colleen Doyle is your tour host, hosting exclusively for Travel 
Companions.Club and Innovative Travel. She brings with her over 25 years’ 
experience with tour groups to Asia, Europe, the Middle East, Africa, 
Canada, the Pacific and Australasia. 
In recent years she has co-hosted tours with Dame Malvina Major, Rev Mike 
Hawke and media personality Mike Yardley to Gallipoli, the Holyland, Jordan 
and Europe.  Most recently she hosted the inaugural Travel 
Companions.Club tour to Vietnam and Cambodia.  Her unique style, sense 
of humour and genuine concern for our clients, enhances every tour.  
Comments from past clients include words like: unflappable, loads of fun, 
innovative, organised and caring.  

 
Colleen looks forward to welcoming you on this special Travel Companions.Club hosted adventure. 
Take in the special highlights of the Trans-Siberian – Mongolian rail journey, frequently referred to as 
the greatest train trip in the world, as it takes you across the largest country on earth. The landscape is 
stunning and ever varying, and this itinerary features many of the most beautiful stops and cities of this 
legendary train journey. Discover the multi-cultural influence of port city Vladivostok, where your 
journey begins,  sleep like Genghis Kahn in a Mongolian Ger tent walk the corridors of power in the 
Kremlin, visit the world famous Hermitage and. This is truly an experience like no other. 
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Preliminary itinerary for 25 May – 16 June 2019: SPECIAL TRANS-MONGOLIAN/SIBERIAN RAIL JOURNEY 
– 23 DAYS/22 (15 Nights’ accommodation + 7 Nights on the train)    

 
May 2019 
 
Sat 25  Vladivostok 

On arrival at Vladivostok Airport you will be met by our local guide and transferred by 
minibus to the centrally located Hyundai Hotel, your home for the next two nights. The 
remainder of the day is at leisure until you meet your Travel Companions at a welcome 

dinner in the hotel. (D) 

 
Sun 26  Vladivostok 

This port city, home to the Russian Pacific Fleet, was only re-opened to foreign 
visitors in 1992, after the fall of communism. In the city centre is Central Square, 
where a towering memorial pays tribute to local soldiers who fought Japanese 
forces in the early 20th century.    Today you will discover this amazing city, which 
has the largest harbour in the Far East, on a private tour including many historic, 
cultural and architectural landmarks.  (B) 

 
Mon 27 – Wed 29 Vladivostok – Ulan-Ude 

This morning is at leisure.  Wander through the boulevards of the city seafront and 
their sweeping view of Golden Horn Bay. Later your guide will escort you to the 
railway station, where you will depart in the evening for Ulan-Ude in a cabin with 
sleeper berth (4 persons per cabin, three nights). You begin your Trans-Siberian adventure 
at 17:10 on Train #1 (Two days, 15 hours and 35 minutes)    

  

Thu 30  Ulan-Ude 

The Mongolian influence and resurgence of Buddhism is evidence of Ulan-Ude, the 
capital city of the Buryat Republic in East Siberia, with a cultural blend of Mongol 
and Buddhist cultures.   On arrival at the railway station in Ulan-Ude at (08:35) you 
will be met by your local guide who will escort you to the modern and comfortable 
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Sagan Morin Hotel.  Today a guided city tour which includes a visit to the largest 
bust of Lenin’s head in existence, the richly decorated tea merchants houses and 
Revolution Square.       

 
Fri 31 Ulan-Ude - Ulaanbaatar  

This morning is at leisure, perhaps taking in some people watching on the 
Embankment of Selenga, or explore shopping and markets in the local Arbat area, 
named after the famous Moscow market, and search out some unusual souvenirs 
or take time to people watch.  Later prepare to depart this afternoon (15:45) for the 
next adventure in Ulaanbaatar Overnight on the train (#306) in cabins with sleeper 
berths (4 persons per cabin).  Travel time 15 hours approximately (B) 

 
 

      
 

JUNE  2019 
 
Sat 1 Ulaanbaatar 

Arrive this morning at 06:50.  Welcome to the capital of Mongolia, a country which offers 
everything from this modern city, through to the wild steppes once dominated by Mongol 
hordes,  deserts and unspoilt nature, and friendly, welcoming people.  Its spectacular 
location in the Tuul River Valley, which borders the Bogd Khan Uul National Park makes 
Ulaanbaatar unique. Originally a nomadic Buddhist centre, it became a permanent site in 
the 18th century and then under Soviet control in the 20th century.  The city is a vibrant 
blend of traditional and 21st-century lifestyles.     On arrival you will be met by your guide 
and transferred to your hotel (with breakfast on arrival).  The Bayangol Hotel is an ideal 
base near the city centre, with large, well-equipped superior tourist class facilities.  Later 
discover the sights of the city with your guide. 
 

Sun 2 Ulaanbaatar - Terelj National Park  
Today includes a visit to the Terelj National Park, a where you will be immersed in the 
alpine scenery and rock formations that have remained large unspoilt for thousands of 
years. You will also visit the monument to great Genghis Khan, who created the world’s 
largest ever land empire and whose name is synonymous with military genius and brutality. 
Tonight you will overnight in a traditional Mongolian Ger with dinner included. 

 
Mon 3 Ulaanbaatar - Irkutsk 

Upon return to Ulaanbaatar you will be driven to the railway station for you departure to 
Irkutsk (15:22) on an overnight train (#305; 4 persons per cabin). You can expect to arrive in 
Irkutsk at 14:37 (local time) the following day, on the 4th of June. 
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Tue 4 Irkutsk and Lake Baikal 

Irkutsk has a varied and often bloody history. Home to many intellectual and aristocratic 
nobles following a revolution against the Tsar in 1825, it was also the scene of multiple 
battles between the ‘White’ and Red’ communists during the Bolshevik Revolution. On 
arrival in Irkutsk you will be met by your local guide and transferred to your local hotel, the 
very modern Angara Hotel complex, which boasts a variety of restaurant and bars. 
 

Wed 5 Irkutsk and Lake Baikal 
To make the most of our time here,   a private tour around Listvyanka – the ‘Baikal Riviera’ 
is included.  Listvyanka is a shore-side village on the largest (in size and depth) lake in the 
world.    Paddle in the blue waters, or sample some of the freshly fish caught fish.   Many of 
the animals and plants here are found nowhere else in the world, making this indeed a 
unique and perhaps unexpected stop on your Siberian adventure. We’ll also take in the 
Wooden Architecture Museum at Taltsy, an open-air museum of buildings from the 17th to 
19th centuries with over 8,000 artefacts from this era.   Created as an ancient village with 
wooden houses, water mills recreating life in Siberia up to 400 years ago. (B, L)    
 

Thu 6 - Fri 7 Irkutsk  
Today you will explore Irkutsk itself in a private tour, learning more about its multi-faceted 
and sometimes tumultuous history, before transferring to the station to recommence your 
rail journey to Ekaterinburg (depart 16:14).  See the passing sights as you spend the next 
two nights on board train #1 in a cabin with sleeper berths (2 or 4 berth). (B) 
 

Sat 8 Ekaterinburg 
Ekaterinburg was originally a mining town, named by one of Russia’s greatest Tsars - Peter 
the Great, after his wife Yekaterina, also known as Catherine the Great, Empress of Russia 
from 1792 to 1796. The city was the site of the death of the last royal family of Russia, 
executed by revolutionaries in 1918.   Those events, and its position near the mighty Ural 
mountains (dividing Europe and Asia), are inescapable in the fabric of this fascinating city. 
After arriving in Ekaterinburg at 13:36, you will be met by a local guide. A minibus will take 
you to the traditional and cosy Chekhov Hotel. Today you will discover the sights of this 
famous city in a private tour. 
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Sun 9 Ekaterinburg 

Today you will visit the Romanov’s Monastery. The mine is the site where the bodies of Tsar 
Nicholas II, his family and a couple of servants were dumped after their murder in a After the fall of 
the Soviet Union a monastery has been built on the site using traditional building techniques with 
grove surroundings.  This city is unique in reflecting the cross cultures between Europe and Asia.  
(B) 

 
Mon 10 Moscow 

This morning you will transfer  to the train station,  for the sleeper cabin for the trip to 
Moscow (train #15/59 – odd/even dates - departs 10:12) (B) 

 

       
 
Tue 11 Moscow 

Your local guide will meet you on arrival (09:23) and take you to the Budapest Hotel.  This 
beautiful traditional hotel, built in 1876, boasts the perfect location close to the Bolshoi 
Theatre, and the famous Red Square. You cannot fail to be impressed by Russia’s capital 
city, majestic Moscow. There’s so much to see in Moscow, so after settling into your hotel, 
we’ll begin exploring with a city tour including the Moscow Metro (many of which are 
works of art and stunning architecture) and St Basil’s Cathedral, defining symbol of the city.  
(Check in will be later this afternoon) 

 
Wed 12 Moscow 

Today we embark on foot to visit the legendary Kremlin - the massive citadel at the city’s 
heart- Cathedral and Armoury (which contains samples of the Tsars’ treasures.  

 
Thu 13 St Petersburg 

Today say goodbye to one amazing city and prepare for the next – St Petersburg. Your 
guide and minibus will take you to the railway station where you’ll travel 2nd class on the 
Sapsan train to St Petersburg.   On arrival you will be met, by your local guide and escorted 
to your hotel, the Cronwell Inn Stremyannaya. The Cronwell Inn is a recently renovated 
small hotel in a quiet street, only three minutes’ walk from Nevsky Prospekt. Its 
comfortable rooms come with A/C, safe and free Wi-Fi. Facilities include a restaurant, 
summer terrace and English Tea Room. (B) 
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Fri 14 St Petersburg  

St Petersburg is the artistic and cultural home of Russia, and a UNESCO heritage site for 
obvious reasons including stunning architecture, world class museums, romantic canals and 
fabulous cuisine. Today offers a city tour in a private tour and includes visits to the Peter 
and Paul Fortress (where almost all of Russia’s Tsars are buried) and the Church on Spilt 
Blood, built in honour of assassinated Tsar Alexander II  (late 19th century) 

 
Sat 15 St Petersburg 

Visit the famed Hermitage museum on foot; taking in the sprawling collection of art, 
antiques and treasures is easily an all-day affair. At the end of the day, you will join your 
Travel Companions for a well-earned farewell dinner at Russky Ampir. 
 

Sun 16 St Petersburg 
Today, it’s time to say Dasvidaniya to Russia and our travel companions. A guide will 
accompany you to the airport for your departure.  
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Tour Inclusions 

● Tour Host Colleen Doyle ex Vladivostok to St Petersburg 
● All transfers 
● Transport by train (4 berth or 2 berth) and private vehicles 
● Train tickets in accommodation as specified 
● English speaking local knowledgeable licenced guides 
● Accommodation in specially located hotels with private facilities  
● Sightseeing as specified  
● All entrance fees for included sightseeing 
● Breakfasts as specified 
● A special welcome dinner with a welcome drink 
● A special farewell dinner with a welcome drink 
● Official visa support letter in Russian, required for the Russian Visa application 
● Porterage at hotels 
● Some Tipping for included activities and meals (see Tipping section) 
● Travel notes prepared by Innovative Travel  

Tour Exclusions 

 International flights 
 All Visas 
 Personal Expenses 
 Meals other than specified 
 Drinks/minibar 
 Meals on board the train 
 Other meals not specified 
 Insurance (compulsory) 
 Departure and airport taxes 
 Early check ins 
 Late check-out 
 Non specified sightseeing  
 Tipping of Euro 140 to be pre-collected   
 Russian Visa  
 Other visas as required 
 
Accommodation 
The programme is based on a minimum of 8 clients travelling in sharing 4 berth Rail Carriages or in 2 
berth carriages (surcharge applies) 
12 nights Twin-share room, with private facilities in hotels specified (or similar) 
Overnight Ger accommodation in Mongolia, may be multi-share, with bathroom facilities located in a 
separate block away from the Ger. 
 
Hotels featured or similar:  

 Hyundai Hotel **** Sagan Morin Hotel *** 

Bayangol Hotel *** Angara Hotel *** 

 Chekhov Hotel *** Budapest Hotel *** (3.5) 

Cronwell Inn Stremyannaya ***  
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Estimated Per Person costs:  Ex Vladivostok: NZ$ 8,895 - share 4 berth per person; upgrade to 2 berth 
NZ$ 1,795 additional per person.  Single hotel rooms are on request and will incur a surcharge. 
 
 
Travelling by Rail 
In each carriage there are shared facilities including a toilet and washroom. 
Private transfers are included for the Group – there will be a surcharge for separate arrival and 
departure transfers for less than 4 clients.  
 
Rail schedules and fares are subject to changes. 
Please note that according to the current train schedule train #001 Vladivostok-Ulan-Ude operates on 
even days, but in the beginning of the month the train schedule for train #001 can change. As yet the 
train schedules for 2019 are not finally confirmed and therefore maybe subject to change.   
Please note, that there are always limited numbers of the tickets for 1st class carriages for the train 
#004 Ulan-Ude-Ulan-Bator which Russian Railway can approve. There is a high chance that the whole 
group won't get 1st class tickets for train #004. For that reason it's more reliable for the group to 
include 2nd class train tickets in the itinerary. 
 

 According to the current train schedule train #004 Ulan Ude-Ulan Bator operates on Saturdays. 

 According to the current train schedule train #001 Irkutsk-Novosibirsk operates on odd days. 

 According to the current train schedule train #037 and #029 Novosibirsk-Ekaterinburg operates 
day after another. 

 According to the current train schedule train #015 and #059 Ekaterinburg-Moscow operates day 
after another. 

 
Rail timings listed in the programme may be subject to change up until the date of departure and is 
beyond the control of Innovative Travel and its local operators.  If there are late adjustments and 
extra accommodation is required this is at the expense of the participants. 
 
Tipping 
Tipping is a way of life for this style of travel.  To provide an easier tour programme, a group tip will 
be pre-collected with final payment of Euro 140 per person, to cover tipping for:  transfers, guides 
and drivers for sightseeing, and the tip for the welcome and farewell dinners.  This will be distributed 
by Colleen on behalf of the travel group. 
 
Tipping for non-included meals, hotel staff or other non-included services will be additional. 
 
Deposits and Payment 
The following non-refundable deposits are required within 7 days of confirmation: 

 NZ$1000.00 /GPB 500 at the time of booking 

 Interim deposit – 6 months prior to travel NZ$3000/GBP 1,500 

 Full Payment 15 February 2019 
 
Please note - prices are estimated based on current information from local operators. Due to fuel 
surcharges, currency fluctuations or state/local tax amendments or any other local conditions, prices 
may change at any time without notice until final payment is received; this is beyond the control of 
Innovative Travel, The Russian Travel Centre and local operators.   
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Rail Journey & Tour: Cancellation fees 
To cancel a service, notification should be made in writing to Innovative Travel and receipt 
acknowledged by the company.   The following charges will apply for services cancelled prior to 
commencement date: 

 Upon confirmation – 15 Dec - Loss of Deposit 

 16 Dec – 30 Jan 25% 

 01 Feb – 14 Feb 50% 

 15 Feb – Departure 100%  
 
Booking 
Full passport details are required to commence the booking.  Please check that your passport will be 
valid for 6 months after your last day of departure from Russia. 
 
Visas 
Russian Visa - After full and final payment is received, a letter of support will be received which 
outlines the tour summary, and confirming that payment has been received from the accredited 
Russian Travel Company.  The letter of visa support is in Russian. This official letter of support, once 
received, will enable you to apply for your double entry Russian Visa, in your country of official 
residence.  Generally Russian visas are issued within 90 days of your final departure date from Russia 
prior to departure.  Please allow sufficient time for visa processing, as there may be delays from time 
to time. 
 
Mongolian visa - a visa is required and should be applied for allowing sufficient time for processing 
prior to departure. 
 
General Tour Conditions  
As per the Russian Travel Centre Russian brochure & Innovative Travel Ancient Kingdoms Holidays 
tour brochure. 

 
 


